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òCattleytoniasó

The chief blot on the otherwise nearly ideal growing 
conditions in the spring, are thrips.  March and April 
is the month where the question of ôówhy do my 

vanda ÿ ower spikes grow half an inch, and then die?ó The 
answer, like the answer to so many problems with orchids 
in Florida, is òthripsó. The dry weather of March favors the 
life span of thrips, which are so ubiquitous in our landscapes.  
The drought of March drives them from their homes in our 
front lawns and shrubs to seek the cool oasis of our orchid 
collections. Most growers recognize the symptoms of thrips 
on their ÿ owers...e.g. silvered, sand blasted appearance and 
withering of ÿ ower parts. Many do not recognize the early 
symptoms, which show up, on the root tips of vandas and 
ascocendas as a pitted ring at the point where the green 
growing tip is maturing into white.  Left unchecked this 
damage will cause the root tip to wither. When it restarts 
to grow, a brown ring remains.  Orthene is the chemical of 
choice for thrips because of its toxicity and residual action.  
Knoxout and Malathion are also recommended by the Florida 
Department of Agriculture.  A non-chemical solution is liquid 

The Sarasota Orchid Society is pleased to announce a 
special presentation given by Mark N. Werther.
Mr. Werther is the owner of Sentinel Orchids, 

a commercial nursery, open by special appointment, 
housing 3000 orchid plants. Sentinel Orchids concentrates 
on collection plants with select divisions available 
to interested customers and òInvest in Orchidsó 
programs. A specialty of Sentinel Orchids is orchid 
collection evaluation. This includes desirability and 
condition analysis, monetary evaluation and providing 
methodologies of growing. He is a graduate of University 
of Pennsylvania and Columbia University with a Master 
of Architect Degree.  He has been an AOS judge since 
1987. He has received over l00 AOS awards, þ fteen of 
which were in the Broughtonia complex and eighteen 
with Slc. Tiny Titan.  He has one of the largest and most 
representative collections of Broughtonia species and 
hybrids and has completed numerous crosses in the 
Broughtonia complexes. He is an expert in the design of 
greenhouses, and was the consultant for the development 
and construction of the Norfolk Zoo Orchid and Butterÿ y 
house.  In his spare time, he collects authentic linen 

postcards and presently 
has l0,000 cards. He 
is recognized as the 
expert on postcards 
manufactured between 
1931 -1959. Published 
under Sentinel 
Publishing: Linen 
Postcards, Images of 
the American Dream.  
Specialty is linen 
postcards showing Florida scenes.  His writings for the 
American Orchid Society Magazine are well known and 
can be found in July, 87, September, 89, and others.  He is 
an expert on Broughtonias and Cattleytonias, and will be 
discussing and making a slide presentation on their place 
in the orchid world. It should be noted that broughtonias 
are endemic to Jamaica and Cuba, and are wonderful 
additions to our local Florida collections.  
As part of this trip to Sarasota, he is making a 
demonstration to the Old Dominion University in Virginia 
for their projected Orchid Conservatory.  He has been 
growing and hybridizing orchids for over thirty years 
and has over twenty awards within the group.  We look 
forward to hearing this knowledgeable speaker.

Mark Werther
to Speak on Cattleytonias

THRIPS . . . those little black things you can hardly see

Continued on page two.








