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Auction!

To raise scholarship
money for students
interested in horticulture.

Orchid Auction for Scholarships

ur Annual Orchid Plant Auction to provide funds for our scholarships to be
given to the Sarasota Manatee students is being held on Monday evening,
February 7th at 7:00 p.m. All students in this area are eligible for a $1000

scholarship if he or she is interested in botany or horticulture (orchid culture not a _at

requisite) if you know of any student eligible for these monies, please have them M"_ir'e Selby
contact Monroe Kokin so that he can pass the information on to the Scholarship Botanical Gardens,
Committee. So, bring a friend, or your neighbour to the Auction so that we can yll the Activity Center
coffers, and help a student in their chosen career. We expect a good crowd that night 7:00 p.mM

as we have heavily advertised. So, to help with the evening, we ask that all members Hupm.

bring an item of food...cookies, cakes, sandwiches, snacks, anything..to feed the public. l s
Also, if you have any surplus plants, or divisions, or back bulbs, or seedlings, please PF’&S& € Vlewmg
donate them to the good cause. Also, any orchid hard goods..such as supplies, or new 6:30 p.m.

pots, or baskets, or art work, anything that can be auctioned. If we all chip in to help,

we should raise enough funds to honor our commitment to education, for a student,

as well as the general public. The beginners classes start the next meeting in March.
Come early at 6:30 to view all of the plants and items for sale.

The following is a new feature for the newsletter. Each month we will interview and feature one of
our members to understand how they grow orchids, and why: This month we are introducing and
featuring our new President, Monroe Kokin. His comments are as follows.

This is for those new members and
some old members that cannot
remember (CRS) how I started
growing and collecting orchids. In

1986 Linda and | went to a wonderful
garden in Kenneth Square Pa. known as
Longwood Botanical Gardens owned and
operated by the Dupont family. Inside
the Conservatory, with my trusty camera
at my side, my eyes spied the most
remarkable collection of orchids. | started
shooting pictures immediately and before
walking out, had photographed four rolls
of ylm exclusively on the orchids! In

the gift shop, | told Linda | wanted to
buy an orchid, but she said, no, we are
leaving on a cruise soon and will have no
one to take care of it. So, we left with no
orchid.

After our cruise, we went to the
Atlantic City area with friends and
arranged to stop offat Waldoff Orchids
(Walter Off). Linda said, fiO.K., Now go
buy your orchid!o. Little did she know
what a mistake that was! After about

an hour of touring the greenhouses with
Walt Off, being completely ignorant of
what | was looking at, | collected two
cattleyas in bud and one phalaenopsis,
along with a book on growing orchids.
A couple of weeks later, | noticed that
the cattleyas were in bloom and stayed
in bloom for at least six weeks. Then, |
had nothing that was in bloom, so off |
went to buy more orchids. | then joined
the Central New Jersey Orchid Society
and after many meetings, | was well into
collecting with at least one hundred and
yfty plants. It was not easy to maintain
all of these orchids as it was hard to bring
them into the house for the winter, from
Labor Day to Memorial Day (May).
Every window in the house had orchids.
Because of space limitations, and not
having a greenhouse, | was limited to the
150 orchids that | had collected.

I retired in 1995, and moved to the
Orlando, Florida area. The last items on
the moving van were my hundred and
yfty orchids along with plant stands that

I had constructed while the plants were
outside in the summer. The yrst thing off
the truck, of course, were the orchids and
the plant stand, and as you can guess, the
cool growing orchids started to fade away
in the hot summer sun. Therefore, you
guessed it, | had to replace the ones that
died! I then joined the Central Florida
Society (of which | am a Life Member),
the Greater Orlando Society and the
\olusia County Orchid Society.

| then met Frank Smith of Krull-Smith
Orchids in Apopka, and asked if he
needed some help ( a job). His answer
was fiyeso but he couldnét afford to pay
me in cash. So, | told him I would work
for orchids and he agreed. My yrst job
was to get familiar with the greenhouses
and to start pulling weeds. After four
days of pulling weeds, | started watering
the seedling plants that had just come
out of the compots. | became an expert
in watering. Frank would come in every
day and check on my progress. He would

Continued on page three.






