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September in your Orchid Collection
by Dr. Martin Motes

September looms as the only truly dismal month in Sout

word, September disheartens since it is easily the dampe
dullest month in the year. Although more inches of rain fz
in June, more hours of rain occur in the often slow,
seemingly endless drizzles of September. Frequently a d
or two can pass without so much as a solid hour of truly
bright sunshine to lift our spirits and dry out our plants. D
are growing much shorter also, with long nights when ou
plants are wet from the frequent rains. Coming at the enc
the rainy season when disease pressure has been buildi
September presents the maximum opportunity for fungal
bacterial diseases to take hold of our orchids. Hopefully

careful watering practices and the judicial use of fungicid
(as recommended last month) will have diminished the
potential for disease in our collections. But even in the bg
managed collection, September calls for extra vigilance.
Keep a close eye out for problems and remove immediat
any plant that shows the first sign of fungus to a dry loca
to prevent the disease being spread by splashing rain dr
Good hygiene is particularly important this month. Clean
growing areas and remove any dead leaves, twigs or oth
organic debris from the plants and the ground. In Septen
numerous diseases that linger in decaying plant material
the ideal conditions that allow them to jump to the living

tissue of our prize orchids. Such problems can develop n
quickly in September than in any other month. Septembe
a month to stay home and be there for your orchids. Loo
every plant, every day.

September, above all, is the month that the old Florida
growers’ adage that "One needs a cat to grow good orch
holds true. By leaving enough space between plants on
shade house bench for a cat to walk around without kno
them down, one provides the good air circulation which i

absolutely essential in periods of protracted wet weather.

Well spaced plants are much less likely to encounter dis
problems this month.

Continue Page 7
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S Tama Lichtman 955-8841
or Email: tamco@comcast.net
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SEPTEMBER 3, 2007
6:30 PM
THE SARASOTA ORCHID
SOCIETY
ANNUAL LABOR DAY PICNIC
Marie Selby Botanical Garden
811 South Palm Avenue
Sarasota, Fl

We will be serving chicken and ribs with all
the fixings. The members are asked to
bring salads, desserts and beverages.

The membership list is being divided into
t three groups according to last names. We
are looking for a large turnout as spouses
and guest are also invited to attend. Some
Y suggestions are made as to what to bring
Please make enough for 12
servings each.
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; A -G = DESSERTS: ex. cookies,

and brownies, pies, cakes and fresh fruit.

H - M = BEVERAGES: ex. sodas,
lemonade, iced teas and flavored waters.

es
t
N - Z = SALADS: ex. fresh garden salad,

Y pasta salad, coleslaw, potato salad, bean
N

e

UPmembers as to what you will bring and how
°r many people will be coming with you.

find A-G DESSERTS:

re Sherrie Balaity 924-2573
is or Email: sherrie.balaity@gmail.com

at
H-M BEVERAGES:

Shirley Gongaware 924- 7852
or Email: shirllee@webtv.com

WE'RE LOOKING FORWARD TO
HEARING FROM ALL OF YOU.

)SPlease respond to the following committee

D
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The Sarasota Orchid Society Inc. (SOS) meets on the firg
Monday of each month at Selby Gardens, 800 South Paln
Ave., Sarasota, FL. The SOS Inc., an affiliate of the
American Orchid Society, is a nonprofit association with
the aims of promoting the development, improvement anfl
preservation of orchids through the dissemination of
information concerning the culture, hybridization or
development of orchids; and generally to extend the
knowledge of orchids.

=)

Annual dues are $15—$20 for family. Deadline for the
newsletter is the 15th of the previous month.
Contributors to this newsletter give reprint rights of their
work to newsletters and other affiliates of the American
Orchid Society.

SOCIETY OFFICERS
President

Laurie Stoner (941) 358-8537
laurissas@msn.com

Vice President & Past President
Monroe Kokin (941) 918-4414
orchidpix@comcast.net

Corresponding Secretary
Carolyn Langdon (941) 907-4161
carolynlangdon@tampabay.rr.com

Recording Secretary
Sally Werlinich (941) 346-5465
swerli@att.net

AOS Representative
Jo Davis 228-5501
orchidjosi@comcast.net

Treasurer
Linda Kokin 918-4414
mkorchid@comcast.net

Members at Large

Freda Tanner 921-3839
Brisa Cabrera 925-4349
Mary Franklin 355-4915
Roberta Arcand 756-8584
Manuel Chepote 388-2528
Norm Hillstrom 926-0166
Sam Boyd 923-7610
Juanita Goolsby 351-3019

Librarian
Jim Fahrney 924-7178

Newsletter
Monroe Kokin - orchidpix@comcast.net

Publicity/Advertising
Carolyn Langdon - carolynlangdon@tampabay.rr.com

Counsel
Robert M. Johnson, Esq. 941-951-0707

Support Our Vendors and Suppliers

Jone Ritchie
Orchid Art
941-922-3434

Palmer Orchids
Robert Palmer
941-322-1644

Fenders Flora Orchids
Bill & Susan Fender
941-412-1355

Stig Dalstrom
Research Assistant
Selby Gardens
941-955-7553

Featherstone Orchids
Ed Bugbee
352-795-4614

Hicks Orchid Supplies
John & Lois Hicks
407-256-8518

Krull-Smith Orchids
Jim Krull
407-866-4134

Odom Orchids
John Odom
772-467-1386

Orchid Mania
Karen Harper
941-322-1678

Orchid Etcetera
Jeff and Walter
941-921-9138

Tom Ritter Orchids
Orlando
407-855-8809

Nature on the Rocks
Palm Coast, Fl
888-490-9631

Canaima Orchids
Michael Sinn
941-751-0536

Ellenton Growers
Lisa & Bob Smith
941-722-9308

Florida Suncoast Orchid
Jim Roberts
941-544-6831

Chapman Orchids
Charles Chapman
407-619-1907

Pelican Coast Farms
Jerry Meola
239-693-8967

RF Orchids
Robert Fuchs
305-245-4570

Wayne Hibbs

Farm & Garden Center
Jeff Hibbs
941-366-4954

Plantio La Orquidea
Rafael Romaro
941-3087

JOIN THE AOS

Our new members should consider joining
the American Orchid Society. They put out a

marvelous monthly magazine with lots of

information. Dues are U.S. single

membership $60.00 for a 2 year membership

$108.00. American Orchid Society, 16700

AQOS Lane, Delray Beach, Fl. 33446.




If you are not a member of the American
Orchid Society, let me briefly tell you about
the premier organization devoted to our
hobby. The AOS is the world’s largest
specialty horticulture group and offers
information not available elsewhere. The
monthly magazine,Orchids, is the most
highly regarded orchid periodical in the
world. The photography and articles are
outstanding. Membership entitles you to a
10% discount on publications and your
dues support conservation and educationa
programs. As a new member you will
receive a copy ofvour First Orchid, a book
chock full of advice and anAlmanaclisting
all affiliate organizations (Florida has the
most with 58), growers, special interest
groups, descriptions of awards, and many
more resources. Membership forms are
available at the sign-in table for anyone
who needs one.

The AOS also publishes thé&wards Quar-
terly, with detailed descriptions of 200-300
awarded orchids with color photographs.

We need your input: Do you have
any ideas on how to increase our
membership? Do you know of any
deserving student in the
Sarasota/Bradenton area who woulc
be
interested in our $1000 scholarship

NJ

Linda Kokin is accepting
2008 Dues. If you have noi
paid your dues as of yet yot
are delinquent. Please mak

your checks
payable to the
Sarasota Orchid
Society
P.O Box 19895
Sarasota Fl 34276-2895

An Urgent Request to Our
Members; We would like to
publish an up-to-date 2007 — 200
Directory of Members and
Suppliers.
Unfortunately, some of our
records are incomplete and
obsolete. We would like the
members to drop us a line,
stating their correct address,
telephone number and email
address. Please drop a card in th
mail to
Linda Kokin
594 Oak River Ct. Osprey, Fl
34229
941-918-4414
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Lets talk about sales....The vendors who lecture at our meetings take their valuable time anc
effort to educate us on orchid culture. In turn, they ask us to buy their plats especially if they are for

sale at our meetings.

We know that there are lots of places to buy orchids in our area but as members®0S, we should
really make a point of patronizing the speakers and advertisers when we fpmew plants




Upcoming Events
September
15-16 Ridge Orchid Society Show,

Tiger Town Hanger 2, 2301
Lakeland Hills Blvd., Lakeland, FL

October

5-7 Florida West Coast Orchid
Society Show. Contact: Pam Heath, 3874 McKay
Creek Dr., Largo, Fl

6-7 Ocala Orchid Society Show.
Contact: Louis H. Martin, 9213 SW 197th Cir.,
Dunnellon, FL 34432 (352) 4894479

October 7 only

South Florida Orchid Society
Speakers Day, Signature Gardens,
Miami, FL. (786) 385-2616

12-14 East Everglades Orchid

Society Show, R.F. Orchids, 28100 SW 182nd Ave

Homestead, FL

20-21 Fort Pierce Orchid Society Show, St. Lucie
County Fairgrounds, 15601 W. Midway Rd., Ft.
Pierce, FL.

20-21

Gainesville Orchid Society Show, Savannah Grand

301 N. Main St., Gainesville, FL.

26-28

Delray Beach Orchid Society Show, Old School
Square Gymnasium, 51 N. Swinton Ave., Delray
Beach, FL.

November

2-4 Tampa Orchid Club. Contact: Doris Cook, 3205

Laurel Dale Dr., Tampa, FL

3-4 (Non-Judged)

Brevard County Orchid Society Show, Azan Shrine

Center, 1591 W. Eau Gallie Blvd., Melbourne, FL.

JANUARY 2008

4-6

Sarasota Orchid Society Show, Sarasota
Municipal Auditorium, 801 Tamiami Tr.,
Sarasota, FL.

1%

The Hospitality Committee will
provide the following at our monthly
meetings

Cheese
Crackers
Fruit
Hot Coffee and fixings
Iced tea — sweet and unsweetened
Water

Any additions to the table will be greatly
appreciated.
Contributions can be made at the
table.

Hospitality Committee Members

Sherrie Balaity 941-924-2573
Shirley Gongaware 941-924-7852
Tama Lichtman 941-955-8841

At the last show one of our
greatest moneymakers was the
sale of live
orchid arrangements in
bud-vases.

An artistic person is needed to
assist Connie Waymer making
these lovely creations.
The experience will be very

rewarding.
Please contact Monroe if you
can help at 918-4414




2008 CONTRIBUTORS CATEGORIES

Sponsors
Diamond Sponsor Level $750.0tnside Front page or Back Cover
of the Orchid Show Journal
Platinum Sponsor Level $500.0eull page Ad in Show Journal
Gold Sponsor Level $250.@ne-half page Ad in Show Journal
Silver Sponsor Level $150.@ne-third page Ad in ShowJournal
Bronze Sponsor Level $100.8usiness Card size
Patrons
Sapphire Patron Level $ 75.0Qisting in Journal
Ruby Patron Level $ 50.0Qisting in Journal
Emerald Patron Level $ 25.00 Listing in Journal

Additional Amenities

Diamond Sponsors
6 free tickets to the 2008 Orchid Show Candlelighbinner
on Saturday evening, January 5th
Platinum Sponsor
2 free tickets to the 2008 Orchid Show CandlelighHbinner
on Saturday evening, January 5th

Name listed on all commercial advertising for the @hid Show,
in the Orchid Show Journal and on Sarasota Orchid 8ciety website.

Diamond, Platinum and Gold Sponsors
Table at the Orchid Show for Printed Material relating to their company or organization.
Listing on Sarasota Orchid Society website

Silver and Bronze Sponsors
Listed on Sarasota Orchid Society weslte

Patrons
Listed in Show Journal

Closing date is November 30, 2007




51st ANNUAL ORCHID SHOW

The Sarasota Orchid Society’s 51st Annual OrchiovBill be held the weekend dnuary 39, 4" and 5th, 2008 the hours
are 12 noon to 8:00 pm on January 3rd and 9:@Q0 pm on January 5th & 6th at the Sarasota Mpaichuditorium, 801
North Tamiami Trail in Sarasota, FL.

This American Orchid Society sanctioned show wilbwcase thousands of award-winning Orchids in ibplays created by
orchid vendors and local orchid societies.

SPONSOR and PATRON FORM

Company or Individual Name

Address

City State Zipcode
Telephone Fax

E-mail

Please attach your Business Card.

Please make checks payable to
Sarasota Orchid Society,
Attention: Monroe Kokin, Co- Chairman
51% Annual Orchid Show
P.O. Box 19895,

Sarasota, FL 34276-2895

Visit our website: www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org

Deadline November 30, 2007
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Remember that your plants will have grown conside
bly over the summer and that the space they occup
comfortably in the Spring has now been filled by thg
own growth as well as their neighbors. Space them
Now is perhaps the time to decide to hang some of
larger ones where they will dry much more quickly.

The small cute ones will be very appreciative of the
tra air and light.

ex
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Another excellent way to increase air circulation ang
enhance rapid drying is by trimming excess
(particularly vertical) branches from all trees which
support orchids or are near to orchid growing areas| B
increasing the light and air flow one will also garner|the
benefit of reducing the possibility that such trees will
be knocked down in a severe storm. Trees trimmed|to
permit proper air circulation and light for orchids wefe
frequently the only ones which survived upright afte
Andrew. As there is rarely time to do such pruning
when storm warnings are actually posted and creating
extra debris is not then wise, now is the time to protect
both your orchids and your trees. Days are shortening
quickly now and more hours of rain and overcast skies
mean that your orchids will benefit from all the addi-
tional light that they can get. Beginning the process|of
"hardening off" our plants with this additional light wjill
give them a leg up on the coming cool weather as wel
As orchids grown outside are so frequently wet in Sep
tember, it is often difficult to apply fertilizer or fungi-
cides to the plants because they are already damp.
Catch 22!- the plants need extra protection because th
are wet and because they are wet one can’'t apply
chemicals to protect them. In these circumstances,
many growers find Quaternary ammonium compounds
useful. Sold as Physan, Consan, Greenshield or Triath
lon these disinfectants dissolve totally in water and cat
be applied to wet plants. Strengths vary so follow the
label. Although Federal regulations say they should{na
many growers substitute the cheap and readily avallak
pool algicide which contain the same active ingredi¢nt
Home Depot sells a brand called “Pool Time” which
could be purchased legally to disinfect walks and path
ways at the rate of 1 to 2 tsps. per gallon and woulq ce
tainly do no harm at that rate, if it came into contact
with the orchids no more frequently than every 7-10
days.

This month when those brief periods of dry weather
permit growers to think of applying other pesticides
they are tempted to think of giving their starving
charges fertilizer as well. This is generally not a gog
idea with any fertilizer containing phosphorous (the
second in the numerical series of three numbers).

d

Phosphorus changes the PH of water and tends tq in-
teract with many other chemicals reducing their effec-
tiveness. In September we need as much fire power
from our chemical arsenal as we can get. A much bet-
ter strategy in general to add some nutrients employs
potassium nitrate (KNO3) 13-0-43 at a rate of 1 ths
per gallon of water. One should ask for the type usu-
ally referred to as “spray grade”. In general sympo-
dial orchids are reaching the end of their growth cycle
as September progresses so a reduction in nitrogen
from the potassium nitrate substitution or a missed fer-
tilizer application usually does little harm to orchids
grown outside in South Florida. Soft cane dendrobi-
ums of the "Nobile" types will actually benefit from
the reduction in feeding. It's time to wean these de
ciduous types before cutting them off entirely from
grub next month. Vandas aRthalaenopsi®n the
other hand can be fertilized as often as weather per-
mits and will bloom all the stronger for this extra at
tention in the coming months.

Snails can also be a problem again in September.
if you earlier used the “lightly, frequently” baiting
suggested in July, snails can travel long distances
wet ground in the dull, dark weather of September
Chances are your neighbors have not been as good as
you on shail control. So, once more with feeling: snail
bait "lightly, frequently” to give a warm welcome to
any recently arrived mollusks. With an eye to the
heavens (or at least to the TV screen), removing any
old boards, empty pots or other debris that might fly
about in a storm will also render the humble snails
homeless. An opportunity to re-double your virtue and
save some precious moments in the face of the storm
that we hope never comes!
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Tasks for September
Space plants to permit more air circulation

Trim trees to permit more light and lessen the wind
load on them

Clean up growing area removing any dead leaves
other organic matter

or

Tidy up old pots or other objects on the ground
Apply snail bait; lightly, frequently

Spray quaternary ammonium cloride




.0. Box
aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

Happy Labor
Day



