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Sarasota Orchid Society

ANNUAL LABOR
DAY PICNIC!

Monday,
September 1

Keeping Dry in the Rain

uly and August are the two most
Jsimilar months in South Florida.

Subtle changes are taking place.
Although it may not seem so as the
temperature climbs into the low nineties,
summer is in retreat; each day is a little
shorter; each night is a little longer. The
importance of early morming watering
becomes necessary. With less hours of
sunlight to dry the plants, extra care
should be taken in choosing when and if
to water. An old rule...if a vanda looks like
it needs water, water it...if a cattleya or
oncidium looks like it needs water, water it
tomorrow...if a paph. or a phal. looks like it
needs water, you should have watered it
yesterday. August should provide
numerous opportunities to dry each orchid
to its desired level of dryness. Take the
opportunity to dry your orchids “hard” at
least once but preferably twice in August.
This will give your orchids protection
against their mortal enemy...fungus...before
September when fungus has the
advantage of soggy days. August is
definitely NOT the month to overwater
with the soggiest of months to come. The
drizzling rains of September are so
detrimental because they keep the plants
too wet for too long. The standard advice
is always to err on the dry side. This
advice is always important in the torrential
rains of a typical Florida summer. When a
break in the rains gives us an opportunity
to dry our plants, we must take it.
Fortunately, July and August frequently
afford us these not to be missed
opportunities.

Lengthening nights in August mean
cooler nightime temperatures. Many
sympodial orchids are reaching the end of
their growing cycle and require less
nitrogen. Cattleyas and oncidiums have
maturing bulbs. Genera that become
deciduous in winter, such as nobile
dendrobiums, calanthes and catasetums
should be given much less nitrogen in

August to prevent them producing an
unwanted off season growth and perhaps
forgetting to flower. Substitute a “bloom
booster” high phosphorous fertilizer for
the 20-20-20. We use Miller’s Solugrow
8-46-12 because it does not have the
horrible blue dye that will mark your
blooms or your hands but any soluble
fertilizer with a high middle number will do
fine. Vandas will respond to this as well as
several of the parental species of hybrids
produce blooms on shortening day
lengths and high phosphorous fertilizer
seems to egg them on.

One or two heavy applications in
succession, a week or so apart will
certainly provide all the phosphorus and
all the stimulus our plants require.
Phalaenopsis appear to be an exception to
the rule of drying. They are, in fact, an
exception that proves the rule. Although
compared to African violets as plants
which require constant moisture at their
roots, phals require the drying of their
roots which is provided by the large air
spaces in the open but moisture retentive
media that is typically used to grow them.
When these air spaces in the medium are
filled with water for too long the roots
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Marie Selby
Botanical Gardens

cannot dry and they rapidly rot. This is
why phalaenopsis in most media perish so
quickly when novices attempt to grow
them outside in our wet summers. The
same fate awaits phals. grown in
sphagnum moss under cover if the moss is
not changed annually. As the moss breaks
down the air spaces provided by the fine
hairs of the moss collapse leaving the
roots of the orchid to rot into a wet mass
without sufficient air to permit the roots to
dry as they require.

Cattlyas, dendrobiums, oncidiums, and
other types with heavy bulbs require
abundant moisture during the growing
season but need to dry out thoroughly
between waterings. In a typical Florida
summer these plants rarely require much
additional water. They also should not be
deprived of essential water or nutrients
during this period of active growth. When
these plants have not received a good rain
in 3 or 4 days, the grower has an excellent
opportunity to fertilize them with liquid
fertilizer. Always substitute the liquid
fertilizer for water. Never follow the bad
advice of “watering before fertilizing”...a
recipe for fungal problems particularly here
in Florida. Remember, that nowhere is it’
more true than in Florida that “when a
cattleya looks like it needs water, water it
tomorrow!” Here, in the rainy season,
vandas, too, benefit from an occasional
hard drying. Three or four days without
water relieves the vandas from much of the
pressure from fungus which is more or less
a constant in our summers. Most
frequently nature takes care of watering
details for us with the next major
thunderstorm. Vandas are heavy feeders
and will appreciate the substitution of
liquid fertilizer for water on most
occasional breaks in the rain when wetting
the plants is required. Keeping all these
cautions in mind will gird up our orchids
for the onslaught of September’s rain.
Courtesy of Dr. M. Motes




he Sarasota Orchid Society (SOS)
Tmeets on the first Monday of each

month at Selby Gardens, 800 South
Palm Ave. Sarasota, FL. The SOS, an
affiliate of the American Orchid Society, is
a nonprofit association with the aims of
promoting the development, improvement
and preservation of orchids through the
dissemination of information concerning
the culture, hybridization or development
of orchids; and generally to extend the
knowledge of orchids. Annual dues are
$15 for single or $20 for family. Deadline
for the newsletter is the 15th of the
previous month. Contributors to this
newsletter give reprint rights of their
work to newsletters of other affiliates of
the American Orchid Society.
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Minutes of August 2003 Meeting

culture study group was held by
AJ eff Higel in the back rooms with

approximately 25 people in
attendance. The president, Sam Boyd then
called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
where Dan Bestwick introduced guests
and new members. The president then
discussed the incorporation papers and
the changes in the by-laws and after the
attorney makes the changes according to
the Board. He will mail each member a
copy for their review and future approval.

The President then discussed the Labor

Day Picnic and handed sign up sheets for
the number of people attending. Harry
Luther of Selby Gardens spoke about

epiphytic plants and presented an interest-
ing slide presentation. There was a break
for refreshments but no coffee was served
because no one had a key to the locker.
Monroe Kokin then spoke about the
upcoming Orchid Show and said he would
have sign up sheets available at the
September meeting. He also spoke about
the judging and the way it would be
conducted. Jim Cope discussed the plant
table and the members voted for Members’
choice, and best Species. Harry Luther
gave the winner of the Speakers Choice
award. Meeting closed at 9:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Jo Davis

Tropiflora

ORCHIDS - BROMELAIDS
EXOTIC PLANTS « SUPPLIES - BOOKS

PUBLIC WELCOME!

M-F 8 am. - 5 p.m. *» Sat 8 am. - 1 p.m.

3530 Tallevast Rd » Sarasota, FL 34243
(941) 351-2267

www . tropiflora.com

SELBY GARDENS

811 SOUTH PALM AVENUE
SARASOTA, FLORIDA 34236-7726

Your source for fine vandaceous and other
warm-growing orchids since 1970. Visit
our exquisite tropical gardens, or contact
us for your copy of our current list.

28100 SW 182 Ave.
Homestead FL 33030

rforchids@aol.com
www.rforchids.com

Orchids and Lbbrid

Plumeria

KATZIS EXOTIC BLOSSOMS, Ine.

16160 Saddawood Lane
\ Cape Cora, FL. 22991
[

(229) 2824992
Open WVad - “un.

Apopka, Florida 32704 Apopka, Florida 32712

Frank Smith
PRESIDENT

2815 W. Ponkan Road Office (407) 886-4134 Greenhouse
Apopka, FL 32712-5662 Fax (407) 886-0438 Hours: Mon-Sat 9-3 Higel
Krullsmith@aol.com Beeper (407) 525-9916 (941)9219138 Walter & Charlle

DOUG WATSON Phone (407) 884-8600 . .

Gonorsl Manager Fax (407) 8847375 Tom Ritter Orchids

orrestal Ave.
WORLDWIDE (407) 855-8809
ORCHIDS, INC.
Malling Address: General Offices Open daily 8 a.m to 5 p.m. Mailing Address:
P.O.Box 2188 6500 Plymouth-Sorrento Road Closed holidays & possibly

101 Krueger St.

during occasional weekends. Orlando, FL 32839

Treasurer’s Report

Balance 07/20/03 ......ccocvevevcerinnnns $8421
Receipts .....oceerenne ereereeserassesenne $1949
Expenditures.........ccocoueneruensnncunis $570
Balance 08/14/03 ..........cocoenvurerenenee $9800

Bill & Carol
Peters
Wﬂ,nsy (305) 242-1333
i Fax (305) 247-9888
Orchids

me. 18755 S.W. 248 Street

Homestead, FL 33031

JIM AND CYNTHIA SABETTO

Tropic | Onchids. Tne.

¥ SEEDLINGS TO MATURE PLANTS

SPECIES AND HYBRIDS
WE SHIP

PH: (863) 4224750
FAX: (407) 8460281
http:/iwww.tropici.com

3710 N. ORCHID DR.
HAINES CITY, FL 33844




Bits and pieces odds and ends.....

+ Winners of the August show table.
Speakers Choice: Mtssa Dark Star

Darth Vader, grown by Fred Gilmartin.

Popular vote: Mtssa Dark Star Darth
Vader, grown by Fred Gilmartin.
Species: Trgl brachiata philippinense,
grown by Monroe Kokin.

‘Walter Perrin of Orchids, Etc. on
Honore Ave. will give members a 10%
discount on all purchases.

Men wanted!! We no longer have the
staff of Selby Gardens available to set
up the tables and chairs for our
meetings. So, we need help to set-up
and break-down the tables and chairs.
Many hands will make the job much
easier. So, when you see the gals trying
to pick up the tables and chairs, jump in
and lend a hand, please.

The delicious cheeses and fruit were
supplied by Marty Cooper, Leone Levy,
Mecky Kreissler, Gerri Reed, and
Winkie Engelf. Tasted great! Upon

_request, Gerri will be handing out some
recipes at a future meeting.

Beauty is only a light switch away.

Camp Lot A Noise will be hosting the
6th Orchid and Plant Fair on Saturday,
September 20th and Sunday, September
21st. Hours 9 AM to 4 PM at the
greenhouses, 4084 47™ St. Sarasota. Tel.
941-351-2483. Nine vendors will be
featured along with Tropic I and BJ
Orchids. Refreshments will be supplied
by the 4H Horticulture club. The
Sarasota Bromeliad Society will be
hosting their annual fall bromeliad sale
at this location also.

‘We welcome new members, Frank and
Sharon Fornery. The August meeting
was attended by 52 members with
guests Ed Laake, Bill and Barb Lanius
and Alexandra Bell.

+ The Website Des1gn Committee is

making good progress with the website.
The domain name
“SarasotaOrchidSociety.org” has been
purchased and we are moving forward
with the layout of the site. A working
meeting was held August 14th during
which a good framework was created.
We are hoping to have some beginning
pages online sometime in September.
We could use some creative help from
someone with writing or artistic skills.
If you can give us some help, please
call Dan Beswick at 366-5875.

The September meeting will be our
annual Labor Day Picnic. An old
fashioned potluck picnic! No charge,
just fun with everyone sharing. The
picnic starts at 6:30 p.m. Monday
evening, September Ist. There will be
the usual show table for judging so
bring your plants. The raffle table will
be filled with plants from Tropiflora, so
plan on buying tickets, as usual. There
is no scheduled speaker. Monroe
Kokin will be discussing the upcoming
orchid show and will be passing around
sign up sheets for volunteers. The

. Society will be supplying the chicken

and ribs and coffec. Members whose
last name starts with A to C will bring
the drinks, D to M will bring main
courses such as pasta and salads, and
N to Z names will be bringing the
desserts. GUESTS ARE WELCOME!
Everyone certainly has a favorite dish
and the dish should serve at least 8 to
10 members. Should be a fun time!!

IF YOUWOULD LIKETOCOMETO
THE PICNIC AND HAVENOT
SIGNED UP AT THE AUGUSTMEET-
ING, PLEASE CALL JODAVIS AT
923-9337 BY SATURDAY, AUGUST
30TH SO WE WILL KNOW HOW
MANY PEOPLE ARE COMING SO
THAT WE CANHAVE ADEQUATE
CHICKEN AND RIBSFOREVERY-
ONE.... THANK YOU... JO DAVIS

Robert and Elizabeth Palmer  Orchids, Bromeliads

;2700 Taylo;1 D:::um Gingers, Staghorns
radenton, Flo Plant Rentals

Bradenton (941) 322-1644
Sebring (941) 655-1588
Fax (941) 6554142
E-mail: palmorch@bhip.infi.net

drt Stone

COMPANY INC.

Orchids

MICHAEL J. POLEN 3611 Tyrone Bivd.
PAULA J. POLEN St. Petersburg
Seedlings to Biooming Florida 33710
All Potting Supplies (727) 3456733

Orchid Mania

“The One Stop Orchid Shop”

Complete line of Plants
and Supplies

Nursery:
5050 261st Street E.
Myakka City, FL 34251

Karen & Jack Harper
(941) 322-1678

@30»: s Qrchids,

1611 8. Jenklmnoad
Fort Plerce, Florida 3484

487-1388 485-4479
UG?S’&*M o Fax
htip//www.odoms.com

Mon.- Fri. 9-5 Sat. 8-2 Closed Sun.
Wholesale/Retali John and Louise Odom

Fender’s Flora, Inc.

www.fendersflora.com

P.O. Box 2001
Venice, Florida 34284-2001 Phone/Fax: 941-412-1355
Bill and Susan Fender orchids@fendersflora.com
Ni 04-719045

B"‘y"'Ap’ Y ointment KAREN SELLERS

\OT:4 JERRY SELLERS
i (941) 351-2483

d " FAX (941) 358-0824
p Emall: jerry@clanorchids.com
AX4 4084 47th Street

00,00 Sarasota, FL 34235

Website:www.clanorchids.com '

ORCHID CARE
941-400-0825

ORCHID SUPPLIES

OFE INTERNATIONAL inc.
12100 SW 129" St,
Miami, F1 33186
Tel; 305-253-7080
Sales@ofe-int.com

Miller’s Tropicals
23190 SW 157th Ave. / Miami, FL 33170-6918

Phone: 305-ORCHIDS (672-4437)
Fax: 305-242-7065
Email: MillersTropicals@aol.com

Web Site / Millerstropicals.com

Susana and Todd Miller
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PO. Box 19895
Sarasota, FL 34276-2895

Orchids as Cacti?

roper watering is easily the single most important aspect of orchid growing. Neophyte
orchid growers most frequent question is “How often do I water this plant?” This is

v exactly the wrong question. A more illuminating query would be “How much does this
orchid need to dry out?”

Epiphytic orchids are more like cactus than any other type of plant. Like cactus, orchids are
locked into an evolutionary struggle with their moral enemy... FUNGUS. This battle is why
orchids took to the trees, rocks, and other generally harsh environments that they inhabit in
nature. These desert like environments allow orchids to dry out.

Fungus cannot survive drying, therefore drought is the epiphytic

orchid’s best friend. Each orchid species has developed organs for

be intolerable to fungi. This strategy allows orchids to thrive in
situations where few other plants could survive much less
prosper.

order to maximize success. Courtesy of Dr. M. Motes

_ water storage that permit the plants to withstand drying that would

KEW GARDENS

ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS & .
ORCHID TOUR SOUTHERN ENGLAND
Fully escorted “behind the scenes”

7 Night, All Inclusive, R/T Air, $2,795

PANAMA
RAINFOREST

-Seven Night Five Star Adventure
Orchid Farm Visits * Acres of Orchids
to choose from ® Canal Tour ¢ R/T Air
From Miami $1,295
DISCOUNT AIRFARE FROM ALL MAJOR US CITIES

AMERICAN m GRoOUP

TOLL FREE 800-266-0755
americantravels@earthlink.net

Knowing the tolerance for drought of various types of orchids is the most essential knowledge that
growers can have. Orchids are the largest and most diverse group of flowering plants. Each genus has
developed its own techniques of coping with drying and each genus and species must be treated differently in

Byrd’s Orchids
Bill & Wanda Byrd, Owners
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Lisa & Bob Smith
Owners

3605 61st Street E *
Paimetto, FL 34221  Tel: 941-722-0308

Blooming Plants ¢ Seedlings ¢ Supplies

6302 Green Road Hours:

orchid lades@msn.com  Fax:941-723-1303 Lakeland, FL 33810 Tues-Sat 9:30 am - S pm
e e s Ph: (863) 859-5060 Closed Sunday & Monday
'orchids are our passion E-mail: orchidswb@sol.com  Web:h B.@s0l

WAYNE HIBBS FARM &
GARDEN SUPPLY |
P.O. Box 2259 =3

1492 4th Street :
Sarasota, Florida 34230 , .
1492 4th Street(941) 366-4954'
Wayne A. Hibbs Jr.
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