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Cirrhophyllum Emly Siegerist `Molly-Jackô

Angraecum Expert to
Speak at the January Meeting!

Our January speaker will be  
Mr. Gene Johnson of John-
sonôs Orchids in Ft. Lau-

derdale, Florida.  Gene and his wife 
have been growing orchids for many 
years and specialize in Angraecum 
orchids.  They start all of their plants 
from seeds, and nuture them for 
many years before they sell them in 
their large blooming state. Gene will 
be speaking about the Angraecum 
sesquipedale, the ñcomet orchidò.  
This is the famous orchid that Charles 
Darwin who, noting the orchidôs 
extremely long þ ower spur, predicted 
that some day a very long-toungued 
moth would be found in Madagascar, 
and even setting aside this intrigu-

ing piece of detective genius (for 
the pollinating moth was eventually 
discovered and named Xanthopan 
morganii praedicta in commemora-
tion of Darwinôs prophecy).  He will 
be explaining their culture and how 
to grow these orchids, along with the 
Oncid. papillio.  Dr Kaine, one of our 
members is well known for his huge 
specimen plant of 
Ang. sesquipedale, and we remember 
seeing it last year at the Venice Soci-
ety Orchid Show. 
Mr. Johnson will be bringing a van 
load of these þ owers, along with 
some phals that are budding.  It has 
been rumored that the vendors in our 
area feel that the Sarasota Society 

members do not like to buy plants at 
the meetings. We sincerely hope that 
is not so..these vendors spend
a lot of time packing up, driving, 
setting up at the Center and do not 
want to go home with a full van and 
an empty wallet.  Let's support our 
vendors, at every meeting so bring 
your wallets and buy some þ owers 
for your own enjoyment and Mr. 
Johnsonôs happiness. Also, our aim 
to to fund a scholarship for the area 
high schools, and the big auction is 
coming up in February so try to ý nd 
some plants that you wish to donate 
for the auction... seedlings, divisions, 
or anything orchid related.

JANUARY MEETING
Monday,

January 3, 2005
7:30 p.m. 

at Marie Selby
Botanical Gardens

in the Activities Center

SPEAKER
Mr. Gene Johnson on

Angraecum sesquipedale
& Oncidium Psy. Papillo

(the butterþ y orchid)

NEW TO
ORCHID

GROWING?
Attend our

Beginners class
starting at

7 p.m.
at our

January 3rd 
meeting!

SOCIETY 
MEMBER

TOP WINNER!

Monro Kokin, our 
newly elected 
President, has grown 

a Cirrhophyllum Emly Siegerist 
óMolly Jackò Cirr. Elizabeth Ann 
x Bulb lasiochilum that is so 
perfect and beautiful that it won 
a CCM 81 points Certiý cate of 
Cultural Merit at the December 
15th American Orchid Society 

Florida North Judging Center in Tampa.  This is an important honor and we 
congratulate Monro for his achievement!  Monro brought this particular plant 
to the meeting in December where we all admired it.  We noted that the basket 
was unusual, and upon inquiring, he informed us that he built it low and wide 
especially for this þ ower.  Well done, Monro!








