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It's B-B-Q Time!!
Every one is welcome to come to our 
annual picnic, where we specialize in 
serving the worlds best BBQ!  BBQ Ribs, 
and BBQ Chicken!. The members will 
bring their special culinary dishes to 
go along with this great menu.  Call Jo 
Davis to let her know how many people 
will be attending. Her telephone number 
is 921-2987.

The Black Visitor

A danger to orchids 
any time the weather 
is rainy or damp for 

extended periods, black rot 
can quickly destroy an entire 
plant if left unchecked.  The 
fungi, called Pythium ultimum 
and Phytophthora cactorum, 
can only live in environments 
where water is available to 
them. They consist of spores 
capable of independent 

movement called zoospores, 
which swim through the water. 
If that water happens to sit on 
an orchid leaf, the zoospores 
penetrate the plant tissue and 
begin the next stage of their 
life cycle.  At this point, the 
fungus develops a vegetative 
part or mycelium consisting 
of hyphae (thin, threadlike 
tubes) which spread quickly 
through the plant tissues. The 

visible signs of infection - small 
watery, translucent spots 
- expand quickly and change 
to brown, and then black.  Left 
untreated, the affected plant 
may infect others and die. 
Black rot shows up as dark 
blackish spots or lesions on the 
affected plant part. The black 
spots enlarge rapidly and can 
spread throughout the plant. 

Last Monthõs Plant Table 
Winners

Left:  Onc. Mendenhall ôMonarchõ, 
grown by

Anne and Fred Gilmartin.

Right:  Den. Bracteosum,
grown by

Gladys and Ken Fehling
and Monroe Kokin.

Continued on page two.



The Sarasota Orchid So ci ety Inc. (SOS) 
   meets on the ý rst Monday of each    month 
at Selby Gar dens, 800 South Palm Ave. 

Sarasota, FL.  The SOS Inc., an af ý l i ate of 
the Amer i can Or chid So ci ety, is a non proý  t 
as so ci a tion with the aims of pro mot ing the 
de vel op ment, im prove ment and pres er va tion 
of or chids through the dis sem i na tion 
of in for ma tion con cern ing the cul ture, 
hy brid iza tion or de vel op ment of or chids; and 
gen er al ly to ex tend the knowl edge of or chids.  
An nu al dues are $15 - $20 for family.  Deadline 
for the news let ter is the 15th of the previous 
month.  Contributors to this news let ter give 
re print rights of their work to news let ters of 
other af ý l i ates of the Amer i can Or chid Society.
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Even if you signed up at the meeting, please call
Jo Davis if you would like to attend the picnic. 
Call her at 921-2987 or 228-5501 no later than 
Thursday, September I don't have the sign up 

sheet from the meeting. It somehow got lost, so 
please call.  Ribs and chicken will be supplied

by The Oaks Barbeque in Sarasota.

Affected leaves may turn yellow around the affected area and the 
lesions themselves will be soft and exude water whenever pressure 
is applied. 
Do not allow your orchidsõleaves to remain wet for any extended 
period. Good air circulation is the key and can help the orchids dry 
off after a rain or watering.  The addition of fans in the growing 
area can improve the airÿ ow and help prevent rots.  Some growers 
recommend the use of a high calcium fertilizer in the spring to help 
avoid black rot in new growth.  To stop the spread of black rot, 
using a sterile knife, cut out the diseased portion of the plant taking 
a small measure of healthy tissue bordering the affected area as a 
safety precaution.  In sympodial (many stemmed) plants such as 
cattleyas, it may be necessary to cut below the leaves and into the 
pseudobulb to stop the spread of the disease.  For a monopodial 
orchid (vandas and phals) remove the infected portion of the leaf, 
or the entire leaf, to halt the spread of the fungus before it reaches 
the crown.   Once the infected plant parts are removed, a fungicide 
should be applied to protect the healthy remaining tissue.  
Drenches of a protectant fungicide such as Truban or Terrazole 
are recommended if the disease is diagnosed early.  For more 
advanced cases, a systemic fungicide such as Aliette or Captan, or 
Dithane M45, and Physan 20 have also been recommended   for 
blackrot control.  Courtesy of Susan Jones, AOS

The Black Visitor continued from page one.
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ï It's September . . .  picnic time 
again.  The menu is really 
mouth watering, with lots of 
BBQ ribs and chicken, and the 
members will be bringing the 
usual great dishes.  If you are 
planning on attending, please 
call Jo Davis at 921-2987 or 229-
5501 as soon as possible so that 
she can correctly order how 
many ribs will be needed.  We 
request that all members bring 
a dish. . . if your last name is in 
between A to E, please bring 
a salad. If it is in between F to 
L please bring beverages and 
if your name is between M 
to Z, you can bring a knock-
your-socks-off dessert.  Our 
usual rafÿe and plant table, so 
bring your bloomers for all of 
us to enjoy.  A fun time for all!  
Don’t forget to call Jo!!

ï Tap into our web site. at
 www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 

to þnd out the particulars and 
latest news on the upcoming 
show.  The web site lists the 
vendors who will be there, 
along with the latest news 
about our Society.  The poster 
is featured on the web site, and 
it looks great. Donõt forget to 
pick up copies of the ÿyers at 
our BBQ meeting so that you 
can pass them around. The 
posters will be for sale again, 
$5 for members, as we will be 
selling them at the show for 
non members at $10.

ï Our society has been invited 
to participate in the Miami 
International Orchid Show 
on March 3, 4,  & 5, 2006.  It 
will be held in the Miami 
Beach Convention Center. 
Information: Sandy Schultz. 
(305) 666-2238

Bits & Pieces . . .  Odds & Ends

ï The Ridge Orchid Society will 
have their 43rd Annual Show 
September 17th and 18th. Lake 
Mirror center, 121 South Lake 
Ave. Lakeland. Contact Kay 
(863) 965-1736

ï Members on the Move. . . Jim 
Cope is now residing in New 
Jersey, and the Society will 
miss all of his help and efforts. 
Gladys and Ken Fehling will 
be moving as well as Marie 
Duffy (as soon as her broken 
bones get better). 

ï A HEARTFELT AND 
GRATEFUL THANKS to 
Meckie Kreissle for her 
generous donation to our 
treasury.  

ï ORCHIDS ETC. is having a 
bare root SALE in the months 
of August and September. 
Come early and often since 
Jeff Higle will dividing stock 
plants throughout that time 
and the selection will be varied 
and diverse daily.  They are 
not getting rid of junk, and are 
selling very good plants. 10% 
off for Society members on all 
plants and products. 

ï Last monthõs Plant table 
winners: Onc. Mendenhall 
ôMonarchõ, grown by Anne 
and Fred Gilmartin.  Den. 
Bracteosum, grown by Gladys 
and Ken Fehling and Monroe 
Kokin.

ï Are you are interested in 
a Peruvian Orchid Tour? 
The tour conductor is Karol 
Villena, Peruvian biologist 
and orchid expert, daughter of 
Renato Villena, the founder 
of Vivero Agro Oriente. For 
more information, contact 
www.peruwelcome.com .

ï Our October meeting will 
feature Jeff Higel and his 
presentation is òHow to Get 
Your Plants Ready for a Showó.   
If you are deciding to exhibit 
your blooms for October, this 
is one meeting you should not 
miss.  

ï In November, Milton 
Carpenter will be our speaker, 
along with plants for sale.  
Mr. Carpenter is a native of 
the Florida Everglades and 
has been growing orchids 
for 43 years and is the owner 
of Everglades Orchids, Inc. 
In Belle Glade, Florida. He 
is also President, Trustee, 
Life Member and accredited 
Judge for the American 
Orchid Society.  His quest 
in hybridizing has been 
to develop new hybrids 
within the Oncidiinae and 
Cymbidiinae that will thrive in 
warm as well as cool climates.  

ï CAMP LOT OF NOISE 
TROPICALS will be hosting 
the 9th Summerõs End Orchid 
and Plant Affair with Tropic I 
Orchids, and JB Orchids.  Nine 
other vendors will be selling 
foliage plants, bromeliads, fruit 
and rare trees.

 Saturday, September 17th 
and Sunday, September 18th.  
Greenhouses: 4084 47th St. 
Sarasota, Tel: (941) 371-2483.

TREASURERõS REPORT
Balance 6/17/05........................$8,523
Receipts..........................................$50
Expenditures.............................$1944
Balance 7/30/05 ......................$6,629
Receipts......................................$1936
Expenditures.............................$1486
Balance 8/16/05........................$6,979



P.O. Box 19895
Sarasota, FL 34276-2895

New Poster/Flyer
The new four-color poster on cardstock and 
the small ÿyers are ready to be spread around 
the county.  We would like all of the members 
to distribute the ÿyers to all public places such 
as medical ofþces, or stores or club hallsé 
anywhere that the public congregates.  We 
need more exposure for this orchid show, 
along with the advertising that our Committee 
is organizing.  So, when you attend our great 
barbecue, do not forget to grab a handful of 
ÿyers to spread the word about the once-a-
year orchid show.  This is one way to help 
advertise our show.  We also would like the 
members to consider helping with the hard 
part of setting up the show.  We need strong 
helpers to pick up and assemble the wooden 
sections of the display.  At the present time, we 
have no volunteers for this difþcult task.  So, 
call Monroe Kokin, our Show Chairman, and 
volunteer to help.  


