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6:30 PM 
Cultural Study Class 

With Jeff Higel 
 

7:30 PM 
Our guest speaker will be  

Stig Dalstrom 
Topic 

Phragmipedium kovachii  
 

Raffle Table & Show Table 
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811 South Palm Ave. 
Sarasota, Florida  
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The Hospitality Committee will provide 
the following at our monthly meetings 

  
Cheese 

Crackers 
Fruit 

Hot Coffee and fixings 
Iced tea – sweet and unsweetened 

Water 
  

Any additions to the table will be greatly 
appreciated. 

 
Contributions can be made at the table. 

  
Hospitality Committee Members 

  
Sherrie Balaity           941-924-2573 
Shirley Gongaware    941-924-7852 
Tama Lichtman          941-955-8841 

 
PLEASE BRING FOOD 

 
Orchids in Drought Time 

By Dr. Martin Motes 
 
Most orchids in cultivation in South Florida are built to 
withstand drought. In fact drying is the chief strategy of  
orchids in their perpetual war against fungi. Drought is the 
friend of orchids, constant moisture is the cohort of fungus. 
Our current water restrictions give us an excellent  
opportunity to practice and re-enforce our best watering 
practices. 
 
Different genera require different watering intervals but one 
thing all genera share is the need to be watered thoroughly 
when they are watered. Be sure that all the medium and the 
roots of the orchid plant are saturated when one has finished 
watering them. To achieve this happy state, more than one 
application of water is required. Because water coheres to 
water better than it adhered to any dry surface, the first  
application of water serves merely to "set up" the roots and 
medium for the second more deeply penetrating douse. The 
same coherent quality of water dictates that water should 
only be applied to the point of run off. Once water is  
running off a surface or out the bottom of a pot, they can get 
no wetter with that application of water. Make both the  
Water Management District and your orchids happy by 
waiting a few minutes and making a second application to 
the point of run off. If the medium and roots appear to be 
still less than saturated (usually their appearance or the 
weight of the container will tell), give it a minute and apply 
more water to the point of run off. In very dry weather  
orchid roots behave like a cork in a wine bottle, they are too 
dry to easily wet. Several judicially spaced applications of 
water are needed to break through this dryness. Don’t drain 
the Everglades by trying to wash away the dry in a single 
prolonged deluge. 
Now is a good time to re-new one's stock of water breaking 
devices. The shower head like breakers and mist heads  
allow the maximum efficiency of application and the  
maximum conservation of water. Every serious orchidist’s 
bag of tricks should contain several of these widely  
available devices. Home Depot has them packaged with a 
watering wand that also by directing the spray allows the 
grower to get more water on the plants and less on himself. 
Make a virtue of necessity and water your orchid  
thoroughly and well! 



The Sarasota Orchid Society Inc. (SOS) meets on the 
first Monday of each month at Selby Botanical Gardens, 
800 South Palm Ave., Sarasota, FL.  The SOS Inc., an       
affiliate of the American Orchid  Society, is a nonprofit 
association with the aims of promoting the development, 
improvement and preservation of orchids through the 
dissemination of information concerning the culture, 
hybridization or development of orchids; and generally 
to extend the knowledge of orchids.   
 
www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 
 
Annual dues are $20; $25 for family.  Deadline for the 
newsletter is the 15th of the previous month.   
 
Contributors to this newsletter give  reprint rights of 
their work to newsletters and other affiliates of the 
American Orchid Society. 
 

SOCIETY OFFICERS 
President 
Laurie Stoner (941) 358-8537 
laurissas@msn.com 
 

Vice President & Past President 
Monroe Kokin (941) 445-4789 
orchidpix@comcast.net 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Carolyn Langdon (941)  907-4161 
carolynlangdon@tampabay.rr.
com 
 

Recording Secretary 
Sally Werlinich (941) 346-5465 
swerli@att.net 
 

AOS Representative 
Jo Davis 228-5501 
orchidjosi@comcast.net 
 

Treasurer 
Linda Kokin  445-4789 
mkorchid@comcast.net 
 

Members at Large 
Freda Tanner 921-3839 
Mary Franklin 355-4915 
Roberta Arcand 756-8584 
Manuel Chepote 388-2528 
Norm Hillstrom 926-0166 
Sam Boyd 923-7610 
Juanita Goolsby 351-3019 
 

Librarian 
Jim Fahrney 924-7178  
 

Newsletter 
Monroe Kokin - orchidpix@comcast.net 
 

Publicity/Advertising 
Carolyn Langdon - carolynlangdon@tampabay.rr.com 

 Support Our Vendors and Suppliers 
Absolute Aluminum - Custom Made Orchid Houses 
941-497-7777 
American Travel Group , Shelton Thorne 
813-282-4510 or 800-266-0755  
 

Blue Pagoda  Mickey Carnell 
941-474-3255 
 

Canaima Orchids  Michael Sinn     
941-751-0536 
 

Chapman's Orchids  Charlie Chapman              
407-619-1907 
 

Featherstone Orchids Ed & Lyn Bugbee      
352-795-4614 
 

Fender's Flora Orchids Bill & Susan Fender            
941-412-1355 
 

Florida SunCoast Orchids Jim Roberts        
941-544-6831 
 

Hicks Orchid Supplies John & Lois Hicks    
407-256-8518 
 

Krull-Smith Orchids Jim Krull & Frank Smith        
407-866-4134 
 

Nature on the Rocks Guy & Janice   
888-490-9631 
 

Odom's Orchids John & Louise Odom          
772-467-1386 
 

Orchid Art  Joné Ritchie        
941-922-3434 
 

Orchid Mania Karen Harper  
941-322-1678 
 

Orchids Etcetera Jeff & Walter         
941-921-9138 
 

Palmer Orchids Robert Palmer          
941-322-1644 
 

Pelican Coast Farms Jerry Meola      
239-693-8967 
 

Plantío La Orquídea  Rafael Romaro            
941-504-7737 
 

Venice Orchids Bob Hague    
941-321-4691 
 

Wayne Hibbs Farm & Garden Jeff Hibbs    
941-366-4954 
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  C. gaskelliana 

 Ctna. Why Not 



JOIN THE AOS  

  
If you are not a member of the American 
Orchid Society, let me briefly tell you about 
the premier organization devoted to our 
hobby.  The AOS is the world’s largest  
specialty horticulture group and  offers  
information not available elsewhere.  The 
monthly magazine, Orchids, is the most 
highly-regarded orchid periodical in the 
world.  The photography and articles are 
outstanding. Membership entitles you to a 
10% discount on publications and your 
dues support conservation and  educational 
programs. As a new member you will        
receive a copy of Your First Orchid, a book 
chock full of advice and an Almanac listing 
all     affiliate organizations (Florida has the 
most with 58),  growers, special interest 
groups, descriptions of awards, and many 
more resources.  Membership forms are 
available at the sign-in table for anyone 
who needs one.   
 
The AOS also publishes the Awards      
Quarterly (Now on CD), with detailed  
descriptions of   200-300 awarded orchids 
with color photographs.  I eagerly await 
mine every three months. 
 
Dues are U.S. single membership $60.00 for 
a 2 year membership $108.00.  American 
Orchid Society, 16700 AOS Lane, Delray 
Beach, Fl. 33446 
 
Monroe 

3 

Lets talk about sales…...The vendors who lecture at our meetings take their valuable time and 
effort to educate us on orchid culture.  In turn, they ask us to buy their plants which they bring to sell 
at our sale at our meetings.   
 
We know that there are lots of places to buy orchids in our area but as members of SOS, we should 
really make a point of patronizing the speakers and advertisers when we buy new plants.  

 
 

An Urgent Request to Our Members;  
 

We have published an up-to-date 
2007 – 2008  Directory of Members 

and Suppliers.    
               

Some of our records are incomplete 
and obsolete.  

 

Please take a minute to drop a card or 
email us with your correct address, 

telephone number and email address  
 

Linda Kokin  
19780 Cobblestone Circle 

Venice, Fl 34292 
(941) 445-4789 

mkorchid@comcast.net 

 

 
Orchid Auction  

Saturday, April 19th, 8am – 4pm.  
Plant Preview 8am – 9am,  

Auction 9am – 4pm  
Largo Cultural Center’s “Historic” 

Largo Feed Store - 105 Central 
Park Drive, Largo, FL 33779 
Free parking and admission.  

Contact Cheryl Finke – 727-581-
3987. cfinke@tampabay.rr.com 
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Upcoming Events 
 

 
APRIL 2008 
 
19-20 
Tallahassee Orchid Society Show. Contact: Glen 
Sponholtz, 5301 Ochlockonee Rd., Tallahassee, FL 
32303. 
 
MAY 2008 
 
3-4  
Brevard County Orchid Society Show, Azan 
Shrine Center, 1591 W. Eau Gallie Blvd.,  
Melbourne, FL.  
               Not AOS Judged 
 
10-11 
Volusia County Orchid Society Show, Hester  
Exhibit Hall, Volusia County Fairgrounds, 3100 
East New York Ave., Deland, FL 
 
16-18 
Redlands Orchid Festival, Redland Fruit and Spice 
Park, Homestead, FL.  

                            
 Treasurer’s Report 
 
Beginning Balance   3/5/08                     16538.22  
                                                             
Income 
                                                               
            Membership                          805.00 
            Englewood Show Award      100.00                 
            Other income                         131.00 
 
Total Income                                    1036.00 
 
Expenses 
            Meeting Exp                             57.53 
            Membership Exp                   745.84 
            Printing Expense                   2919.50            
            Show Expenses – EAOS         225.44 
            Shirts & Hats                         1043.03 
            Misc.                                         281.00 
    
Total Expenses                                  5272.34 
 
Ending Balance    4/15/08                               12301.88 
 
 

 
FLORIDA NATIVE ORCHIDS  

SPRING ORCHID SHOW & SALE 
SUNDAY, May 25th, 2008  

DAYBREAK to 4 P.M.  
6820 2nd Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33702  

 
(DRIVING DIRECTIONS: From St. Petersburg : Take I-275 to 54th Avenue North Exit. Go 
East to 1st Street North. Go Left to 69th Avenue North and then Left to 2nd Street North (at 

end of block). From Tampa: Take I-275 West across the Howard Franklin Bridge to 4th 
Street North exit in St. Petersburg. Go South (Left) on 4th Street to 62nd Avenue North, turn 
Left and then Left on 1st Street North. Go to 69th Avenue North, turn Left and take it to the 

end of the block (2nd Street North). 
Website: www.floridanativeorchids.com 

Email: bud.spence@knology.net 
 

HUGE ONE-DAY SALE! THOUSANDS OF PLANTS!  
Contact Bud Spence at 727/527-2821 if you have any questions or need further driving directions. Plenty of 
street parking. CASH OR CHECKS ONLY! 
****We will be CLOSED the preceding week (Monday, May 19th to Saturday, May 24th) to 
prepare for the sale****  

. 
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May in your Orchid Collection  
By Dr. Martin Motes 

 
May is a month of transition in South Florida. Early in 
the month we can expect the driest weather of the 
year. Because of the clarity of the air and lack of cloud 
cover, temperatures rise rapidly in the late morning 
and can reach the upper eighties or nineties by mid  
afternoon before cooling substantially in late  
afternoon. Fortunately, over night radiant cooling  
rapidly dissipates the previous day’s heat. May  
mornings are a delight, the wise orchidist rises early to 
enjoy them and to finish his chores before the heat sets 
in. Chief of these should be extensive dragging of 
hoses. 
 
May’s wide temperature swings and dry air suit our 
orchids to a tee. New growths on sympodial orchids 
are developing apace and by continuing the careful 
watering practices of April (i.e drenching them  
thoroughly with repeated applications of water to  
saturate their roots and potting media, then allowing 
them to dry to nearly ‘hard’ dry) we can launch them 
into the summer in vigorous, disease-free growth.  
Remember, this saturation can only be achieved with 
two or more soakings to the point of runoff spaced a 
few minutes apart. Merely holding the water on the 
plant extra long will not suffice. The water needs to 
slowly soak into the roots and media. Test the weight 
of a "benchmark" plant to be satisfied that it is suffi-
ciently heavy to be totally soaked. The arid air of early 
May will quickly dry the foliage but the roots can 
draw on the deep reservoir of water that you have  
provided with this careful, complete watering.  
 
With the increased heat and light of May we do not 
want to put our orchids on too lean a diet. Fertilize 
with up to 2 tsp. of 15-5-15 per gal of water every 
week or so. Alternating with Epsom salts and  
potassium nitrate at 1 tbs. each per gal. is still a best 
practice during May. Always substitute fertilizer for a 
watering and apply like the water in two doses to the 
point of saturation. Never follow the widely stated but 
antiquated advice to "water before fertilizing". It’s a 
receipt for over watering without any basis in logic or 
science, Now is also a good time to apply a soluble 
trace or micro element fertilizer. Follow the dilution 
rates on the package as mixtures and strengths differ. 
You can apply this in conjunction with the Epsom 
salts/potassium nitrate but never with the 15-5-15,  
20-20-20 or any other fertilizer containing phosphorus.  

 
In South Florida’s highly alkaline water the phosphorus 
interacts with the other metallic elements, reducing the 
effectiveness of the trace elements. Potassium nitrate, 
13-0-46, is the perfect companion to minor elements  
because it not only lacks phosphorus which would  
hinder the absorption of the trace elements but the  
nitrate nitrogen seems to enhance their uptake. 
 
May is still prime time for re-potting. With cattleyas, 
dendrobiums and other sympodials, the virtuous among 
us have long since finished this labor of love, but the 
majority of us are faced with the moral dilemma of  
doing the potting now or waiting until next year with 
the pseudo bulbs of our plants overhanging their pots 
and proclaiming to the world our sloth. The one  
instance in which this dilemma must be resolved  
absolutely in favor of the plant, is when the media has 
broken down in the pot. This condition will encourage 
root rot to become stem rot which will pursue the  
rhizome even into those over arching bulbs. If in doubt, 
give the media the "nose test". A pinch of media taken 
from below the surface of the pot should smell "sweet". 
A sour smell or the odor of a pond bottom indicates  
media that is broken down and must be replaced as soon 
as possible. 
 
The case in which this is almost universally true is with 
plants potted in sphagnum moss. Sphagnum simply will 
not last beyond one year (even under cover) in South 
Florida. As the vast majority of commercially produced 
Phalaenopsis are now grown in sphagnum, recently  
acquired plants MUST be re-potted annually. As most 
Phals. will be finishing their flowers, now is a good 
time to get them right for the new year’s growth. When 
repotting, one can, of course, choose a more durable 
media; rock, red wood chips or various mixtures and 
avoid this annual ritual. Choosing a more durable media 
will entail modifying one’s watering schedule to  
accommodate the faster draining, quicker drying  
qualities of these harder substances.  
 
May is a great month for re-setting vandaceous orchids 
whose baskets have deteriorated or that have grown too 
tall to be easily managed. keikies (off-shoots) can be 
most safely removed now. In both cases choose the 
most durable containers for the plants so they need not 
be disturbed for years. 
                                           Continue on Page #6 



Continued from Page #5 
 
Teak or other hard wood baskets and clay pots last 
longest. Above all make amply sure that the plants are 
firmly fixed in their lodging. Vandaceous orchids, 
above all others, are intolerant of being loosely set. The 
very height of these plants act as a lever to keep them 
rocking unless we anchor them securely until their new 
roots affix themselves to the new containers. Stake and 
tie them securely until their abundant roots take over. 
Unsightly staking can then be removed. 
As we bask, lulled into complacency by the nearly ideal 
weather of early May, Summer sometimes surprises us. 
Toward the middle or end of May, the weather in South 
Florida literally undergoes a sea change. The large con-
tinental weather patterns which have dominated our 
weather through the winter and early Spring give way to 
the tropics and the prevailing south easterly trade winds 
return us to the interaction of Gulf Stream and peninsu-
lar with its characteristic afternoon thunder showers. 
Although lacking the clockwork consistency of June, 
the rains have come and we must be prepared for them.  
The relentless and increasing crescendo of rain will, by 
summer’s end, tip the balance in favor of the ubiquitous 
fungi lurking to attack our orchids. The time to scotch 
their plans is now; an ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure.  
Leaving the taxonomic niceties to the experts, fungi 
which attack orchids in Florida fall into two broad 
classes; the leaf spotting types (Cercospora and Phyl-
losticata) and the soft rots (Pythium and Phytophthora). 
Fortunately, for modern orchidists, excellent systemic 
fungicides exist for both types. While these chemicals 
are no substitute for good cultural practices, i.e. ade-
quate spacing, brisk air movement; the strongest possi-
ble light combined with careful watering, fungicides 
provide the edge to approach near total control of most 
fungal diseases even in their ancestral home, South 
Florida. May is a good time to take stock of the collec-
tion and see which plants are overgrown and need more 
space or perhaps even re-potting. The increase in air cir-
culation is well worth the effort. Trimming shade trees 
and moving plants to brighter locations are also good 
strategies for May. May is also a good time to consider 
a preventative spray program before disease has a 
chance to get the upper hand in our collections. An 
ounce of prevention begins now.  
Leaf spotting fungi are symptomatic of poor air circula-
tion and inadequate light but even under good growing 
conditions are rarely entirely absent from orchids in 
South Florida.  
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This near inevitability results because the same diseases 
also afflict so many other tropical plants in our gardens. 
Under the battering of the heavy and sustained rains of 
our wet season, the most minor of problems can occa-
sionally blossom quickly into a major epidemic. Thio-
phanate methyl (Cleary’s 3336, Domain, Fungo) is the 
proven and recommended systemic fungicide to control 
leaf spotting. It is even more effective when combined 
with Mancozeb (Manzate or Dithane M45.) Two pre-
packaged combinations are available;(Duosan, and 
Tops MZ ). Always follow label recommendations for 
rate of application. 
 
To be truly effective, Thiophanate methyl should be ap-
plied initially early in the growing season(IE now!), 
then again in two weeks and then every 5-6 weeks 
thereafter across the rainy season. Faithfully followed, 
this regimen will control nearly all leaf spotting fungus, 
including the dreaded ‘Thai crud’: Phyllostictina capi-
talense. A spreader sticker enhances the effectiveness of 
the fungicide by holding it on the plant through the 
hardest rain. 
The soft black rot of sympodial orchids and crown rot 
in vandas are caused by two different organisms i.e Py-
thium and Phytophthora although in effect they are in-
distinguishable. Control of these diseases necessitates 
different chemicals from those used on the leaf spotting 
diseases. Etridiazole (Truban) has long been used. For 
the amateur it is readily available in combination with 
Thiophanate Methyl(the recommended chemical for 
leaf spotting) in the formulation Banrot. Applied in the 
same manner suggested above for Thiophanate methyl 
to control leaf spotting fungi, this pre-packaged combi-
nation should be adequate for most circumstances and 
control crown rot as well. If problems persist two other 
systemics give excellent control: Aliette (Fosetyl-
aluminum) and Subdue 2E (metalaxyl) 
 
All chemicals should only be applied at the 
rates and according to the label instructions. 
 
Tasks for May 
Repot Phalaenopsis out of sphagnum 
 
Finish repotting of various genera 
 
Reset vandaceous plants, remove keikies 
 
Water heavily early in month, more guardedly later 
 
Initial preventive spray maintenance program 
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Members Choice for April 
Paph. concolor x kolopakingii  - Owner Laurie Stoner 

UPCOMING EVENTS & 
SPEAKERS 

 
June 2nd meeting 

 Jim Roberts 
    Florida Suncoast Orchids  
  Re-potting and mounting 

 
June 14th 

 Another trip to Krull-Smith and Ritter/
Tropic 1 $25.00 per 
Sponsored by the  

Venice Area Orchid Society 
Make check payable to VAOS 

B. Wagner 
6834 Anchor Way 
Sarasota, Fl 34231 

 
July 7th  

Round table discussion Q &A 
How experienced members raise their  

orchids. 
  

August 4th 
To be announced 

 
September 1st 

 Labor Day Barbeque Picnic  
6:00 PM 

REDLANDS BUS TRIP 
May 17th  

$40.00 (cost of bus has gone up a lot.) cost  
includes bus , tip for driver, goodie bag. 

  

Suggest you bring sunscreen, hat cooler .We 
will not stop to eat on the way home. Food is 
available at show. Discount coupons will be 

given out on the bus.  
 

Pick-up at Sarasota Pavilion,   
Bank of America (Rt. 41 & Clark Rd) South 

East corner.  
Depart time 7 AM  

 

2nd pick-up Venice Community Center 7:30 
AM depart  

 

3rd pick-up Jones Loop Rd.  
Return 3:30 PM  

 

Everyone getting back to the bus on time is 
greatly appreciated.  

 

Make check payable to VAOS send to  
B. Wagner  

6834 Anchor Way  
Sarasota, Fl 34231  

 

Money must be in by MAY 1st no refunds.  
 

You may sell your seat but please let us know  
in advance  
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The meeting was called to order 7:35 PM by President Laurie Stoner.  
 

Roberta Arcand introduced two new members and guests.  
 

Old Business 
 

The minutes of our March meeting were published in the newsletter.  
 

President Stoner hoped they enjoyed reading it on-line with all the full color pictures.  She thanked Alan 
Marlor, our webmaster for all the incredible work he’s done to provide this benefit for our organization. 
Not only does it make it readily available to our members but we’ve heard from nonmembers who agree it’s 
a terrific website.  Jack Knuese made a motion to approve the minutes and seconded by Norm Hillstrom.  
The minutes were approved as printed. 
  
The Treasurer’s report was also only available online for the membership. We had income of $600 and  
expenses of $311.89. Our ending balance was $16,538.22.  The report was approved on a motion by  
Jack Knuese and seconded by Norm Hillstrom. 
 
 

We participated with a tabletop display in the Tampa Bay Society’s show in March. Pictures made it into 
the April newsletter. We received a second place ribbon for the display and eleven ribbons for our plants.   
Congratulations to everyone who participated. 
 
 

We also participated in the Englewood Society’s show. We received a first place ribbon for a society’s floor 
display which came with a $100 cash prize. President Stoner congratulated Englewood for their first AOS 
show. It was very well organized and beautifully executed. Their floor display won an AOS award. I thanked 
all of our members who helped with the setup and teardown as well as providing their plants for display,  
including Karen LaBonte, who went to an extraordinary amount of effort to provide the design, the  
waterfall, and the background plants as well as Norm and Sam who continually do all the heavy lifting in 
and out of storage of all the supplies we need to do these displays.  
 

New Business: 
 

President Stoner asked the membership to submit themes for our 2009 show so that we can put them to a 
vote at one of our upcoming meetings. 
 

Orchid Mania will be having for their Spring Open House and Sale which runs through this weekend. Their 
free classes on repotting and orchid care are excellent. 
 

President Stoner mentioned that we’re finished with doing displays and can just  enjoy visiting our growers 
and getting our collections into shape for the spring and summer growing season.   
 
She thanked Monroe for printing the excellent articles written by Dr. Martin Motes. She expressed hope 
that everyone enjoys and learns from them.  
 

Sam informed us that the new library cart would be coming next month and asked for volunteers to help  
Jim Fahrney. 
 

45 minutes were set aside to browse the display table, get raffle tickets  and vote for favorite species, mem-
bers and novice awards as well as visit the library and browse through the sale or swap items our members 
have brought in.  
 

President Stoner helped Mecky with the raffle. 
 

She also went over the display table with a lot of great plants. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9PM. 
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P.O. Box 19895 
Sarasota.,  FL 34276-2895  
 

 

Species of the Month 
      Maxillaria tenuifolia -  Owner Mecky  Kreissle 

www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 


