February

2008 February Meeting

Monday, February 4, 2008

6:30 PM
1 Cultural Study Class
O rc h I d\/i ew With Jeff Higel
7:30 PM
51st Annual Sarasota Orchid Guest Speaker
Show Karen Harper
Orchid Mania
First and foremost, the Show There will be plants for sale !!!
Committee would like to give a (Support our local growers)
heartfelt thanks you to all of the
volunteers who made this show Raffle Table & Show Table
a success. Without you all dedicating Marie Selby Botanical Gardens
your time and efforts to Activities Center
this show, it would not have been 811 South Palm Ave.
possible. You all know who Sarasota, Florida

you are, and we sincerely appreciate

your efforts and

L
contributions! The Hospitality Committee will provide

Thanks, the following at our monthly meetings
Monroe & Jo Cheese
Crackers
Fruit
Cold Watch

As cold is a major theme of this month, a review of Hot Coffee and fixings

some factors effecting temperatures in South Florida Iced tea — sweet and unsweetened
should be particularly valuable to new comers in the Water

wide world of orchid growing.
Any additions to the table will be greatly,
While we bask in the warm glow of a tourist board s appreciated.

vision of winter, (made all the warmer by thoughts of | contributions can be made at the table
our envious friends and relatives stuck in the northern
snow and ice) we should be mindful that February

can produce quite severe cold. The majority of hard Hospitality Committee Members
freezes in Florida take place in January-February, and

even short of that catastrophe, the month usually Sherrie Balaity 941-924-2573
brings the coldest weather of the year. We need to Shirley Gongaware 941-924-7852
keep a sharp eye on the weather reports while Tama Lichtman 941-955-8841

remembering that in our almost island of Florida a
number of factors influence the severity of the col
which will impact us.
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PLEASE BRING FOOD

Continue on Page #4




The Sarasota Orchid Society Inc. (SOS) meets on the Support Our Vendors and Suppliers
first Monday of each month at Selby Gardens, 800 American Travel Group , Shelton Thorne
South Palm Ave., Sarasota, FL. The SOS Inc., an 813-282-4510 or 800-266-0755

affiliate of the American Orchid Society, is a nonprofit
association with the aims of promoting the developmenf, | Broward Orchid Supply, Inc. Sandi Jones, Tom Well
improvement and preservation of orchids through the 877-967-2443

dissemination of information concerning the culture,
hybridization or development of orchids; and generally | | Canaima Orchids Michael Sinn

to extend the knowledge of orchids. 941-751-0536

Annual dues are $15-$20 for family. Deadline for the Chapman's Orchids Charlie Chapman
newsletter is the 15th of the previous month. 407-619-1907

Contributors to this newsletter give reprint rights of ,

their work to newsletters and other affiliates of the Featherstone OrchidsEd & Lyn Bugbee
American Orchid Society. 352-795-4614

SOCIETY OFFICERS Fender's Flora OrchidsBill & Susan Fender
President 941-412-1355

Laurie Stoner (941) 358-8537 ) ) .
laurissas@msn.com Florida SunCoast OrchidsJim Roberts

941-544-6831
Vice President & Past President

Monroe Kokin (941) 445-4789 Hicks Orchid SuppliesJohn & Lois Hicks
orchidpix@comcast.net 407-256-8518

Corresponding Secretary Krull-Smith Orchids Jim Krull

Carolyn Langdon (941) 907-4161 407-866-4134

carolynlangdon@tampabay.rr.com
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens Garden & Book Store

Recording Secretary 941-366-5731
Sally Werlinich (941) 346-5465 .
swerli@att.net Nature on the RocksGuy & Janice

888-490-9631
AOS Representative

Jo Davis 228-5501 Odom's Orchids John & Louise Odom
orchidjosi@comcast.net 772-467-1386

Treasurer Orchid Art Joné Ritchie

Linda Kokin 445-4789 041-922-3434

mkorchid@comcast.net
Orchid Mania Karen Harper

Members at Large 941-322-1678

Freda Tanner 921-3839 Orchids EtceteraJeff & Walter

Brisa Cabrera 925-4349 941-921-9138

Mary Franklin 355-4915

Roberta Arcand 756-8584 Palmer Orchids Robert Palmer
Manuel Chepote 388-2528 941-322-1644

Norm Hillstrom 926-0166

Sam Boyd 923-7610 Pelican Coast Farmslerry Meola
Juanita Goolsby 351-3019 239-693-8967

Librarian Plantio La Orquidea Rafael Romaro
Jim Fahrney 924-7178 941-504-7737

Venice OrchidsBob Hague

Newsletter
Monroe Kokin - orchidpix@comcast.net 941-321-4691
Publicity/Advertising Wayne Hibbs Farm & Garden Jeff Hibbs

Carolyn Langdon - carolynlangdon@tampabay.rr.com 941-366-4954
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JOIN THE AOS

If you are not a member of the American
Orchid Society, let me briefly tell you about
the premier organization devoted to our
hobby. The AOS is the world’s largest
specialty horticulture group and offers
information not available elsewhere. The
monthly magazine,Orchids, is the most
highly-regarded orchid periodical in the
world. The photography and articles are
outstanding. Membership entitles you to a
10% discount on publications and your
dues support conservation and educationa
programs. As a new member you will
receive a copy ofvour First Orchid, a book
chock full of advice and anAlmanaclisting
all  affiliate organizations (Florida has the
most with 58), growers, special interest
groups, descriptions of awards, and many
more resources. Membership forms are
available at the sign-in table for anyone
who needs one.

The AOS also publishes thé&wards
Quarterly (Now on CD)with detailed
descriptions of 200-300 awarded orchids
with color photographs. | eagerly await
mine every three months.

Dues are U.S. single membership $60.00 fc
a 2 year membership $108.00. American
Orchid Society, 16700 AOS Lane, Delray
Beach, FIl. 33446

Monroe

Linda Kokin is accepting
2008 Dues. $20 individ-
ual, $25 family member-
ship. Please make your

checks payable to the

Sarasota Orchid Society

P.O Box 19895
Sarasota Fl 34276-2895

An Urgent Request to Our
Members; We will be publishing
an up-to-date 2007 — 2008
Directory of Members and
Suppliers.
Some of our
records are incomplete and
obsolete. We would like the
members to drop us a line,
stating their correct address,
telephone number and email
address. Please drop a card in th
mail to
Linda Kokin
19780 Cobblestone Circle
Venice, Fl 34292
(941) 445-4789

-

Lets talk about sales....The vendors who lecture at our meetings take their valuable time anc
effort to educate us on orchid culture. In turn, they ask us to buy their plats that they bring to sell at

our sale at our meetings.

We know that there are lots of places to buy orchids in our area but as members®0S, we should
really make a point of patronizing the speakers and advertisers when we pmew plants




Upcoming Events
FEBRUARY 2008

2-3
Venice Area Orchid Society Show, Venice
Community Center, Venice Fl.

9-10

Boca Raton Orchid Society Show, Safe Schools
Institute, 1790 NW Spanish River Blvd., Boca
Raton, FL.

23-24

Daytona Beach Orchid Society Show. Contact:
Suzanne Woodruff, 722 Katherine St., S. Daytona
FL 32119; (386) 846-7164.

29-March 2

Fairchild International Orchid Festival, Fairchild
Tropical Garden, 10901 Old Cutler Rd., Coral
Gables, FL

MARCH 2008

7-9

Port St. Lucie Orchid Society Show, Port St. Lucie
Community Center, 2195 SE Airoso Blvd., Port St
Lucie, FL

14-16
Naples Orchid Society Show, United Church of
Christ, 5200 Creyton Rd., Naples, FL

21-22
Englewood Area Orchid Society Show, Englewood
Sports Complex, 1300 South River Rd, Englewooq
FL.

29-30
Orchid Lover's Club of Spring Hill Show, SNPL
Lodge, 13383 County Line Rd., Spring Hill, FL

29-30
Orchid Society of Highlands County Show. Con-
tact: Ed Fabik, 221 Lakerim Ct., Lake Placid, FL
33852

APRIL 2008
5-6

Central Florida Orchid Society Show. Contact: Ed
Gilliland, 48 Interlaken Rd., Orlando, FL 32804.

Continue from page #1

First the shape of the cold front interacting with the
shape of the peninsula. The weather that delights
tourist board and all of us while plunging most of tf
US into the throes of ice and snow usually result fr
particularly large, slow-moving masses of cold air t
have spread across much of the continent before
reaching Florida. Large broad masses of cold air tt
seep downward over a broad front also cover the (
of Mexico and the Atlantic as they progress
southward. These tempering bodies of water bathe
cold to merely refreshingly brisk temperatures. Mo
dangerous to our plants are the smaller, tighter,
fast-moving fronts which plunge like a dagger of cc
straight down the peninsula to the tropical heart of
South Florida. Such fronts typically spawn the free
and severe plant-damaging cold that is of the greal
concern to orchidists and other plant people. Thes
Siberian Express fronts bring winds out of the
Northwest that are un-influenced by the benign,
protective bodies of water flanking the peninsula a
they drive down the central landmass of Florida.
When the winds from an approaching front start ou
from the southwest and move gradually to the
northwest and then quickly to the north and northe
we can expect cold nights and warm days that
reasonably well-protected orchids not only tolerate
in some case actually relish. The more savage fas
moving fronts where winds start in the Northwest a
stay there are the ones to send us thinking of mov
plants or providing additional heat.

Wind direction is always critical in South Florida.
Because of the peninsula’s decided eastward cant
winds from the north in much of South Florida are
fact relatively mild. North winds here are blowing

across the warm Gulf Stream. The first shift to the
northeast absolutely spells relief as the warm Atlar
has absorbed the cold.

Wind speed is also important. Strong winds at low
temperatures chill our plants more rapidly, exposin
them to additional hours of chilling. "Wind chill
factor" has no relevance to plants until the actual a
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temperature drops to a level unacceptable to the plant.

After that, the more rapidly the plant itself's
temperature falls to that damaging level and the lo
it stays there the worse the case. Wind speed ente
equation only if the final low temperature is below
plants’ tolerance. Wind breaks of vegetation or
manmade are always to be sought. Native epiphyt
orchids hide out in the most protected hammocks
sloughs. We can learn from them.
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Continue from Page #4

Dead, still air looms with another threat: radiational
cooling which can allow frost generated at higher lev
of the atmosphere to settle in on our plants even whe
air at the surface is only in the upper 30's. These fros
typically occur when the front has passed leaving suc

ground heat which radiates quickly into the cold reacl
of space. Light winds of 2-5 miles an hour are our frie
on these nights. They stir additional heat from the grc
and keep the colder upper air from settling in.

Relative humidity also has a profound effect on
temperatures. Dry, clear air allows heat to radiate out
space. Those bright starry nights are beautiful but as
Good King Wenceslas knew they are not necessarily
comforters. The best measure of the dryness of the a
relative to cold is the dew point. When water vapor is
wrung from the air an incredible amount of energy is
released and the heat of transformation raises the air
temperature a degree or two. Because of this
phenomenon, the dew point is usually the closest me
ure of the coldest temperature that will be reached in
night. Particularly on still clear nights it should be
monitored closely.

Wind direction, wind speed, dew point-- where does ¢
find these on a chilly night? At the Florida Agricultura
Weather Network (FAWN), a system of automated
weather monitoring stations, as close as your comput
There will be a station near you. There are also seve
points north of the nearest location that give data on
conditions that are effecting areas through which the
front is moving toward us. FAWN is updated every 15
minutes at http:/fawn.ifas.ufl.edu. Bookmark it for
something other than worrying to do on those cold nig

February in your Orchid Collection
February is somewhat like January but in reverse, wit
each succeeding day bringing longer hours of sunligh
until days are long enough that afternoons return at tl
end of the month bringing extra sunshine to warm us
after the extra sharp cold snaps. January, like Decemn
is cold and dry, in fact even colder and drier. Dry is g

cold can be very bad. We need to accentuate the posit

by especially careful watering in January. By keeping
plants as dry as possible and spacing our watering a:
apart as possible, we conserve our potential to use w
to protect our plants from the cold, keeping our powd
dry, as it were. In January water early, water thoroug
when you do and do so sparingly.
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The cooler overall temperatures of January are mugc

h

less dehydrating even to plants which have received les

water. remember, many of our orchids come from
seasonally dry and cool climates not so different fro
South Florida. Many orchids are equipped to handle
drier cooler conditions of our January. A good strate
is to "top-up" the light watering that our plants recei
with the passing showers that each successive cold
brings. This slight additional irrigation may prove to
all the watering that many genera need. Such

parsimony, preserves the possibility of using water on

truly cold nights to warm our plants.

Water is the only feasible source of heat available to

plants grown in the open, under trees, in shade hou
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or on patios in South Florida. Ground water here (and in

most of the rest of the world is about 63 F. (16C). W
out of municipal systems is not far different. On truly
cold nights turning on the water can be of great ben
to our plants, provided that they have not been over
watered in the days and weeks preceding, thus invit
the ever present fungi to do more damage than the
For this reason as well, in general, orchids are bette
dry until temperatures approach frost or freezing. Tt
logic for maintaining plants dry is not only to minimiz
fungal problems but also because cold air is typicall
very dry air. If plants are wet in very dry and rapidly
moving air say 10 or more MPH, evaporative coolin
can take place, chilling our orchids further and faste
than they would if dry. When the water goes on it ne
to be in heavy volume and it needs to stay on to kee
the plants thoroughly bathed in its warmth. Very still
on the other hand, presents a different danger as frc
possible at temperatures higher than is commonly
realized. In calm air frost can form at higher elevatic
and settle in on plants while the surface temperature
only in the upper 30's. The best forecast for nights w
the temperature will hover near 40 is a light wind of
miles per hour. This light wind mixes the warm air n
the surface and draws warm from the earth. Clear,
cloudless, still nights with bright shining stars elevat
the spirit but harbingers frost.

Forecasts of temperatures below 450 F should stim
late us to action.

If it is not practical to bring all thBhalaenopsis,

vandas and hard cane dendrobiums into the house
garage, think of using water to help protect them. Si
cloth or even patio screen hold in a surprising amou
of heat like an lacy Mantilla. Under screen, a fine m
head attached to a hose and left running beneath th

Continue Page 6
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bench or plant rack will provide several degrees of

additional warmth that will often sufficiently temper the

chill and ward of any light frost settling in. Growers
with swimming pools frequently turn on the
recirculating pump to keep a supply of warm water n

the pool’s surface where it can add heat to the ambien

environment. A few degrees of warmth frequently
makes all the difference to our sensitive orchids. In

ec

Tasks for February

Water judiciously only early in the day

Run plants on the dry side to preserv
the possibility of using water for cold

more open areas not protected by a permanent irrigati protection.

system, an oscillating sprinkler at the end of a garde
hose is very effective. These are readily available at
Home Depot and garden shops for a few dollars. On
frosty nights, start the water at bedtime and let it run

until the sun is up. The extra water once or twice in a

month will do no harm to orchids that have been

properly and judiciously watered the remainder of the
month. In fact, these occasions present the opportunity
to be sure that excess fertilizer salts have been leache
from the pots and medium. A good work can be born @

necessity!
Remember that Himalayan dendrobiums and “warn
growing” Cymbidiumhybrids will positively relish
temperatures down to 32F and a light frost is just th
ticket for great bloom. Keep the water off these!

In the drought of January, mites, which affect nearly
genera of orchids, continue to be a serious problem
will only get worse. They will reach a crescendo in

March and April but January is a good time to scotch
them.Paphiopedilumand other softy leaved genera are

particularly susceptible but no genus is free of them.
One theory on why deciduous genera such as

CatasetumCalantheand others lose their leaves
hypothesizes that this totally rids them of mites.
Being totally rid of mites is a good thing! Sometimes

this is easier said than done because mites reproduce

with such voluminous speed. Their life cycle from eg

to reproductive adult being is as short as twelve days

il | Bulbophyllum Alliance

In order to control mites one must achieve as total a
of the population as possible. Total control can only
achieved with two successive sprays. After spraying
mites initially, onemustspray again in 7 -10 days. No

single spray is totally effective in killing both adults and

eggs and a second spraying is necessary to kill any
survivors before they can reproduce. Oil as

recommended in the December chapter at 1.5 oz per gal

followed in7-10 days by soap at the rate of 2 oz per

gallon is very effective. These treatments are also quite

effective against scale and mealy bugs which thrive

drought as well. Be sure your plants are well watered

the day before applying both oil and soap and be su

that you cover thoroughly all leaf surfaces especially

the lower ones which are mites favorite hide outs.

(1%}

n

of cold.

10 days.
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Check irrigation system in anticipatior

Flush excess fertilizer salts from cat-
tleyas and other sympodials.

Spray for mites, then spray again in 7

-‘

D

—

that

g

be
for

on

=

e

Save the date
March 3, 2008

Our guest speaker will be
Bill Thoms AOS judge and

authority on the

The AOS has a special award in
recognition of Bill Thoms; it is
presented yearly for the most

outstanding example of the

Bulbophyllinae Subtribe Award.

There will be plants for sale




Dear Members,

To those who participated in the 2008 Sarasota Orath Society Show, thank you. It's a
long, grueling process to pull off such a big evenbut once again our committed, hard-
working committee chairs and dedicated volunteersame together and made it happen.
Although we didn’t beat last year’s attendance recal, the vendors and visitors were
very pleased, a testament to all your hard work.

I've been warned that if | try to thank everyone byname, much like an Oscar winner
who gets up to the podium and thanks everyone theye ever met and still forgets some-
one crucial (like their spouse), that I'll miss soraone, too, but that's no excuse. We
couldn’t have made this happen without any of youOver the past year and during the
five crucial days of preparation and the show itsé] you stepped up. You laid out the
auditorium, provided food for the workers, vendors,and judges, worked the front door,
decorated the entrance, registered the orchids irhe computer, put in the displays,
greeted prospective new members, sold raffle ticket put together the floral arrange-
ments, answered culture questions, made signs, salairts, pins, and hats, passed out
flyers, clerked for the judges, and finally cleanedip the mess. These jobs may not seem
as important as getting the sponsors lined up, créiag the PR for the show, booking the
vendors, judges and other societies, printing thdyfers and booklets, or accounting for
all the money spent and received, but each and eygjob is important. So, thank you, if
you put in 500 hours or 5, thank you. And if | mised any of your contributions, please
forgive me.

We kept our eyes and ears open this year and learti@ great deal. We intend to put

that knowledge to work for next year's show. We knar we can make it easier on our-
selves and our vendors but still keep it sound ecomically. We know we can do more
planning and less running around at the last minuteWe know we can reduce or elimi-
nate some tasks that are a lot of work for little lnefit. We know we can focus more on
making our show a true educational experience forte public and for ourselves because
that's why we do it, isn’t it? Because we love oretls and we want to share that love

with everyone who buys a ticket and steps into thauditorium. | think we accomplished
that. Well done!

Sincerely,

Laurie Stoner

Now some pictures from the show




Blue Pagoda Orchids Featherstone Orchids

Canaima Orchids Florida - Suncoast Orchids

Chapman Orchids Hicks Orchid Supplies-Educational Display



Odom Orchids Pelican Farm Orchids

Orchid Mania . .
Plantio La Orgidea

Orchids Excetera Venice Orchids



Charlotte County Orchid Society

Englewood Orchid Society

Manatee Orchid Society

Manatee River Orchid Society

Sarasota Orchid Society

Marie Selby Botanical Gardens
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Tampa Bay Orchid Society

Venice Area Orchid Society

Individual Plant Table
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C. trianae ‘The King’
AM\AQOS 83 Pts.
Owner— Ken Roberts

C. trianae ‘Jungle Feather’
AM\AOS 83 Pts.
Owner -Canaima Orchids

Onc. ansiferum ‘A-doribil’
AOS\CCM 85 Pts.
Owner-Bill Thoms



P.O. Box 19895
Sarasota., FL 34276-2895
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