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New Location for Orchid Show!

he new location for the Sarasota Orchid

Societyts 2004 Annual Exhibit show will

be the grounds and Activities Center of the
Marie Selby Gardens. This decision has been a long

awaited event for both the
Gardens and our society. The
past few years, the show has
been held at the Municipal
Auditorium on US 41 and
the Society felt that it would
be more advantageous to
include our famous Marie
Selby Gardens in this
important exhibit. Conpicts
in scheduling has held up this
decision but it is deynite now

Paul Phelps, of
Phelps Farm Orchids
fiCattleyaso

that we will be collaborating with the Gardens. The
main displays will be in the Activities Center. The
sales booths will be tucked in under the trees on the
grounds of the gardens.

Set up for the show will be on
Friday, October 29th, judging
will take place on Saturday,
October 30, 2004 from 9:

00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. with the
show opening at 12:00 Noon,
until 5:00 p.m. On Sunday,
the show will be open from
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Tear
down will follow the closing.
Further details will be posted

' i in the future.

Members choice Cat. Ipbldii 6Albino x Cat. harrisoniae.
Photo by Monroe Kokin

EJPIant Grooming

ost exhibitors are giving
less and less attention to
proper grooming of their

orchid treasures. In fact, at our own
monthly plant tables, one can regularly
see beautifully powered specimen
plants which, unfortunately, are not as

of us would proudly bring a child to

growing hobby, why would we want to
present a plant we have grown all year,
or maybe longer prior to its powering
sporting pesticide or water stained
leaves, dried cataphyll enshrouded
pseudobulbs with the expectation that

In showing our plants, we not only

impressive as they might otherwise be if
they were carefully groomed. How many

graduation with a scruffy appearance? So,
with our passionate pursuit of the orchid

others will admire the accomplishment.

hope for recognition, but most of us are
genuinely interested in sharing the results
of our growing techniques. So, lets spend
some time in presenting our plants. If
the inporescence does not hold itself
fully erect, stake it, usually well before
the powers actually open so the power

is encouraged to open with the best
orientation to the admirer. If the plant
has pseudobulbs, carefully remove the
cataphyll which has dried after serving
as protective or supporting sheath during
bulb development. Be cautious not to
nick the bulb while doing this cleanup.....
yngernails are sharp! Clean the foliage
and pseudobulbs with a soft tissue using
soapy water at yrst; then after a clear
water rinse, wipe on a weak solution of
water and evaporated milk to bring out
the nice leaf color. Similar results may

be obtained by using a weak solution of
Saferfs Insecticidal Soap.

Remove all old inporescences and
perhaps any severely damaged or
yellowed foliage, depending on the
overall condition of the plant and the
prospect that it will survive the surgery.
Remove weeds from the pot. If the plant
is placed on a table as an individual unit,
consider washing off any algae or moss
growing on the exterior of the container.
Try to have a legible label on the plant
as a reference. Proper and complete
identiycation is important. This is not a
complicated process as grooming requires
some advance planning and a little last
minute effort. You will ynd the results
especially satisfying and the judges, even
fellow society members, will notice.
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