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OCTOBER IN YOUR  

COLLECTION 

By Dr. Martin Motes 

October is a month of change in South Florida. If 
the Romans had lived here where we do, they 
would have named this month for their two faced 
god Janus. Usually around the middle of the 
month, and certainly by the end of the month, the 
first strong cold front pushes into South Florida 
bringing to a close the monolithic heat and damp of 
summer and ushering in weather as most of the 
continent knows it, alternating periods of warmer 
and cooler. Although warm temperatures will     
persist for another month or so until the technical 
end of the hurricane season, the tropics are in      
retreat and the temperate zone in the ascendancy. 
Each successive cold front foreshadowed by ever 
lessening rain storms will progressively cool our 
temperatures and dry our air. But days are    
shortening too, providing less hours of sunlight to 
heat the air and slowing the drying process. Nights 
are longer and cooler which produces the same   
effect, slower drying. Now we must start to move 
into the consciousness of winter and take greater 
care to insure that our plants are throughly dry  
before we water them again. The shorter days of 
October dictate that we rise even earlier to water if 
necessary. Each extra hour of daylight is to be 
cherished by us as well as our plants. 

Most of our orchids are well aware of this sea 
change.  
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October Meeting 
 

Monday, October 6 , 2008 
 

6:30 PM 
Cultural Study Class 

With Jeff Higel 
 

7:30 PM 
 

Jerry Meola 
Organic Pesticides 

 
Raffle Table & Show Table 

 

Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 
Activities Center 

811 South Palm Ave. 
Sarasota, Florida  

 
We invite the Sarasota Orchid Society  

members to our   
Annual Fall Open House and Sale   

Friday and Saturday, Nov. 7 & 8, 2008   
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.   

Thousands of potted Orchids and bare-root  
divisions   

Plus succulents, cacti, and tropicals   
Fender's Flora, Inc. and Venice Orchids   

254 Keystone Rd., Venice, FL 34292   
(We are 2 driveways past Hi-Cotton Vegetable Farm o n 

Keystone Rd.)   
Office: 941-412-1355; Cells: 941-323-1593, 941-323- 1587  

Please visit our web site and bring your list!   
www.FendersFlora.com  



The Sarasota Orchid Society Inc. (SOS) meets on the 
first Monday of each month at Selby Botanical Gardens, 
800 South Palm Ave., Sarasota, FL.  The SOS Inc., an       
affiliate of the American Orchid  Society, is a nonprofit 
association with the aims of promoting the development, 
improvement and preservation of orchids through the 
dissemination of information concerning the culture, 
hybridization or development of orchids; and generally 
to extend the knowledge of orchids.   
 
www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 
 
Annual dues are $20; $25 for family.  Deadline for the 
newsletter is the 15th of the previous month.   
 
Contributors to this newsletter give  reprint rights of 
their work to newsletters and other affiliates of the 
American Orchid Society. 
 

SOCIETY OFFICERS 
President 
Laurie Stoner (941) 358-8537 
laurissas@msn.com 
 

Vice President & Past President 
Monroe Kokin (941) 445-4789 
orchidpix@comcast.net 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Carolyn Langdon (941)  907-4161 
carolynlangdon@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Recording Secretary 
Sally Werlinich (941) 346-5465 
swerli@att.net 
 

AOS Representative 
Jo Davis 228-5501 
Srqjd@verizon.net 
 

Treasurer 
Linda Kokin  445-4789 
mkorchid@comcast.net 
 

Members at Large 
Freda Tanner 921-3839 
Mary Franklin 355-4915 
Roberta Arcand 756-8584 
Manuel Chepote 388-2528 
Norm Hillstrom 926-0166 
Sam Boyd 923-7610 
Juanita Goolsby 351-3019 
 

Librarian 
Jim Fahrney 924-7178  
 

Newsletter 
Monroe Kokin - orchidpix@comcast.net 
 

Publicity/Advertising 
Carolyn Langdon - carolynlangdon@tampabay.rr.com 
 

 Support Our Vendors and Suppliers 
Absolute Aluminum - Custom Made Orchid Houses 
941-497-7777 
American Travel Group , Shelton Thorne 
813-282-4510 or 800-266-0755  
 

Blue Pagoda  Mickey Carnell 
941-474-3255 (Monday - Saturday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM) 
 

Canaima Orchids  Michael Sinn     
941-773-2940 (Monday - Saturday 10:00 AM - 4:00PM)  
 

Chapman's Orchids  Charlie Chapman              
407-619-1907 
 

Featherstone Orchids Ed & Lyn Bugbee      
352-795-4614 
 

Fender's Flora Orchids Bill & Susan Fender            
941-412-1355  (Monday - Saturday  9:00AM  - 2:00PM) 
 

Florida SunCoast Orchids Jim Roberts        
941-544-6831  By Appointment only 
 

Hicks Orchid Supplies John & Lois Hicks    
407-256-8518 
 

Krull-Smith Orchids Jim Krull & Frank Smith        
407-866-4134 
 

Nature on the Rocks Guy & Janice   
888-490-9631 
 

Odom's Orchids John & Louise Odom          
772-467-1386 
 

Orchid Art  Joné Ritchie        
941-922-3434 By appointment only 
 

Orchid Mania Karen Harper  
941-322-1678  (Monday - Saturday 9:00AM -  5:00PM)  
 

Orchids Etcetera Jeff & Walter         
941-921-9138  (Tuesday - Saturday 9:00AM - 5:00PM) 
 

Palmer Orchids Robert Palmer          
941-322-1644  (Saturday only 9:00 AM  - 2:00 PM) 
Or by Appointment Only 
 

Pelican Coast Farms Jerry Meola      
239-693-8967 
 

Plantío La Orquídea  Rafael Romaro            
941-504-7737 (Monday to Saturday 9:00AM  - 5:00PM) 
 

Venice Orchids Bob Hague    
941-321-4691 (Monday - Saturday 9:00AM - 2:00PM)   
 

Wayne Hibbs Farm & Garden Jeff Hibbs    
941-366-4954 ( Monday - Saturday 9:00 AM- 5:00PM) 
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JOIN THE AOS 
  

If you are not a member of the American 
Orchid Society, let me briefly tell you about 
the premier organization devoted to our 
hobby.  The AOS is the world’s largest  
specialty horticulture group and  offers  
information not available elsewhere.  The 
monthly magazine, Orchids, is the most 
highly-regarded orchid periodical in the 
world.  The photography and articles are 
outstanding. Membership entitles you to a 
10% discount on publications and your 
dues support conservation and  educational 
programs. As a new member you will        
receive a copy of Your First Orchid, a book 
chock full of advice and an Almanac listing 
all     affiliate organizations (Florida has the 
most with 58),  growers, special interest 
groups, descriptions of awards, and many 
more resources.  Membership forms are 
available at the sign-in table for anyone 
who needs one.   
 
The AOS also publishes the Awards      
Quarterly (Now on CD), with detailed  
descriptions of   200-300 awarded orchids 
with color photographs.  I eagerly await 
mine every three months. 
 
Dues are U.S. single membership $60.00 for 
a 2 year membership $108.00.  American 
Orchid Society, 16700 AOS Lane, Delray 
Beach, Fl. 33446 
 
Monroe 
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Lets talk about sales…...The vendors who lecture at our meetings take their valuable time 
and effort to educate us on orchid culture.  In turn, they ask us to buy their plants which they bring 
to sell  at our meetings.   
 
We know that there are lots of places to buy orchids in our area but as members of SOS, we should 
really make a point of patronizing the speakers and advertisers when we buy new plants.  

Beginning Balance           8/9/08                             10018.07 
                                                                        
Income 
               Raffle Income                                  141.00 
               Vendor  Payments 2009 show      1045.00 
               Advertising                                      136.00                                                               
                Misc.                                                  58.49 
 
Total Income                                                     1380.49            
                                                                  
 
Expenses 
               
              Printing Expense                             250.02 
              Meeting Expense                              403.99   
               Show Expense                                    93.99 
      
Total Expenses                                                    748.00                                   
 
 
 
Ending Balance                 9/7/08                              10650.56 
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 Continued from Page #1 

The shortening days of late summer have told many genera to finish their growth and prepare to rest. We 
need to listen too. And look! The last smallest leaves of these highly seasonal plants will have unfolded at the 
tips of their new growths telling us that their growth cycle is finished for this year. Himalayan dendrobiums 
of the nobile type and of the section Callista (D. aggregatum et al.) now begin their five months of carefree    
existence in South    Florida. They should be put in a bright spot and given no more water and above all, no 
more fertilizer until after they have bloomed in Spring. catasetums, mormodes, Cycnoches, calanthes and 
other deciduous types should be treated the same way. Whatever moisture nature provides in the increasingly 
heavy dew and the passing rains that usher in most cold fronts will be adequate for these plants whose native 
environment is a seasonally monsoon one like ours. Benign neglect suits these genera just fine and what a    
relief to the conscience of the ever busy orchidist! The truly devoted will group these genera together,       
preferably at the edge of the growing area and high up where they will receive the maximum of light and air 
circulation. Grouped thus, the chance of an accidental watering of these while taking care of the more thirsty 
genera is minimized. Another strategy is to tip the pots of these dormant genera on their sides thus          
eliminating much natural rainfall and avoiding a misdirected hose spray. Some growers even remove plants 
that have finished both growing and flowering from their pots entirely. When new growth begins in the 
Spring they will receive a fresh start in new medium. 

Many cattleyas, laelias, oncidiums and phalaenopsis-type dendrobiums will be finishing their growths and 
should be hardened off with reduced water and fertilizer but not the Spartan regime of the deciduous type. 
Lower nitrogen fertilizer applied at a lower rate and with less frequency will make these genera happy and 
prevent them from breaking into unwanted off-season growth that frequently hampers flowering as well. 
Many growers tend to use higher phosphorus, lower nitrogen fertilizers of the "Bloom Booster" type during 
the cooler weather. But less     frequent applications of the recommended 15-5-15 is a better strategy. These     
applications should be spaced further apart as well, at ten to twelve day intervals. Less frequent watering will 
also do for these genera. When the frontal rains pass through, check to see that the pots are throughly wet by 
giving them the "heft" test and if they are not heavy enough "top them up." Let them dry ‘hard’ before        
watering again. In cool weather especially, less is more.  

Monopodial orchids like Vanda and Phalaenopsis which want to grow continuously, feel the change too. The 
broad swing of day to night temperature stimulates flower spike initiation in these genera. You can spur them 
on to greater excitement by giving them a shot of high Phosphorus ‘Bloom Booster’ fertilizer just before or 
just after the sudden drop in night temperatures precipitated by the passing of a cold front. For most of the 
year "Bloom Booster" fertilizer appears to be in fact "Bloom Blocker" but (perhaps from faith rather than 
science) high       phosphorus seems to have the desired effect(perhaps from shock) when the first cold snaps 
are also halting vegetative growth. We like Miller’s Solugro (12-48-8) because it contains none of the ugly blue 
flower, clothes and hand staining dye. Other brands (with or without dye) are equally effective. Look for a 
very high middle number and a relatively low first number or ask at your garden center for a ‘starter          
solution’ which is the moniker for these fertilizers when used in planting out vegetable or annual seedlings. 
Because the nitrogen level is lower, you can use a full tablespoon of these or more, per gallon. 

Cooler weather calls our attention to our plants’ needs for trace elements. Chief among these is magnesium, 
often described as the ‘major’ minor element. Magnesium deficiency shows up in orchids as a reddening of 
the foliage particularly when the plant is stressed. This color change is frequently attributed to cold as it      
occurs following spells of cooler weather. This observation is the fallacy of post hoc, ergo propter hoc; cold is 
merely the efficient cause: the material cause is lack of magnesium. Hopefully the new fertilizer regimen    
outlined in the July chapter will minimize or eliminate the reddening by keeping the magnesium level up in 
the plants. But... Epsom salts (MgS) is the best and most readily available source of magnesium. This can be 
applied with Potassium Nitrate (KNO4) at the rate of one tablespoon each per gallon. Potassium Nitrate has 
the formula 14-0-44. The missing number in the middle is Phosphorus. In combination with our highly        
alkaline water phosphorus tends to react with magnesium and the other metals of the trace element group. 
Never apply magnesium and the other trace elements in combination with fertilizers containing phosphorus. 
A general purpose trace element mixture can be added to the mix of magnesium sulfate and potassium nitrate 
at the rate recommended on the label. (Concentrations vary). Goodbye red, Hello green! 



.  
HARDY CATTLEYAS FOR SALE 

They will be in bloom 
October through November 

Bred to withstand 28 to 105 temps. 
Have over 300 of them, each with 

6 or more blooms. 
 

Contact Seth Nadel at 
(941) 400-0825 
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The Hospitality Committee will provide the 
following at our monthly meetings 

  
Cheese 

Crackers 
Fruit 

Hot Coffee and fixings 
Iced tea – sweet and unsweetened 

Water 
  

Any additions to the table will be greatly 
appreciated. 

 
Contributions can be made at the table. 

  
Hospitality Committee Members 

  
Sherrie Balaity           941-924-2573 
Shirley Gongaware    941-924-7852 
Tama Lichtman          941-955-8841 

 
PLEASE BRING FOOD 

 
Member Advertising 

 
Newsletter  advertisements are   

$120.00  
per year 

Checks payable to Sarasota Orchid  
Society may be sent to   

Linda Kokin 
19780 Cobblestone Circle 

Venice, Fl. 34292 
 

 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS 

 
November 3rd 

Ty Wilson 
Preparing your Orchids for Show  

and Display. 
 

December 1st 
SOS Annual Auction 

 
January 2, 2009 

Show Set-Up 
 

January 3 & 4, 2009 
52nd Annual SOS Show 
“Jewels of the Jungle” 



                                   
Show & Tell Instructions 

 
First, Please place your name on the numbered sign-in sheet (numbers  
coincide with the exhibitor # on the Plant Entry card.) Fill out Plant  

entry card (Jo will assign Entry #) 
 

Please put your plants on the appropriate table: Species, Hybrids  
(crosses) or Novice. Tables are clearly marked . If you're not  

sure which table to put it on, please ask Jo. 
Novice table is for anyone who has been growing orchids less than 3  

years. 
 

At break time, please vote for your favorite orchids: Best Species  
Choice, Best Members Choice, and Novice Choice by writing the  

Entry # from the plant entry card on the ballot. Ballots will be counted  
and ribbons will be awarded at the end of the meeting while we are  
reviewing the Show & Tell table. Our speaker will be picking their  

favorite for a Speaker’s Choice Ribbon. Monroe will photograph the  
winners each month and the color pictures will be posted in the next month’s  

online newsletter (black & white if mailed) and on the website 
 sarasotaorchidsociety.org  

Thank You,  Jo Davis 
 

 
The Ridge Orchid Society will present its 46th annual show, Orchid Reflections, on 
Saturday, September 27th, from 10 AM to 5 PM, and Sunday, September 28th, from 

12 Noon to 5 PM at the Lake Mirror Center, 121 South Lake Avenue,  
Lakeland, Florida. 

There will be a wide variety of beautiful orchids arranged in lovely displays  
designed by orchid societies and nurserymen from all around Central Florida.  

Experienced orchid growers will give lectures on orchid culture, and members will 
be available to repot your overgrown orchids at the repotting table. There will be 

vendors selling orchids, orchid-growing supplies and other orchid gifts. 
This event is sponsored by the City of Lakeland, Parks and Recreation Department. 

ADMISSION IS FREE!!!  
If you need additional information, please contact Dave at (863) 425-5203 or 

BSum1@aol.com or Bill Byrd at 863-859-5060 or orchidswb@aol.com 
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South Florida Orchid Society, INC. 

GEN. OFFICE: 10801 S.W. 124 STREET / MIAMI, FLORIDA 
33176 

TELEPHONE / FAX: (305) 255-3656 
E-MAIL: sforchid@bellsouth.net  

Website: www.sforchid.com 
August 3, 2008 

 
Dear Orchidist: 
The South Florida Orchid Society would like to invite 
you to participate in our annual Speakers Day event 
being held on October 5, 2008. Speakers Day has 
AOS approval for judging seminar credits. Our  
speakers this year will be: 

Roberto Agnes 
Glen Decker 

Ruben Sauleda 
Howard Ginsberg 

Ron McHatton 
 

Speakers Day will be held at Signature Gardens, 
12725 SW 122 Ave., Miami, FL. The ticket price is 
$40.00 which includes a continental breakfast and a 
cold buffet lunch. Attached you will find a flyer with 
an order form for tickets. Please let your members 
know about this exciting full-day orchid learning  
experience and judging opportunity by distributing the 
flyers at your next meeting and announcing it in your 
newsletter. Note that advance registration for the  
program is required… no tickets will be available at 
the door.  
 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
Sincerely, 
Carol De Biase 
Speakers Day Chairman 

UPCOMING SHOWS 
 

OCTOBER 2008       
 

3-5 - Florida West Coast Orchid Society Show , 
Minnreg Hall, 6340 126th Ave., Largo, FL.  
Contact: Bob Barrett, 2781 Rockledge Lane,  
Clearwater, FL 33761  (727) 726-1697 
 

18-19 - Fort Pierce Orchid Society Show, St. 
Lucie Fairgrounds, 15601 W. Midway Rd., Fort 
Pierce, FL. Contact: Bill Tozer, 300 Bradley St., Ft. 
Pierce, FL 34982  (772) 465-4674 
 

18-19 - Gainesville Orchid Society Show ,  
Kanapaha Botanical Gardens, 4700 SW 58th Dr., 
Gainesville, FL. Contact: Joan MacLeod, 4411 NW 
15th Pl., Gainesville, FL 32605  
(352) 375-6744 
 

31-November 2 - Tampa Orchid Club Show, USF 
Botanical Gardens, 12210 USF Pine Dr., Tampa, 
FL. Contact: Laurie Nissen,  
918 Benninger Dr., Brandon, FL 33510  
(813) 833-0204 
 

31-November 2 - Delray Beach Orchid Society 
Show, Old School Square Gymnasium, 51 N.  
Swanton Ave., Delray Beach, FL. Contact: Lorna  
Hanson, 2716 SW 6th St., Delray Beach, FL 33445 
 

NOVEMBER 2008 
 

1-2 Brevard County Orchid Society Show,  
Melbourne Auditorium, 625 E. Hibiscus Blvd.,  
Melbourne, FL. Contact: Julie Zepf, 405  
Sanderling Dr., Indialantic, FL 32903 
(321) 777-9837 (Non Sanction AOS Show) 
 

January 2009 
 
3-4 Sarasota Orchid Society 
Sarasota Municipal Auditorium 801 South Tamiami 
Trail, Sarasota Fl.  Contact: Monroe Kokin,  
(941) 586-7795 
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Large Orchid Sale 
 Friday Oct 3rd and Sat. Oct 4th  

9 am to 2 pm  
Directions from 41 turn east on  

Gulf gate Dr go to Anchor Way turn right last house 
on right corner house gate on south side will be 

open call Barb Wagner 923-7706. 
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FLORIDA NATIVE ORCHIDS  
FALL ORCHID SHOW & SALE 
SUNDAY, October 26th, 2008  

DAYBREAK to 4 P.M.  
6820 2nd Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33702  

(DRIVING DIRECTIONS: From St. Petersburg : Take I-275 to 54th Avenue North Exit. Go 
East to 1st Street North. Go Left to 69th Avenue North and then Left to 2nd Street North (at 

end of block). From Tampa: Take I-275 West across the Howard Franklin Bridge to 4th Street 
North exit in St. Petersburg. Go South (Left) on 4th Street to 62nd Avenue North, turn Left 

and then Left on 1st Street North. Go to 69th Avenue North, turn Left and take it to the end of 
the block (2nd Street North). 

Website: www.floridanativeorchids.com 
Email: bud.spence@knology.net 

HUGE ONE-DAY SALE! THOUSANDS OF PLANTS!  
Contact Bud Spence at 727/527-2821 if you have any questions or need further driving directions. Plenty of street 

parking. CASH OR CHECKS ONLY! 
****We will be CLOSED the preceding week (Monday, October 20th to Saturday, October 

25th) to prepare for the sale**** 
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SOS Annual Labor Day Picnic 2008 

 
 

Novice Choice 
Den. Candy Stripe 

Owner Sherrie Balaity 
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P.O. Box 19895 
Sarasota.,  FL 34276-2895  

www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 

Species of the Month 
Phal. Pulchra AKA:  

Phal lueddemanniana Var. escobor 
Owner - Laurie Stoner 

 

Members Choice 
Blc. Memoria John Odom 

Owner - Linda Kokin 


