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UPCOMING MEETINGS                                                
                                                                                                         
April 6th           Bob Hague       
                           Mounting & re-potting  
   
May  4 th           George Carr        
                           Growing Catasetum 
 
June 1st            Orchid Problem Workshop and      
                           Swap Meet   
 
July 6th              Patti Wilson 
 
August 3rd         To be announced 
 
September 7th   Annual  Picnic 
 
October 5th        Getting your orchids ready for a  
                             show                              
 
November 2nd   Charlie Chapman - Growing 
                             Cymbidiums                              
 
December 7th    Orchid Auction 
 
January 8, 2010  53rd Annual SOS Orchid  
                             Show Set Up 
 
January 9 & 10   53rd Annual SOS  
                             Orchid Show   

              SARASOTA ORCHID SOCIETY 
                             OrchidView 

 
   Meetings are on the 1st Monday of each month  

The doors open at 6:15 PM 
Cultural Study Group  starts promptly at 6:30 PM 

          Regular  meeting starts at 7:30 PM 
 

                                                 Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 
       April 2009                           801 South Palm Avenue 
                                                         Sarasota, Florida 
                                                               www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 

                      By Dr. Martin Motes 

                    April in your collection 

Far from the cruelest, April is the kindest month to 
South Florida orchid growers. The weather in April is 
definitely settled into warm, even deliciously hot, with 
passing cold fronts only adding the delight of a     
pleasant change in temperature. The clean, bright days 
brimming with abundant sunlight and the low relative 
humidity create the high drying potential that orchids 
love. Now we can get our orchids off to a great start 
on the growing season by practicing our very best   
watering skills under ideal conditions.   Water heavily 
when you water and allow the plants to dry thoroughly 
before watering heavily again. Drying ‘hard’ in the 
Spring will produce benefits all season. We want to 
get our plants well launched while leaving all the fungi 
high and dry. The new shoots of Oncidiinae,          
Grammatophyllum and dendrobiums are quite cup-
like; care must be taken that water does not stand too 
long in these immature growths. Water these types 
very    thoroughly with two or three applications of 
water spaced 10-15 minutes apart. Water should run 
freely through the pot on each application. Saturated 
thoroughly in this fashion the plants will need only 
weekly watering. Even more care should be taken with 
the soft plicate leafed genera like Catasetum, Mor-
modes, Cycnoches, Gongora, Calanthes and Thunia.  
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The Sarasota Orchid Society Inc. (SOS) meets on the 
first Monday of each month at Selby Botanical Gardens, 
800 South Palm Ave., Sarasota, FL.  The SOS Inc., an       
affiliate of the American Orchid  Society, is a nonprofit 
association with the aims of promoting the development, 
improvement and preservation of orchids through the 
dissemination of information concerning the culture, 
hybridization or development of orchids; and generally 
to extend the knowledge of orchids.   
 

www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 
 

Annual dues are $20; $25 for family.  Deadline for the 
newsletter is the 15th of the previous month.   
 

Contributors to this newsletter give  reprint rights of 
their work to newsletters and other affiliates of the 
American Orchid Society. 
 

SOCIETY OFFICERS 
President 
Laurie Stoner (941) 358-8537 
laurissas@msn.com 
 

Vice President & Past President 
Monroe Kokin (941) 445-4789 
orchidpix@comcast.net 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Carolyn Langdon (941)  907-4161 
carolynlangdon@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Recording Secretary 
Sally Werlinich (941) 346-1059  
Angus1936@verizon.net 
 

AOS Representative 
Jo Davis 228-5501         
Srqjd@verizon.net 
 

Treasurer 
Linda Kokin  445-4789   
mkorchid@comcast.net 
 

Members at Large 
Mary Franklin 355-4915 
Manuel Chepote 388-2528 
Norm Hillstrom  926-0166 
Juanita Goolsby  351-3019 
Sherrie Balaity  924-2573 
Barry Reese 727- 423-3712 
Roy Krueger 776-5079 
Joan Adams  924-8185 
 
Librarian 
Jim Fahrney 924-7178  
 

Newsletter 
Monroe Kokin - orchidpix@comcast.net 
 

Publicity/Advertising 
Carolyn Langdon - carolynlangdon@tampabay.rr.com 
 

 Support Our Vendors and Suppliers 
 

American Travel Group , Shelton Thorne 
813-282-4510 or 800-266-0755  
 

Blue Pagoda  Mickey Carnell 
941-474-3255 (Monday-Saturday 8:00AM-5:00 PM) 
 

Canaima Orchids  Michael Sinn     
941-773-2940 (Monday-Saturday 10:00AM-4:00PM)  
 

Chapman's Orchids  Charlie Chapman              
407-619-1907 
 

Featherstone Orchids Ed & Lyn Bugbee      
352-795-4614 
 

Fender's Flora Orchids Bill & Susan Fender            
941-412-1355  (Monday-Saturday 9:00AM-2:00PM) 
 

Florida SunCoast Orchids Jim Roberts        
941-544-6831  By Appointment only 
 

Hicks Orchid Supplies John & Lois Hicks    
407-493-3064 
 

Krull-Smith Orchids Jim Krull & Frank Smith        
407-866-4134 
 

Nature on the Rocks Guy & Janice   
386-437-6832 
 

Odom's Orchids John & Louise Odom          
772-467-1386 
 

Orchid Art  Joné Ritchie        
941-922-3434 By appointment only 
 

Orchid Mania Karen Harper  
941-322-1678  (Monday-Saturday 9:00AM-5:00PM)  
 

Orchids Etcetera Jeff & Walter         
941-921-9138  (Tuesday-Saturday 9:00AM-5:00PM) 
 

Palmer Orchids Robert Palmer          
941-322-1644  (Monday-Saturday 9:00AM-4:00 PM) 
Call for Appointment 
 

Pelican Coast Farms Jerry Meola      
239-693-8967 
 

Plantío La Orquídea  Rafael Romaro            
941-504-7737  (Monday-Saturday 9:00AM-5:00PM) 
 

Venice Orchids Bob Hague    
941-321-4691  (By Appointment Only)   
 

Dawn Vertrees Jewelry Designer 
954-594-2186 
 

Wayne Hibbs Farm & Garden Jeff Hibbs    
941-366-4954  (Monday-Saturday 9:00AM-5:00PM) 
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JOIN THE AOS 
  

If you are not a member of the American 
Orchid Society, let me briefly tell you about 
the premier organization devoted to our 
hobby.  The AOS is the world’s largest  
specialty horticulture group and  offers  
information not available elsewhere.  The 
monthly magazine, Orchids, is the most 
highly-regarded orchid periodical in the 
world.  The photography and articles are 
outstanding. Membership entitles you to a 
10% discount on publications and your 
dues support conservation and  educational 
programs. As a new member you will        
receive a copy of Your First Orchid, a book 
chock full of advice and an Almanac listing 
all     affiliate organizations (Florida has the 
most with 58),  growers, special interest 
groups, descriptions of awards, and many 
more resources.  Membership forms are 
available at the sign-in table for anyone 
who needs one.   
 
The AOS also publishes the Awards      
Quarterly (Now on CD), with detailed  
descriptions of   200-300 awarded orchids 
with color photographs.  I eagerly await 
mine every three months. 
 
Dues are U.S. single membership $60.00 for 
a 2 year membership $108.00.  American 
Orchid Society, 16700 AOS Lane, Delray 
Beach, Fl. 33446 
 
Monroe 
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Let’s talk about sales…...The vendors who lecture at our meetings take their valuable time 
and effort to educate us on orchid culture.  In turn, they ask us to buy their plants which they bring 
to sell  at our meetings.   
 
We know that there are lots of places to buy orchids in our area but as members of SOS, we should 
really make a point of patronizing the speakers and advertisers when we buy new plants.  

 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
Beginning Balance              2/13/09                        16480.87 
                                                                        
Income 
               Membership Income                  150.00 
                Raffle Inc.                                     98.00                              
                                                                        
Total Income                                                        248.00           
                                                                                                             
 
Expenses 
              Membership Exp                          12.82 
              Show Exp.                                       9.88    
              Printing Exp.                                53.32 
              Meeting Exp.                               100.62 
              Misc. Exp                                       70.00 
Total Expenses                                                      288.64                            
 
Ending Balance                  3/12/09                         16440.23 

                   



 
 

The Hospitality Committee will 
 provide the following at our  

monthly meetings 
  

Cheese 
Crackers 

Fruit 
Hot Coffee and fixings 

Iced tea – sweet and unsweetened 
Water 

  
Any additions to the table will be greatly  

appreciated. 
 

Contributions can be made at the table. 
  

Hospitality Committee Members 
  

Sherrie Balaity           941-924-2573 
Shirley Gongaware    941-924-7852 
Tama Lichtman          941-955-8841 

 
PLEASE BRING FOOD 
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For members  who are receiving the  

newsletter by mail, you are missing out  on 
some  

wonderful color pictures taken during the 
year  in our newsletter.   

  

If you have computer access and are getting 
the newsletter by snail mail, you can switch 

& save the Society $7.00 per year per  
person. 

  
Please contact me and I’ll be glad to add 

you to our  e-mail list. 
 

Monroe 

UPCOMING SHOWS 
 

March 2009 
 

27-29 - Naples Orchid Society Show , United Church 
of Christ, 5200 Crayton Rd., Naples, FL. Contact: Frank 
Ginocchio, 310 Hawser Ln. Naples, FL 34102;  
(239) 403-7155 
 

20-21 Englewood Orchid Society Show 
United Methodist Church, 700 East Dearborn St.  
Englewood, FL. 
 

28-29 - Orchid Society of Highlands County Show . 
Contact: Ed Fabik, 221 Lakerim Ct., Lake Placid, FL 
33852 
April 2009 
25-26 - Vero Beach Orchid Society Show , Riverside 
Park, 3001 Riverside Park Dr., Vero Beach, FL. 
Contact: Douglas Mew, 5785 36th Lane, Vero Beach, 
FL 32966 

 
Here is the information regarding the 

Wild Orchid Man film project.   
 

"Karen LaBonte and Stig Dalstrom 
have teamed up with local 

 award-winning filmmaker Darryl Saffir 
of Studio Ray  Productions  

to produce a series of  
nature films about wild orchids and 

what they can teach us about  
protecting our planet. The team plans 

to travel the world from South America 
to Bhutan in search of Wild Orchids.  

The pilot film  
"The Wild Orchid Man in the Ghost  
Orchid Swamp" has been filmed on  

location in the Fachahatchie Preserve 
as well as right here at Selby Botanical  

Gardens, and is nearing completion. 
You can view two movie trailers at  

www.WildOrchidMan.com.  
 

You can also check out some of  
Darryl's work at  

www.StudioRayProductions.com The 
idea for the series has been submitted 

to the Discovery channel. We wish 
them good luck as they await a  

positive reply! "  
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2009 Dues are now overdue 

 $20 individual,  
$25 family membership.   

 
Please make your checks  

payable to the  
Sarasota Orchid Society 

P.O. Box 19895 
Sarasota Fl 34276-2895  
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Annual Spring Open House & Sale 
 
 April 3 - 4 , 2009 

9:00 AM  - 3:00 PM  
Thousands of potted and bare-rooted divisions 

Discounts, specials and closeouts 
Celebrating 40 Years of Growing Orchids  

 
Member Advertising 

Newsletter  advertisements are   
$120.00 per year. Checks payable to  

Sarasota Orchid Society  
may be sent to   

 

Linda Kokin 
19780 Cobblestone Circle 

Venice, FL 34292 
 

After visiting Venice Orchids and Fender’s Flora Orchids you are invited to visit  
Linda & Monroe’s new orchid house located  across Venice Avenue from Keystone Road at  

19780 Cobblestone Circle in the Stonewalk subdivision.   
Our phone number is 586-7795  

please RSVP 
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The new growths of this type are rolled together (the fancy word is convolute) like a collapsible drinking cup.                      

These should be grown in water retentive media that should be saturated at each watering to permit the         
developing roots to have abundant water but allow the vulnerable new growth extra time to dry. Feel the 
weight of a pot when you have finished watering. Be sure it is heavy with water. If it’s not water one more time. 
With plants properly spaced, good drying should not be difficult in the hot dry air of April. But do be careful to 
water early enough in the day to allow the tender new growth to throughly dry by twilight. 

With vandaceous orchids grown in slatted baskets, most growers find that they dry altogether too well in April. 
Vandas can be watered almost every morning in April. Indeed, a second light watering or misting in mid-
afternoon in April and early May is often beneficial provided the crowns and leaf axils of the plants have time 
to dry completely by nightfall. Another strategy under high drying conditions is to bend the rules, at least      
occasionally, and water heavily in mid to late morning . Late watering's on weekend mornings (you didn’t want 
to get up early, any way) provide relief for plants that are more stressed on week days with their owners absent. 
Very occasionally, one needs to break the rules absolutely and water thoroughly (not just mist) in the mid to 
late afternoon so the plants can slowly absorb the water across the cool hours of the night. This is the season 
that one must be sure that Vanda roots have turned overall dark green when we have finished          watering. 
Two applications of water to the point of runoff spaced several minutes apart should accomplish the                
required color change from white to totally green. Saturated roots are absolutely necessary to provide the 
plants the moisture the plants need to withstand the heat and dry air typical of April. Sometimes, particularly 
at this season, the roots will not change color even after the second or third application of water. This lack of 
response to water is because the roots have become so dry that they are repelling rather than absorbing         
water. They are behaving like a cork in a wine bottle. The grower must exert special effort to re- saturate the 
roots. Often this will require 4 or 5 waterings to the point of run off spaced 15 minutes apart. Once the roots 
have been changed to the healthy overall green, normal applications of water should bring them around in     
future. 

With increased heat and light and the onset of growth, fertilizer becomes more crucially important to the 
plants. Balanced time release pellets (13-13-13) can still be applied to potted plants provided the duration is 180 
days or less. Most time release fertilizer breaks down faster under South Florida conditions and should be ex-
hausted by October when we will want our plants to slow down. The brand marketed at retail as "Dynamite" is 
generally considered by professionals as superior in reliability to other types. In April, 15-5-15 can be applied 
to most genera at the rate of 2 tsp. per gal every two weeks. Vandas, ascocendas, Aerides, et al will benefit from 
a full tablespoon of 15-5-15 weekly during this high energy period. One can also apply high phosphorous 
‘Bloom Booster’ fertilizer once or twice at this time to stimulate them to flower for Mothers’ Day or failing that 
to win those trophies and A.O.S. awards at the Redland International Orchid Festival the next weekend. High 
phosphorous (we use Millers’ Solugrow 8-48-12) also stimulates root action and is important in getting all    
genera off to a good start on the growing season. This is one of the few times that high phosphorus is perhaps 
beneficial. During the rest of the year it is to be avoid particularly with our  alkaline water. Current science 
recommends fertilizers lower in nitrogen, much lower in phosphorus and higher in  potassium, magnesium and 
calcium. Peter’s Excel 15-5-15 is now the standard for year round use.  

The warmth of April, alas, stimulates the growth of bugs as well as plants. Both thrips and mites thrive in the 
dry heat of April. Liquid dishwashing soap (at 2 oz per gal) will control both but be mindful that soap should 
not be applied to plants that are suffering from drought stress. Be sure that your plants are well hydrated       
before you apply soap. Water them extra hard the day before. To be effective soap must be used   profusely. 
The plants should be washed in the solution to the point of wetting every nook and cranny of both the plant and 
its container. Only such thorough treatment can reach the reclusive thrips and be sure to touch all of the ever 
prolific mites. A second treatment at 7-10 days is necessary to control mites and a miticide such as Kelthane 
might be advised. Orthene which is the insecticide of choice for thrips (because of its residual action) is        
compatible with many miticides. Check with your county agent if in doubt. 

                                                                                                                                                 Continued on Page #8 

  



 
New Member 

For the month of 
March 

 
Fran Bartch 
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Continued from page #7 

April is the classic month to catch up with all the 
re-potting which you meant to do across the winter. 
New roots form fast in April; don’t rot them off by 
over-potting or break them off by allowing the 
plant to wiggle in the pot. Tie them up: tie them 
down!  

April is a month for great moral decisions. When 
turning on the air conditioner for the first time, 
consider how much better an orchid grower you 
would be if you set the thermostat 2 or 3 degrees 
higher. You will find that you spend more time 
with your plants when you are accustomed to 
slightly higher temperatures and it is the master’s 
shadow that makes the plants grow. Besides  
spending more time enjoying your orchids, when 
the FPL bill arrives, you can celebrate with some 
splendid additions to your collection. 

April is a great month for naturalizing orchids in 
the garden. Perhaps its time to think of new homes 
for some of our burgeoning collection. 

Tasks for April 
Full speed ahead with re-potting 

Water heavily and well 

Don’t forget to fertilize 

Spray for mites and thrips 

���������	
����
������������
���	������  

�
���������	
 �

����������	����	�
����

������
��	���� �

�	���
����������
���������
�����  

���������������	���
�� ����!�� �����"�#�
$%&�'��	(���
%��(	 �
���	�
����
���	�����

�	
����
���������  
 



9 

Novice Orchid of the Month 
(Bc Karin Lomer x Lc. Starting Point) 

Owner -  Denny Pavlock 

Speakers Choice 
Bc. Turandot 

(Bc. Pastoral x C. Bob Betts) 
Owner  -  Susan Gerhardt 

Members Choice  
Cymb. Milton Carpenter 

Owner -  Jack Knuese 

Members Choice 
Den. Roy Tokunaga x self 
Owner  -  Mecky Kreissle  



Species of the Month 
Asctm miniatum 

Owner  -  Monroe Kokin 

 

JUNE MEETING NOTICE 
 

The June meeting will be an opportunity 
for members to bring in orchids they have   
questions about or have orchids they want 

to swap with others.  
 

 

Bus Trip Redlands 
Homestead--Fruit & Spice Park 

 

Saturday May 16th  
Cost $38.00 includes bus driver tip               

and admission to festival  
Suggest small cooler-no stopping for dinner  

 

1st pick-up Gulf Gate Bank, of America   
Depart 7:00 AM  

2nd pick-up Venice Community Center    
depart 7:30 AM  

 

Bus will leave show at 3:00 PM  
 

Suggest getting to the bus 15 minutes before  
Leaving Miami 

 

Mail check payable to (VAOS)  
 

 Barb Wagner  
6834 Anchor Way  
Sarasota, Fl. 34231  

Call 941-923-7706 for more info.  
 

No refund after May 6th  
 

 
The 53rd Annual Sarasota Orchid Show 

theme will be 
 

Days of Wine and Orchids 
 

Voted on by the members present  
at the March meeting 
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Sarasota Garden Club 
Flower Show 

 
The Annual Sarasota Garden Club Flower 

Show will be held March 28th and 29th at the 
Garden Club.  We anticipate the entries from 
Orchid Society members Joan Adams, Kerry 
Federspiel, Mary Franklin, Juanita Goolsby, 

Cherrie Randall, Ruth Walsh and Kay  
Weber.  Previous member Ann Paul will also 

have entries.  Last year Kay Weber went 
home with the Orchid Sweepstakes Award.  
There are about 20 orchids entered annually 
in this most   popular category. We hope that 
Orchid   Society members can join us. The 

hours are 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM at 1131 
Boulevard of the Arts. 

 



Minutes of the March SOS Meeting  2009 
 
President Stoner opened the meeting at 7:40 PM 
 
Sherrie Balaity introduced the guests for the evening.  
 
Old Business 
 
The minutes of our February meeting were approved on a motion and second. 
 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted and  approved on a motion and second. 
 
New Business: 
 
President Stoner asked for workers and display plants for the Englewood show  
 setup on March 19th and tear down on March 21st. 
 
President Stoner asked for volunteers to sign up with Sherrie for our table  
March 21 & 22 -- at Selby’s annual Spring Festival and sale. 
 
Monroe showed the new culture booklet and we agreed to purchase 600 copies. 
 
Monroe mentioned that Venice and Fender’s Flora Orchid Spring Sale will be April 3rd & 
4th.  Monroe & Linda will open their new orchid house to visitors.  Anyone interested in  
going please call 596-7795 or email Monroe at orchidpix@comcast.net 
 
President Stoner asked people to vote for our theme for our 2010 show.  
Most votes: Days of Wine and Orchids. 
 
After the break Jeff Higel gave a talk on orchid culture.   
  
Roy Kruger did Show and Tell Table.   
 
Mecky and Manual did the Raffle. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:30PM 
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P.O. Box 19895 
Sarasota.,  FL 34276-2895  

www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 

 

American Orchid Society closes doors to 
public 

 

The Associated Press 
 

Published: Friday, February 13, 2009   
 

DELRAY BEACH, Fla. - The American Orchid Society is closing its Florida      
headquarters to visitors to save money. 

Executive Director Jim Jordan says the society will close public access to its      
gardens and greenhouses on 3.5 acres near Delray Beach in May. He blames the   

closure on declining membership and endowments hit by the financial crisis. 
The society has more than 17,000 members worldwide. Its greenhouses and       

gardens contain about 15,000 varieties of orchids. 
Jordan says the society will be able to support orchid education, conservation and 

research if it doesn't have to "subsidize activities that touch so few people." 
Jordan says the gardens could reopen when the economy improves. 

 


