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Everything was perfect!
The weather was balmy, the sunset was 
spectacular over the bay, the fragrance 
of the orchids was intoxicating, the 
colors of the hundreds of ÿ owers 
was stunning and the audience was 
enthusiastic and seemingly having a 
great time.  The one side of the room 
was banked with hundreds of beautiful 
orchids, and the other side featured a 
groaning table of fantastic munchies, all 
donated by our members.  The public 
was very appreciative and consumed 
the goodies with great pleasure. The 
members certainly put a great effort 
into the refreshment area.  The room 
was resplendent with its new carpeting 
and new furnishings, courtesy of Marie 
Selby Gardens.  There were a lot of new 
faces who were new to orchid collecting, 
and some familiar ones looking for the 
rare plant that might just show up in 
the auctioneerõs hands.  A particular 
delightful visitor was a family with 
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Annual Orchid Auction a Success!
their three children, all delighted 
with the process of acquiring plants 
by auctioning.  The auctioneer, Neal 
VanDeree, as usual, did a marvelous 
job of speeling out the numbers, and 
coaxing out the higher bids.   Bill 
Fender, Bob Hague and Jim Roberts 
all assisted by describing the ÿ owers, 
how to grow them, and holding them 
up for all to see the beautiful colors.  
They did a superior job, as they are all 
very very knowledgeable about the 
culture of orchids.  The money raised 
by this auction is used to fund our 
Scholarship Fund for an area student 
interested in horticulture and botany.  
The remainder of the funds keep the 
SOS running for the year.
Last by not least:  want to thank all 
of the vendors and growers for their 
contributions; Worldwide Orchids,
R & F Orchids, Whimsy Orchids, 
Motes Orchids, Ratcliff Orchids, 
Gene Johnson Orchids, Bob Scully, 

Bob Hague, Raefel Romaro, 
Orchid Mania, Orchids Etc., 
Ellenton Growers, Fender 
Flora Orchids, Tropiÿ ora 
Orchids, Krull Smith Orchids, 
B & D Orchids, Bryd Orchids, 
Tropic One Orchids, Ritter 
Orchids, Art Stone Orchids, 
Orchid Island Orchids, Hicks 
Orchid Supplies, Florida Sun 
Coast Orchids, Art by Verona 
Warkentin Simmons, and 
John Odom of Odom Orchids. 

Not in my backyard.  That is how a NIMBY reacts to anything 
that tries to grow in their root zone.  A new neighbor would 
compete for limited soil moisture and nutrients 
and cannot afford to share already too 
sparse resources.  NIMBY plants contain 
chemicals toxic to other plants. These 
are released to maim or kill interlopers 
by interfering with photosynthesis or 
root development. Some synthetic 
herbicides were actually modeled after 
some of these natural NIMBY plant 
chemicals. This method of warfare is 
known as allelopathy and the various 
toxins as allelo-chemicals.  It was 
recently proved that these toxins can 
even alter populations of soil  ÿ ora 
and fauna to render large areas far less 
fertile overall.  
There are two basic ways that allelo-
chemicals are distributed.  One method 

releases toxins through the NIMBYõs plant roots into the 
surrounding soil. When a NIMBY root makes contact with 

that of another plant, it kills the invader on contact.  
As the NIMBY grows, its expanding root system 

will kill off preexisting  plants and shrubs 
it meets along the way.  Eucalyptus trees 

are typical of NIMBY plants that store 
toxin their leaves. The foliage falls to the 
ground. As the leaf decomposes the 
allelo-chemicals are leached into the 
soil.  Years of leaf litter can accumulate 
to higher toxicity levels which why 
it is rare to þ nd successful plants 
growing beneath eucalyptus trees. 
After a NIMBY dies or is removed, 

the soil retains this toxicity which 
gradually ebbs over time but even after 

the allelo-chemicals have leached away, 
there can still be long term damage to 

soil microorganism populations. This can 
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