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Ken Roberts:  Phapiopedilum Species

Our speaker for the May 2nd meeting will be Ken Roberts who will be 
speaking on The New phapiopedilum Species.  Since 1989, sixty new 
Phapiopedilum species have been described and he will be discussing each 
of these. He will be providing a handout with all of the new names, their 

dates of publication and some comments for each new species.  Another handout will 
be available providing the literature citations for each new species name. Slides of 
the more important new species will be shown and discussed.  Mr. Roberts has been 
growing orchids for over 58 years and his collection consists of approximately three 
thousand plants made up mostly of cattleya species and their various color forms.  He 
conducts a cattleya species-breeding program producing approximately ten capsules 
per year and has been an AOS judge since 1991.  

VANILLA: The Ice Cream Orchid

The most enticing surprises happen when the 
familiar reveals a fresh facet. Vanilla has been a 
baking staple for so long that cooks rarely think 
about how it delicately teases out other fl avors 

or adds a touch of the unexpected to an ordinary dish. Not 
only is vanilla versatile but it also has a pedigree that adds 
a touch of romance to a dish.  Vanilla beans are the fruit 
of an orchid that originated in Mexico where the Aztecs 
considered it a gift from the Gods.  When the beans fi rst 
reached Europe in the 16th Century, only royalty could 
afford them.  Not until the late 1800’s did the invention of 
the now popular extract put vanilla in the hands of home 
cooks. Today, most beans are cultivated and harvested by 
hand in Madagascar, though some are grown in Tahiti, and 
a small crop is still produced in Mexico. Long coupled 
with sweet, vanilla has a magical power when added to 
savory dishes. Slow cooked chicken with mushrooms takes 
an exotic fl avor. Roasted vegetables suddenly deepen their 
sweetness and fl avor when vanilla is added. In a desert, 
vanilla can boost simple to sensational. Add vanilla and 
maple syrup to a classic baked apple and the rest is pure 
perfection. Growing vanilla: Use 1/4 potting soil, 1/4 
coarse sand, and 1/2 chips. Make sure that when your 
vanilla starts to grow, it has somewhere to climb.  Vanilla 
orchids grow only within 25 degrees of the Equator, which 
means that Hawaii is the only place in the United States 
where it is grown naturally and not in greenhouses.  More 
than half of the world’s crop of vanilla bean is grown 
in Madagascar and a devastating cyclone last spring 

wiped out most of the country’s crop, pushing up the 
already record prices around the globe. Other countries 
that cultivate it include Indonesia, Tahiti, Papua New 
Guinea, Uganda, India and Mexico, where it originated. 
Because vanilla is so expensive to produce, more than 90 
percent of vanilla sold is synthetic. Its natural source for 
true, pure vanilla is the pale yellow orchid. It is a labor-
intensive crop. Bees provide the only natural pollination so 
in its stead, human hands must pollinate by hand during the 
one-day blossom’s life.  The 
pods mature in about nine 
months resembling green 
beans. They are then 
blanched in water, 
which activates 
an enzyme 
creating the 
fl avor, then 
sun dried. 
The dark 
brown 

Continued on page two.



The Sarasota Orchid Society Inc. (SOS) 
meets on the first Monday of each month 
at Selby Gardens, 800 South Palm Ave. 

Sarasota, FL.  The SOS Inc., an affiliate of 
the American Orchid Society, is a nonprofit 
association with the aims of promoting the 
development, improvement and preservation 
of orchids through the dissemination 
of information concerning the culture, 
hybridization or development of orchids; and 
generally to extend the knowledge of orchids.  
Annual dues are $15 - $20 for family.  Deadline 
for the newsletter is the 15th of the previous 
month.  Contributors to this newsletter give 
reprint rights of their work to newsletters of 
other affiliates of the American Orchid Society.
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The business meeting for the 
April 4th, 2005 meeting 
was called to order by 

President Monroee Kokin at 7:
40 p.m.  Roberta Arcand, newly 
volunteered as one of two Co-
Chairpersons of the Membership 
Committee, reported two new 
members present at the meeting: 
Paul Matera and William Sikes. 
Guests present were Donald 
Wilson, Beth Surdut and Jack 
and Karen Knuese. All were 
welcomed by the members.  
President Kokin thanked all who 
have volunteered to hold positions 
in SOS and noted that there 
were positions still to be filled.  
Members interested may contact 
President Kokin in this regard.  A 
motion was made and seconded 
to accept the Treasurer’s report as 
printed in the newsletter.  Mention 
was made of Karen Seller’s recent 
surgery and ongoing chemotherapy 
treatments. Wishes are extended 
for her speedy recovery.  Ken and 
Gladys Fehling have had health 
problems as Ken had a quintuple-
by-pass a few months ago and 
Gladys recently fell injuring her 
head and knee, thus undergoing 

WANTED . . .  SPONSORS FOR OUR ORCHID SHOW! 
Do you know of any company that would be interested in advertising

and sponsoring our Orchid Show? If so, please contact President, 
Monroee Kokin at 941-918-4414, or e-mail orchidpix@comcast.net

beans are split allowing thousands of tiny seeds to spill out.  Prices are expected 
to rise in the coming months as the impact of last month’s tsunami on Asian 
crops is felt.  For more information about the vanilla extraction process, log onto 
http;/www.hawaiianvanilla.com .

Vanilla . . .  continued from page one.

Minutes of April 
Membership Meeting

knee surgery.  She and Ken were 
present all we all hoped they 
continue well in recovery.  The 
choices of a show theme were 
presented to the members  and was 
returned to the President at the end 
of the meeting.  Jim Cope then 
introduced our speaker, Mr. Mark 
Werner of Sentinel Orchids. 
President Kokin thanked the 
speaker and expressed appreciation 
to Jim Cope for his involvement 
in Mr. Werner’s appearance.  
Presiden Kokin then discussed 
the upcoming show in October, 
and thanked Tara Singleton for 
organizing the refreshments.  It 
was noted that she is employed 
by Verizon Communications, 
which has a donor program.  Her 
involvement with SOS is tallied 
hourly and once she has completed 
50 hours of work for SOS the 
Verizon Foundation will donate 
$500 to the Society.  (Applause for 
Tara and the Foundation!).    
President Kokin thanked those 
who provided plants and assisted 
in our display for the Sarasota 
Gardens Club Flower Show which 
took place the previous weekend.  
There being no further business, 
the meeting was adjourned.

Respectively submitted,
Gerri Reed. Secretary. 



Bits & Pieces. . .
   Odds & Ends
� Mr. Mark Werner, of Sentinel 

Orchids in the Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania area gave a very 
informative presentation at the 
April meeting.  He presented a slide 
program showing hybridizing results, 
suggested plant resources, and how to 
select a good plant.  He then reviewed 
the plant table.  Mark specializes in 
greenhouse design and is an AOS 
judge and writes articles for the AOS 
magazine.  A very interesting evening. 

� Medical stuff: Our President, Monroe 
Kokin fell off of his ladder and injured 
his foot; he is walking around with a 
foot cast.  Jo Davis is recovering from 
a minor auto accident, when a bad 
driver rear-ended her car.  Ken and 
Gladys Fehling both are recovering 
from surgery and Karen Seller is 
undergoing chemotherapy treatments. 
Our editor, Verona Simmons has 
finally recovered from her knee injury.  
We think it is the Spring weather that 
is causing all of these events.  Anyway, 
we all wish speedy recoveries to all 
of our members that have medical 
problems. 

� There will be no meeting of our 
Society in July as it is the July 4th 
holiday.  

� The show theme of the Orchid show 
is “Symphony of Orchids”.  As all of 
the vendors and participants will be 
presenting a musical theme, the show 
should be very spectacular.  All sorts 
of ideas could be used for the display, 
and we shall be compiling a committee 
soon, to oversee the display.  Any one 
interested in participating, please call 
Monroe Kokin.  Members should be 
grooming their plants ready to submit 
to the display, staking, and guiding 
shoots, and hopefully we will have 
many plants for our exhibit.  We will 
have a beautiful poster that will be 
placed all over town for advertising.  
This poster will also be for sale.  The 
dates for the Orchid show will be 
October 13th (beginning set up), 14th, 
15th and l6th.  Please sign up for 
tasks involved by contacting Monroe.  
Flyers will be available to pass out to 
our local stores, etc..   

� We donated monies to the Girl Scouts 
of Gulfcoast Florida, Inc. and they 
are placing a brick with our name 
and mission on it, on the walkway 
at their new Regional Girl Scout 
Campus.  The new campus is located 
at the corner of Proctor and Cattlemen 
Roads, and encompasses 6 1/2 acres 
of undisturbed, natural wetlands to 
be preserved for the enjoyment and 
education of members and visitors 
- today and for future generations.  
The wetlands environmental habitat 
will be widely utilized for programs to 
educate girls and leaders of all ages in 
conservation, wetlands preservation, 
water management, ecoscience and 
native Florida plants and wildlife. 

 
� We still need refreshments donated to 

our meetings: so do not come in with 
empty hands, bring something to eat. 
We need it. Our new Refreshment 
Chairperson is Tara Singleton and she 
appreciates all that you can bring in. 

� Thanks to Mecky Kreissle for 
managing the raffle table while Mike 
was away.  They do a good job. 

� Our speaker for May will be Ken 
Roberts. He will be speaking on “The 
New Paphiopedilum Species”.  Don’t 
miss this one. 

� In case you didn’t notice, we have 
an extensive book collection at the 
front of the room. You are welcome 
to browse and borrow any book 
that interests you, at no charge.  For 
assistance, please see Jim Fahrney, 
our Librarian.  

� The Venice Orchid Society is running 
a bus trip May 14th, to Redlands 
International Orchid festival. Cost for 
the trip is $30 per person, includes the 
bus gratuity for the driver and entrance 
into the show. No refunds after May 
5th. 

� Schedule: Our June meeting will 
feature a Round Table discussion. 
In house experts will be discussing 
a series of questions; how to grow, 
peculiarities of some orchids, and then 
will have questions and answers on the 
floor. If you have a specific question, 
they will help you. 

� There will be no meeting in July as it 
is the holiday, the fourth of July.  In 
August, Stig Dalstrom will present a 
program “The Pearls of the Andes”.  
September is our annual picnic, along 
with a speaker, Karen Norton of 
Selby Gardens, speaking about “the 
Gardens of Hawaii”.  In October, Jeff 
Higel will be speaking about “How To 
Get Your Plants Ready for the Show”. 
November meeting will feature the 
famous Milton Carpenter who will 
be speaking about the Warm and Cool 
Alliances of Oncidiums.  

� Scholarships: We are actively seeking 
applicants for our annual scholarship. 
We have placed applications in all 
of the area high schools, hoping 
that there is interest in botany and 
horticulture in any of the senior 
students.  The $1000 scholarship will 
be awarded for the next year, and the 
deadline for applications is March, 
2006. If you know of any student that 
might be interested, please contact 
Freda Tanner.  

� Last but Not Least: We have decided 
to ask for donors for our annual 
Orchid Show.  If you are employed 
by/or own a company, or know of a 
company that would be interested, 
in sponsoring our show. We need to 
have sponsors to cover some of the 
printing expenses, and their logo and 
information will be printed on all of 
our advertising materials. This is a 
good chance for the companies to 
expose their business, as thousands of 
people visit the show every year.  So, 
good members, put on your thinking 
caps, and try to find a business that 
would be willing to sponsor some 
of the costs of our beautiful show in 
return for profitable advertising.

�
Treasurer’s Report

Balance 3/15/05 ........................$9,983

Receipts..........................................485

Expenditures ..................................843

Balance 4/15/05 ........................$9,625



P.O. Box 19895
Sarasota, FL 34276-2895

Paphiopedilum armeniacum, 
S.C.Chen & Liu

Native to China, this 
species is unique in 
Paphiopedilums for its 
clear apricot yellow 

flowers. The round flowers are 
produced in spring and are held high 
above narrow leaves that are richly 
mottled with light and dark bluish 
green.  Paphiopedilum armeniacum 
has been at the center of conservation 
efforts to limit collection of plants 
from the wild for horticulture 
purposes. It grows in a remote area 
of southwest China near Bijiang in 
Western Yunnan Province. Plants are 
found on limestone hills and cliffs in 
forests above the Salween River. It 
is healthiest in rather bright diffused 
light. It should not be exposed to 
direct sun. Strong air movement 
should be provided at all times and 
plants thrive when placed in the 
strong, cool, moist airflow near 
the outlet of an evaporator cooler.  
Cultivated plants should be kept 

evenly moist while actively growing 
with only slight drying allowed 
between waterings. Water should 
be gradually reduced in the late 
autumn but the plants should never 
be allowed to dry out completely. 

For the long term care of the plant, a 
cool winter rest should be provided. 
Plants that have evolved under 
conditions requiring a dormant or rest 
period sometimes suddenly expire 

for no apparent reason when they 
are allowed to grow without a rest. 
They simply grow themsleves to 
death.  P. armeniacum probably does 
not need a rest period that is quite 
as long or severe as other plants but 
for at least two to three months night 
temperatures should be lowered to 
near 50 degrees and water should 
be reduced. Many growers prefer to 
use a hanging basket when planting, 
made from wire mesh, or a wooden 
slat basket lined with moss, because 
of the long rhizomes of new growth.  
If pots are used, use a wide shallow 
type such as a bulb pan. A balanced 
fertilizer mixed at one quarter or one 
half recommended strength should 
be applied weekly to biweekly while 
plants are actively growing.  Many 
growers recommend a fertilizer 
high in nitrogen, such as 30-10-
10.  Fertilizer should be reduced or 
eliminated during the rest period until 
water is increased in spring. 


