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July Meeting 
 

Monday, July 7, 2008 
 

6:30 PM 
Cultural Study Class 

With Jeff Higel 
 

Round table discussion Q &A 
How experienced members raise 

their orchids. 
 

Raffle Table & Show Table 
 

Marie Selby Botanical  
Gardens 

Activities Center 
811 South Palm Ave. 

Sarasota, Florida  
 

see page #8 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS & 

SPEAKERS 
 

August 4th 
Kati Caldwell 
Vanda Alliance  

 
September 1st 

 Labor Day Barbeque Picnic  
6:00 PM 

 
October 6 th 

Jerry Meola 
Organic Pesticides  

 
November 3rd 

Ty Wilson 

Preparing your Orchids for Show and  
Display. 

 
December 1st 

SOS Annual Auction  
 

January 2, 2009 
Show Set-Up 

January 3 & 4, 2009 
52nd Annual SOS Show  

July 
2008 

 
www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 



The Sarasota Orchid Society Inc. (SOS) meets on the 
first Monday of each month at Selby Botanical Gardens, 
800 South Palm Ave., Sarasota, FL.  The SOS Inc., an       
affiliate of the American Orchid  Society, is a nonprofit 
association with the aims of promoting the development, 
improvement and preservation of orchids through the 
dissemination of information concerning the culture, 
hybridization or development of orchids; and generally 
to extend the knowledge of orchids.   
 
www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 
 
Annual dues are $20; $25 for family.  Deadline for the 
newsletter is the 15th of the previous month.   
 
Contributors to this newsletter give  reprint rights of 
their work to newsletters and other affiliates of the 
American Orchid Society. 
 

SOCIETY OFFICERS 
President 
Laurie Stoner (941) 358-8537 
laurissas@msn.com 
 

Vice President & Past President 
Monroe Kokin (941) 445-4789 
orchidpix@comcast.net 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Carolyn Langdon (941)  907-4161 
carolynlangdon@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Recording Secretary 
Sally Werlinich (941) 346-5465 
swerli@att.net 
 

AOS Representative 
Jo Davis 228-5501 
Srqjd@verizon.net 
 

Treasurer 
Linda Kokin  445-4789 
mkorchid@comcast.net 
 

Members at Large 
Freda Tanner 921-3839 
Mary Franklin 355-4915 
Roberta Arcand 756-8584 
Manuel Chepote 388-2528 
Norm Hillstrom 926-0166 
Sam Boyd 923-7610 
Juanita Goolsby 351-3019 
 

Librarian 
Jim Fahrney 924-7178  
 

Newsletter 
Monroe Kokin - orchidpix@comcast.net 
 

Publicity/Advertising 
Carolyn Langdon - carolynlangdon@tampabay.rr.com 
 

 Support Our Vendors and Suppliers 
Absolute Aluminum - Custom Made Orchid Houses 
941-497-7777 
American Travel Group , Shelton Thorne 
813-282-4510 or 800-266-0755  
 

Blue Pagoda  Mickey Carnell 
941-474-3255 (Monday - Saturday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM) 
 

Canaima Orchids  Michael Sinn     
941-773-2940 (Monday - Saturday 10:00 AM - 4:00PM)  
 

Chapman's Orchids  Charlie Chapman              
407-619-1907 
 

Featherstone Orchids Ed & Lyn Bugbee      
352-795-4614 
 

Fender's Flora Orchids Bill & Susan Fender            
941-412-1355  (Monday - Saturday  9:00AM  - 2:00PM) 
 

Florida SunCoast Orchids Jim Roberts        
941-544-6831  By Appointment only 
 

Hicks Orchid Supplies John & Lois Hicks    
407-256-8518 
 

Krull-Smith Orchids Jim Krull & Frank Smith        
407-866-4134 
 

Nature on the Rocks Guy & Janice   
888-490-9631 
 

Odom's Orchids John & Louise Odom          
772-467-1386 
 

Orchid Art  Joné Ritchie        
941-922-3434 By appointment only 
 

Orchid Mania Karen Harper  
941-322-1678  (Monday - Saturday 9:00AM -  5:00PM)  
 

Orchids Etcetera Jeff & Walter         
941-921-9138  (Tuesday - Saturday 9:00AM - 5:00PM) 
 

Palmer Orchids Robert Palmer          
941-322-1644  (Saturday only 9:00 AM  - 2:00 PM) 
Or by Appointment Only 
 

Pelican Coast Farms Jerry Meola      
239-693-8967 
 

Plantío La Orquídea  Rafael Romaro            
941-504-7737 (Monday to Saturday 9:00AM  - 5:00PM) 
 

Venice Orchids Bob Hague    
941-321-4691 (Monday - Saturday 9:00AM - 2:00PM)   
 

Wayne Hibbs Farm & Garden Jeff Hibbs    
941-366-4954 ( Monday - Saturday 9:00 AM- 5:00PM) 
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JOIN THE AOS  

  
If you are not a member of the American 
Orchid Society, let me briefly tell you about 
the premier organization devoted to our 
hobby.  The AOS is the world’s largest  
specialty horticulture group and  offers  
information not available elsewhere.  The 
monthly magazine, Orchids, is the most 
highly-regarded orchid periodical in the 
world.  The photography and articles are 
outstanding. Membership entitles you to a 
10% discount on publications and your 
dues support conservation and  educational 
programs. As a new member you will        
receive a copy of Your First Orchid, a book 
chock full of advice and an Almanac listing 
all     affiliate organizations (Florida has the 
most with 58),  growers, special interest 
groups, descriptions of awards, and many 
more resources.  Membership forms are 
available at the sign-in table for anyone 
who needs one.   
 
The AOS also publishes the Awards      
Quarterly (Now on CD), with detailed  
descriptions of   200-300 awarded orchids 
with color photographs.  I eagerly await 
mine every three months. 
 
Dues are U.S. single membership $60.00 for 
a 2 year membership $108.00.  American 
Orchid Society, 16700 AOS Lane, Delray 
Beach, Fl. 33446 
 
Monroe 
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Lets talk about sales…...The vendors who lecture at our meetings take their valuable time 
and effort to educate us on orchid culture.  In turn, they ask us to buy their plants which they bring 
to sell  at our meetings.   
 
We know that there are lots of places to buy orchids in our area but as members of SOS, we should 
really make a point of patronizing the speakers and advertisers when we buy new plants.  

                            Treasurer’s Report 
 

Beginning Balance     5/15/08                       10390.06 
                                                             
Income                                                             
        Membership                                   5. 
        Raffle Income                             144. 
         Advertising Income                      10. 
 
Total Income                                           159.00 
 

Expenses 
             
        Printing Expense                          85.07            
        Meeting Expense                        175.00 
        Library Equipment                    845.83 
                
Total Expenses                                       1105.90 
   
Adjustment for self-audit  (plus)           706.97 
 
Ending Balance     6/15/08                           10150.13 
 

Tampa Orchid Club  
 

Will be hosting a trip to  
Carter and Holmes from  

August 8 thru August 10, 2008  
 

Carter and Holmes is located in Newberry, 
SC. The cost of the trip will be approximately 
$100 for the bus. Motel and food will be extra.  

 
We need to firm up the commitment of those 
who will be going. We will need a $50 deposit 

payable to TOC by the June 24 meeting.  
Earlier if possible.  

Bob Munsch  
813-909-7547  

                    rmunsch1@verizon.net  
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Show & Tell Instructions 

First, Please place your name on the numbered sign-in sheet (numbers  
coincide with the exhibitor # on the Plant Entry card.) Fill out Plant  

entry card (Jo will assign Entry #) 
 

Please put your plants on the appropriate table: Species, Hybrids  
(crosses) or Novice. Tables are clearly marked as such. If you're not  

sure which table to put it on, please ask Jo. 
Novice table is for anyone who has been growing orchids less than 3  

years. 
 

At break time, please vote for your favorite orchids: Best Species  
Choice, Best Members Choice, and Novice Choice by writing the  

Entry# from the plant entry card on the ballot. Ballots will be counted  
and ribbons will be awarded at the end of the meeting while we are  
reviewing the Show & Tell table. Our speaker will be picking their  

favorite for a Speakers Choice Ribbon. Monroe will photograph the  
winners each month and the color pictures will be posted in the next month’s  

online newsletter (black & white if mailed) and on the website 

 
Raising Healthy Orchids  
Excerpted from the AOS.  

 
Healthy orchids are the result of a carefully planned culture regimen in which the plants are  
observed on a regular basis and grown in a clean environment. Many ailments can be quickly  
detected and dealt with before they affect other specimens in a collection. A few minutes  
spent each week checking plants is the best prescription for a clean bill of health.  
 
An effective program begins with the purchase of vigorous orchids. Invest in specimens bearing 
green leaves devoid of black or yellow marks. The plants should be securely rooted in a mix that is 
firm, not mushy and acrid.  
 
Isolate new purchases for two weeks before adding them to a collection to prevent any insects or  
diseases from infecting other orchids. If any ill effects are noticed, take the plant back to the  
seller and ask for advice, or request a replacement.  
 
Maintain a spotless growing area. Remove faded flowers and dead leaves promptly. Water early 
enough in the day so the plants and flowers dry by night. Do not let puddles of water accumulate. 
Operate fans or open windows (during warm weather) to provide adequate ventilation. Fertilize 
enough, but not too much, or weak growth, which is susceptible to insects and diseases, will result.  
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When an infection is noticed, act swiftly. Identify the culprit. Take the plant (or a sample leaf  
or flower) to an orchid society meeting, the nursery where the plant was purchased or a county  
cooperative extension service. Wrap the sick specimen in a plastic bag to prevent it from  
infecting plants at the destination. However, do not leave it in an un-vented car in the summer,  
or an unheated car in the winter, or additional injury may result. The ailment will most likely  
be one of four basic kinds. 
 
Insects  
Aphids, scale, mealybugs, thrips and spider mites are a few of the insects that attack orchids.  
The first three are easily seen; the last pair require the aid of a magnifying lens. Talk with local  
orchid growers to learn how to identify these insects and their symptoms. New growth and  
buds are common attack points. Understand the insects’ life cycles and apply repeated doses  
of a control to eliminate all phases. Soft, cottony mealybugs on this new paphiopedilum  
growth will deform the leaves. Prompt action is necessary to eliminate the insects. 
 
Diseases  
Fungi and bacteria injure orchids. A warm and humid environment with inadequate ventilation  
creates the perfect atmosphere in which fungi and bacteria thrive, causing soft spots, sunken  
areas on leaves, root rot and other ailments. Inadequate air circulation and damp conditions can  
induce Botrytis cinera, which ruins flowers with its fine speckling. 
 
Viruses  
Orchids are prone to viruses that can cause flowers to be abnormal. Typical symptoms are  
streaking of color and deformity of flowers, and irregular light and dark streaks in leaves. When  
uncertain if a virus is to blame, consult a professional. Businesses exist that will test orchids  
for the presence or absence of virus. Destroy virus-infected plants; viruses can infect other  
orchids and cause harm. 
 
Viruses are spread by animal insect vectors, and by improper hygiene, such as ineffective  
sterilization techniques on recycled pots and clips, and cutting tools. When severing a flower  
cluster or dividing orchids, always sterilize the cutting tool by passing the blade through a flame  
or dipping in alcohol. Use disposable gloves on each plant to be divided. 
 
Physiological Disorders  
An imbalance of water, light and temperature creates symptoms of problems. For example,  
over-watering can cause roots to rot, and, because the plant cannot absorb water, the  
pseudobulbs to shrivel. The effect is noticed on the pseudobulbs, but the cause is in the medium. 
Frequently, a change in the care program will solve physiological ailments.  
 
Once an insect or disease problem is identified, choose an appropriate solution. Do not reach  
for the nearest available pesticide. Consider effective options that will not harm the environment.  
A cluster of aphids on a cattleya shoot can be carefully wiped off with a cloth soaked in  
sudsy warm water. Dab away mealybugs lodged in a bloom sheath with a cotton swab dipped in  
alcohol. Diatomaceous earth sprinkled on the medium discourages snails and slugs.  
 



Occasionally it is necessary to rely on a chemical, especially when many plants are involved.  
Some growers plan regular spray programs to control insects and diseases. Houseplant insect sprays  
are handy to spot-check a single plant, especially in the home (but remove the plant from the  
growing area prior to spraying); more elaborate systems may be employed for larger operations.  
 
Once an insect or disease problem is identified, choose an appropriate solution. Do not reach  
for the nearest available pesticide. Consider effective options that will not harm the environment.  
A cluster of aphids on a cattleya shoot can be carefully wiped off with a cloth soaked in sudsy  
warm water. Dab away mealybugs lodged in a bloom sheath with a cotton swab dipped in alcohol.  
Diatomaceous earth sprinkled on the medium discourages snails and slugs.  
 
Before spraying, be forewarned that some chemicals will damage flowers. The oil carrier  
(sually xylene) in emulsifiable pesticides can injure flowers or plants, often in conjunction with high  
temperatures.  
 
Frequently repeated applications are necessary to eradicate all traces of an insect. Be prepared to  
spray two or three times at seven-to 10-day intervals. 
 
Before applying any chemical: 
- Write down the phone number of a physician or a local poison control center. 
- Make sure no people or pets are in the area. Keep them away from the spray site for    
  24 hours. 
- Move orchids grown indoors to a well-ventilated area. 
- Read the label directions. 
- Make sure the substance is recommended for orchids. 
- Be certain the toxin is the right one for the job. 
- Wear appropriate clothing to protect yourself. 
- Know how to dispose of the unused toxin. 
- Clean yourself thoroughly after applying any toxic substance. 
- Clean the equipment and then store it beyond the reach of curious hands. 
- Make sure the area has been replenished with fresh, clean air before family, friends and pets  
  re-enter the area.  
 
Some orchids benefit from being placed outdoors for the summer. Before their return indoors in the  
autumn, thoroughly inspect each specimen to prevent any unwanted guests from entering the  
growing area. Once indoors, populations of aphids, mealybugs, spider mites and other insects  
increase dramatically in the warm and moist environment. Inspect the container’s sides, drain hole,  
developing buds and all of the foliage, especially the undersides of leaves, where insects often lurk.  
Spend the time to understand how orchids grow during each season. Then should a problem arise, it  
can be dealt with effectively in a way that is safe for the plant, the owner and the  environment.  
 
For further information consider this popular handbook produced by the AOS -- Your First  
Orchid and Growing Orchids.  
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July Meeting: Expert Roundtable 
 

During our July meeting we’ll have an informal roundtable of experienced growers 
available to answer questions. It should be a fun and informative meeting. 

 
Are you concerned about how to grow a particular orchid? Whether to repot, divide, 

or mount? Which mix or media to use? How to determine if you have a cultural  
problem and what to do about it? How to deal with ongoing rot or fungal spotting or 
scale? How to build a manageable collection? How to keep track of your collection? 

 

Bring in a plant you’re wondering about and share your concern with the entire  
society. The real thing is always best, but a picture is worth a thousand words. If the 
orchid you’re wondering about is too big or awkward to transport, bring in a picture 

instead. You may also submit a question ahead of time via e-mail so it can be  
researched.  

laurissas@msn.com 

 

Member Advertising 
 

Newsletter  advertisements are  
$120.00  
per year 

Checks payable to Sarasota Orchid  
Society may be sent to   

Linda Kokin 
19780 Cobblestone Circle 

Venice, Fl. 34292 

The Hospitality Committee will provide the 
following at our monthly meetings 

  
Cheese 

Crackers 
Fruit 

Hot Coffee and fixings 
Iced tea – sweet and unsweetened 

Water 
  

Any additions to the table will be greatly  
appreciated. 

 
Contributions can be made at the table. 

  
Hospitality Committee Members 

  
Sherrie Balaity           941-924-2573 
Shirley Gongaware    941-924-7852 
Tama Lichtman          941-955-8841 

 
PLEASE BRING FOOD 
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June SOS Meeting 2008 
 
President Stoner opened the meeting at 7:30 PM.  
 
Roberta Arcand introduced new members and guests.  
 
Old Business 
 
The minutes of our May meeting were published in the newsletter were approved on  
motion and second. 
  
The Treasurer’s report was approved on a motion and second. 
 
President Stoner asked for anyone interested in the Krull-Smith trip to call  
Barbara Wagner otherwise the trip was going to be cancelled. 
 
New Business: 
 
Monroe passed out ballots for the show theme. After everyone voted  Jewels of the  
Jungle was selected with (8 votes). 
 
President Stoner pointed out our new library and storage cart. Everyone applauded 
Sam’s, Greg’s and Norm’s handiwork. 
 
The board recommended and approved Freda Tanner as a lifetime member of the  
society. She has been very active and valuable member over the years. She joins  
Ken & Gladys Fehling and Jackie Miller in this honor. 
 
No other new business. 
 
During the break President Stoner reminded everyone to browse the display table and 
vote for your favorite species, hybrid and novice award and be sure and purchase your 
raffle tickets.  Also  go back  and see the plants Jim Roberts brought for sale. 
 
Jim Roberts of Suncoast Orchids gave an informative talk on mounting and repotting.. 
 
Jim went through the display table with Laurie announced the ribbon winners. 
 
Raffle was held by Al Langdon and Mecky Kreissle. 
.  
Meeting adjourned at 9:30PM 



Speakers Choice 
 

C. mossiae X L. purpurata ‘Carnea’ 
 

Owner  -  Al Langdon  

Novice Choice 
 

Phal. Sogo Yukidian X Phal. New Eaglin 
‘Mary 

 
Owner  -  Susan Gerhardt 

Members Choice 
 

Zygopetalum hybrid 
 

Owner  - Laurie Stoner 

Species of the Month 
 

L. purpurata ‘Striata ‘ 
(L. Doraci x C. Canto Grande) 

 
Owner  - Barry Reese 
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P.O. Box 19895 
Sarasota.,  FL 34276-2895  

www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 


