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UPCOMING MEETINGS                                              

 
December 7th      
 
               Orchid Auction 
 
January 4th         
 
                Setting up an Orchid Display 
                Michael  Polen - Art Stone Orchids 
               Plants will be for sale 
        
January 8th          
 
                53rd ANNUAL SOS ORCHID     
                SHOW SET-UP 
 
January 9 & 10    
 
                 53rd ANNUAL SOS ORCHID  
                 SHOW      
 
February 1st        
 
                 Paul Storm 
                 Schomburgkias and Myrmecophilas  
                 Schomo 101 
                 Plants will be for sale 
  
March 1st            
                 To be announced 
 
 

              SARASOTA ORCHID SOCIETY 
                             OrchidView 

 
   Meetings are on the 1st Monday of each month  

The doors open at 6:15 PM 
Cultural Study Group  starts promptly at 6:30 PM 

           Regular meeting starts at 7:30 PM 
 

                                                 Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 
      December 2009                     801 South Palm Avenue 
                                                         Sarasota, Florida 
                                                               www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 
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150 BLOOMING ORCHIDS AND RELATED ITEMS     
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The Sarasota Orchid Society Inc. (SOS) meets on the 
first Monday of each month at Selby Botanical Gardens, 
800 South Palm Ave., Sarasota, FL.  The SOS Inc., an       
affiliate of the American Orchid  Society, is a nonprofit 
association with the aims of promoting the development, 
improvement and preservation of orchids through the 
dissemination of information concerning the culture, 
hybridization or development of orchids; and generally 
to extend the knowledge of orchids.   
 

www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 
 

Annual dues are $20; $25 for family.  Deadline for the 
newsletter is the 15th of the previous month.   
 

Contributors to this newsletter give  reprint rights of 
their work to newsletters and other affiliates of the 
American Orchid Society. 
 

2010 Sarasota Orchid Society Board of Directors 
 
President: Monroe Kokin         941-445-4789 
orchidpix@comcast.net 
 

Vice President: Laurie Stoner  941– 358-8537 
laurissas@msn.com 
 

Treasurer: Roberta Arcand      941– 400-0775 
arcand1173@gmail.com 
              
Recording Secretary: Jo Davis  941– 228-5501 
srqjd@verizon.net 
              
Corresponding Secretary: Linda Kokin  941-445-4789 
mkorchid@comcast.net 
  
AOS Representative: Barry Reese  
 

Membership: Carolyn Langdon      941-907-4161   
carolynlangdon@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Show Co-Chairpersons:  Monroe Kokin & Jo Davis 
 

Librarian: Sally Werlinich 
 

Newsletter Editor: Monroe Kokin 
orchidpix@comcast.net 
 
Webmaster: Alan Marlor                                                
 

Raffle Host: Leroy Mouton 
 

Storage Manager: Norm Hillstrom 
 

Display Table Hosts:  Roy Krueger,  Barry Reese 
 

At-Large:  Dennis Pavlock  
                   Manuel Chepote                                       
                       Leroy Mouton 
 

Counsel to the SOS: Robert M. Johnson, P.L. 
                                One North Tuttle Avenue 
                                 Sarasota, FL 34237 
                                 941-906-1480 

 Support Our Vendors and Suppliers 
 

 
American Travel Group , Shelton Thorne 
813-282-4510 or 800-266-0755  
 

Byrd’s Orchids  Bill & Wanda Byrd 
863-859-5060 
 

Canaima Orchids  Michael Sinn     
941-773-2940 (Monday-Saturday 10:00AM-4:00PM)  
 

Chapman's Orchids  Charlie Chapman              
407-619-1907 
 

Featherstone Orchids Ed & Lyn Bugbee      
352-795-4614 
 

Fender's Flora Orchids Bill & Susan Fender            
941-412-1355  (Monday-Saturday 9:00AM-2:00PM) 
 

Florida SunCoast Orchids Jim Roberts        
941-544-6831  By appointment only 
 

Hicks Orchid Supplies John & Lois Hicks    
407-493-3064 
 

Krull-Smith Orchids Jim Krull & Frank Smith        
407-866-4134 
 

Nature on the Rocks Guy & Janice   
386-437-6832 
 

Odom's Orchids John & Louise Odom          
772-467-1386 
 

Orchid Art  Joné Ritchie        
941-922-3434 By appointment only 
 

Orchids Etcetera Jeff & Walter         
941-921-9138  (Tuesday-Saturday 9:00AM-5:00PM) 
 

Palmer Orchids Robert Palmer          
941-322-1644  (Monday-Saturday 9:00AM-4:00 PM) 
Call for Appointment 
 

Plantío La Orquídea  Rafael Romaro            
941-504-7737  (Monday-Saturday 9:00AM-5:00PM) 
 

So Nursery 
(401) 928-0831 
 

The Orchid Specialist Steve Hawkins 
407-889-3138 or 321-279-3003           
 

Wayne Hibbs Farm & Garden Jeff Hibbs    
941-366-4954  (Monday-Saturday 9:00AM-5:00PM) 
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JOIN THE AOS 
  

If you are not a member of the American 
Orchid Society, let me briefly tell you about 
the premier organization devoted to our 
hobby.  The AOS is the world’s largest  
specialty horticulture group and  offers  
information not available elsewhere.  The 
monthly magazine, Orchids, is the most 
highly-regarded orchid periodical in the 
world.  The photography and articles are 
outstanding. Membership entitles you to a 
10% discount on publications and your 
dues support conservation and  educational 
programs. As a new member you will        
receive a copy of Your First Orchid, a book 
chock full of advice and an Almanac listing 
all     affiliate organizations (Florida has the 
most with 58),  growers, special interest 
groups, descriptions of awards, and many 
more resources.  Membership forms are 
available at the sign-in table for anyone 
who needs one.   
 
The AOS also publishes the Awards      
Quarterly (Now on CD AQ Plus), with  
detailed descriptions of   200-300 awarded 
orchids with color photographs.  I eagerly 
await mine every three months. 
 
Dues are U.S. single membership $60.00 for 
a 2 year membership $108.00.  American 
Orchid Society, 16700 AOS Lane, Delray 
Beach, Fl. 33446 
 
Monroe 
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Let’s talk about sales…...The vendors who lecture at our meetings take their valuable time 
and effort to educate us on orchid culture.  In turn, they ask us to buy their plants which they bring 
to sell  at our meetings.   
 
We know that there are lots of places to buy orchids in our area but as members of SOS, we should 
really make a point of patronizing the speakers and advertisers when we buy new plants.  

 
                               Treasurer’s Report 
 
Beginning Balance 10/14/09                      13809.19 
 
Income 
 
Raffle                                  95.00 
Bhutan Project Raffle       30.00 
Membership                       50.00 
Show                                3190.00 
 
Total Income                                  3365.00 
 
Expenses 
 
Auction                             255.00 
Meeting                             150.00 
Printing                               38.34 
Show                               1165.88 
 
Total Expenses                               1609.22 
 
Ending Balance 11/04/09                            15564.97 
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For members  who are receiving the  

newsletter by mail, you are missing out  on some  
wonderful color pictures taken during the year  

in our newsletter.   
  

If you have computer access and are getting the 
newsletter by snail mail, you can switch & save 

the Society $7.00 per year per  
person. 

  
Please contact me and I’ll be glad to add you to 

our  e-mail list. 
 

Monroe 
orchidpix@comcast.net 

UPCOMING SHOWS 
 

November 2009 
 
20-22 - American Orchid Society Show, American 
Orchid Society Botanical Garden, 16700 AOS Lane, 
Delray Beach, FL.  
 
January 2010 
 
9-10 - Sarasota Orchid Society Show , Sarasota Mu-
nicipal Auditorium, 801 Tamiami Tr., Sarasota, FL 
 
24-25 - Manatee River Orchid Society Show,  
Manatee Convention and Civic Center, 1 Haben Blvd., 
Palmetto, FL. 
 
February, 2010 
 
4-7 - Tamiami Orchid Festival, Sunshine Pavilion, 
Fair Expo Center, 10901 SW 24 St., Miami, Fl.  
 
6-7 - Venice Area Orchid Society Show, Venice  
Community Center, 326 S. Nokomis Ave., Venice, FL. 
 
13-14 - Boca Raton Orchid Society Show, Safe 
Schools Institute, 1790 NW Spanish River Blvd., Boca 
Raton, FL. Contact: Jackie Wood, 1360 W 18th St., 
Boca Raton, FL  
 
26-28 - Miami International Orchid Show,  
Doubletree Hotel & Convention Center, 777 NW 72 
Ave., Miami. FL. 
  

March, 2010 

5-7 - Martin County Orchid Society Show, Martin 
County Fairgrounds, 2616 SE Dixie Hwy., Stuart, FL.  
 
11-14 - Orchid Society of Coral Gables Show,  
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, 10901 Old Cutler 
Rd., Coral Gables, FL.  
 
12-14 - Port St. Lucie Orchid Society Show, Port St. 
Lucie Community Center, 2195 SE Airso Blvd., Port St. 
Lucie, FL 
 
19-20 - Englewood Area Orchid Society Show, 
United Methodist Church, 700 E. Dearborn St.,  
Englewood, FL. 
 
19-21 - Naples Orchid Society Show, United Church 
of Christ, 5200 Crayton Rd., Naples, FL.  

Member Advertising 
Newsletter  advertisements are   

$120.00 per year. Checks payable to  
Sarasota Orchid Society  

may be sent to   
 

Roberta Arcand 
8727 53rd Terrace East 

Bradenton, Fl 34211 
 

New membership book inserts are 
available. 

Please pick up your copy when 
you come to the meeting.  
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AOS Orchid Culture Sheets Online  
http://www.aos.org/aos/orchids/page01.aspx 
 

Click onto the genera that interests you and 
download pdf files. 

 
 

The Hospitality Committee will 
 provide the following at our  

monthly meetings 
  

Cheese 
Crackers 

Fruit 
Hot Coffee and fixings 

Iced tea – sweet and unsweetened 
Water 

  
Any additions to the table will be greatly  

appreciated. 
 

Contributions can be made at the table. 
  

Hospitality Committee Members 
  

Sherrie Balaity           941-924-2573 
Shirley Gongaware    941-924-7852 
Tama Lichtman          941-955-8841 

 
PLEASE BRING FOOD 

2010 Sarasota Orchid Society Roles  
(*Board Member)  

 
President: *Monroe Kokin 
 
Vice President:*Laurie Stoner 
 
Past President:*Laurie Stoner                        
 
Treasurer:* Roberta Arcand       
 
Recording Secretary:*Jo Davis           
 
Corresponding Secretary:*Linda Kokin 
 
AOS Representative:*Barry Reese  
 
Membership Chairperson:*Carolyn Langdon 
 
Hospitality Chairperson: Susanne Gerhardt 
 
Show Co-Chairperson:* Monroe Kokin 
 
Show Co- Chairperson: *Jo Davis 
 
Librarian:  *Sally Werlinich 
 
Newsletter Editor: *Monroe Kokin 
 
Webmaster: Alan Marlor                               
           
Raffle Host: *Leroy Mouton 
 
Storage Manager: *Norm Hillstrom 
 
Display Table Hosts:  
*Roy Krueger  
*Barry Reese 
 
At-Large:    
*Dennis Pavlock   
*Manuel Chepote 
                                                 

 
See page 11 for 2010  
Membership Dues 



 December in your Orchid Collection 
By Dr. Martin Motes 

 

December marks the beginning of the dry season in 
South Florida. While this additional dryness provides 
relief from the autumnal rains that can bring so many 
fungal problems, December is also the month of  
shortest day lengths. This contracted period of light, on 
the contrary, reduces severely the drying potential for 
our plants. Nature thus both gives and takes away from 
us in December. We must make sure, therefore, that we 
do not aid the dark side of the force by improper  
watering. In December, above all, one must stick 
strictly to the two cardinal principles of orchid  
watering: water early in the day so your plants have as 
many hours as possible to dry, and water heavily when 
you water, allowing longer intervals between watering 
to dry plants thoroughly. This practice maximizes the 
benefit of the dryer air of December and minimizes the 
adverse effect of the shorter day lengths. 
 
When nature has delivered a light overnight or early 
morning rain as she so often does in December at the 
leading edge of a cold front, add to her efforts by  
watering thoroughly that same morning and skip out 
watering for an extra several days afterward. With this 
method you can use the general dryness of December to 
give yourself much of the advantage of a greenhouse in 
terms of controlling watering. As in all aspects of  
orchid culture, keen observation is the key to success.  
In cooler weather your plants need much less water and 
cool air even at the same relative humidity, strips less 
water from your plants because cool air has less water 
holding capability. Always be sure that your plants 
really need water before you roll out the hose in  
December. Remember to use at least one of the standard 
tests for dryness: the finger dug slightly into the media 
test or the newly sharpened pencil coming dry like a 
knife from a well cooked custard, or test by hefting a 
pot that you know the weight of, both wet and dry and 
be sure that it has attained sufficient lightness. When 
you are sure they are dry, water them until you are sure 
they are very wet, then let the drying air of December 
do its magic to ward off leaf spotting diseases. 
 

Himalayan dendrobiums of the nobile and callista (D. 
aggregatum, chrysotoxum, etc.) Sections require 
no additional water (beyond rain) in December.  
Remeber, those of you who water (or, even worse,  
fertilize) these dendrobiums in December, will be  
punished by having your flowers taken away in the 
Spring.  
 
                                                    Continue on Page #7 
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Species of the Month 
 

C. walkeriana var coerulea ‘Palmeadows’ 
 

Owner  -  Bob Scully 

Continued from Page #6 
 
Some growers who have the space isolate these  
dendrobiums along with other types that want hard 
drying such as Catasetum, Cynoches, Mormodes, 
and Calanthe. Another strategy is to hang these 
plants high or at the edges of the collection  
reminding oneself to neglect them and also to avoid 
watering them by mistake. Some growers achieve the 
same result effect by turning the pots of these genera 
on their side in November or December, to avoid 
catching water from whatever source. Plants of some 
of these genera that have finished flowering can even 
be removed from their pots and stripped to bare roots 
in anticipation of re-potting them in new media when 
they break growth in the spring. 
 
Most sympodial orchids are resting in December and 
require less fertilizer. Biweekly or even monthly  
applications of a balanced fertilizer are still desirable. 
Nitrate nitrogen is the most readily absorbed in 
cooler weather; therefore at least one more  
application of the potassium nitrate/magnesium  
sulphate (at 1tbs. each per gal.) recommended in  
November is still a good idea. Motes Orchids will 
continue offering free spray grade Potassium nitrate 
at the nursery, to all our friends in December. It's 
good stuff! Vandas, Phalaenopsis and other  
monopodial orchids should be fertilized right through 
the winter although both the amount of fertilizer and 
the frequency of application can be reduced.  
Remember reddening of the foliage is not natural, 
nor is it a response to the cold per se but rather a 
symptom of nutritional deficiency. 
 
December can be cold. Frost has occurred in the first 
week of the month and unforgettably, the coldest 
temperatures ever recorded in South Florida were 
registered on December 25, 1989. If you haven't 
taken some of the precautions outlined in the  
November Newsletter, get busy! Keep a close eye on 
the forecasts during this volatile month. Remember 
that hard cane dendrobiums of the sections Spatulata 
and Phaleananthe are the most sensitive of com-
monly cultivated orchids. They resent temperature 
much below 60 degrees F. Phaleanopsis are next 
most sensitve, then vandas. Protect all these genera. 
 
If you are getting a jump on Spring potting chores by 
repotting sympodial orchids that have finished 
blooming, it is particularly important that you take 
extra care in securing them in their containers.  

 These plants may not be sending out new roots for 
several months, enough time for them to be shaken 
loose from insufficient staking. Passing cold fronts 
can bring brisk winds in December. When new roots 
start to form on insufficiently secured plants, wind 
moves the plant and chafes the new root tips off.  
Improperly secured plants are never able to root  
properly and slowly pine away. If you love them you 
must tie them up, tie them down. This is also  
especially true of mass produced orchids sold in Home  
Depot, K Mart etc. The soft, peat based media used to 
grow these commercially produced plants in the  
controlled environment of a greenhouse often does not 
provide sufficient purchase to secure the plants in the 
rough and tumble of a South Florida orchid collection  
buffeted by harsh winter winds. You probably should 
have already re-potted these into more durable  
medium but until you do, tie 'em up! 
 
Keep those vandas, phalaenopsis and hard cane den-
drobiums as warm as you can. Merry Christmas,  
Hanukkah, and Kwanza! 
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Show & Tell Instructions 
 
First, Please place your name on the numbered sign-in sheet (numbers coincide with the exhibitor # on 
the Plant Entry card.) Fill out Plant entry card (Roy will assign Entry #) 
 
Please put your plants on the appropriate table: Species, Hybrids (crosses), or Novice. The tables are 
clearly marked.  

 
If you're not sure which table to put it on, please ask Roy. 

Novice table is for anyone who has been growing orchids less than 3 years. 
 

At break time, please vote for your favorite orchids: Best Species Choice, Best Members Choice, and 
Novice Choice by writing the Entry # from the plant entry card on the ballot. Ballots will be counted and 

ribbons will be awarded at the end of the meeting while we are reviewing the Show & Tell table. Our 
speaker will be picking their favorite for a Speaker’s Choice Ribbon.  

 
Monroe will photograph the winners each month and the color pictures will be posted in the next 
month’s online newsletter (black & white if mailed) and on the website 

 
www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org  

 
Thank You, Roy Kruger 

Members & Speakers Choice 
 

Lc. Frosty Pink 
 

Owner  -  Monroe Kokin 

Novice of the Month 
 

Bulb. Daisy Chain 
 

Owner  -  Dennis Pavlock 
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Minutes of the November 2009 meeting 
 
President Stoner opened the meeting at 7:45 PM 
 
Sherrie introduced new members and guests.  She apo logized for the delay in providing new 
members with name tags. 
 
Old Business 
 
The minutes of our October meeting were approved. 
 
The October Treasurer’s report  was approved. 
 
New Business: 
 
New board members: Roberta Arcand, Leroy Mouton, an d Dennis Pavlock were approved. 
 
New pipe and drapes for the 2010 show in the amount  of $3,691 were approved. 
 
President Stoner asked all volunteers for the Decem ber auction to arrive at 5:00 PM.  
  
President Stoner introduced Stig Dalstrom, who gave  an overview of his ongoing work in  
Bhutan as well as his efforts to acquire grants and  non-profit funds to continue his work in  
orchid identification, research, and conservation. 
 
President Stoner explained that Leroy Mouton had cr eated a poster of Stig’s ghost orchid  
painting that will be raffled off at our show to fu nd the orchid research program.  
Jo brought in raffle tickets for each member.  
 
Kay Webber asked for donation of unusual vases or c ontainers for the cut flower sales items for 
the show. 
 
Jo asked for show volunteers. 
 
Tama asked that as soon as we know how food will be  served at the auditorium in January that 
we include a list of food and instructions in the n ewsletter. 
 
Break – 15 minutes. 
 
President Stoner announced the new roles for board members and committee heads and asked 
if anyone was interested in taking over responsibil ity for advertising and publicity to please 
 volunteer. 
 
Monroe introduced Charlie Chapman who gave us a ver y informative talk on how to grow  
cymbidiums.  
  
Show table was done by Roy Kruger.  
 
Raffle was done by Leroy and Mecky. 
 
President Stoner thank everyone for coming.  Meetin g adjourned at 10:05 PM 
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2010 DUES NOTICE 
 

Dues for the year         FAMILY MEMBERSHIP     $25 . 
 

Dues for the year           INDIVIDUAL                     $20. 
 

     Please make check payable to 
 

SARASOTA ORCHID SOCIETY 
PO Box 19895   

           Sarasota, FL 34276-2895                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please indicate if you would like to have your news letter sent by 
 

Email ____________________________________________  

                             
                            Name     ————————————––—–– 
                             
                            Address ———————————–———– 
                                           —————————–————–— 
                            Phone    ——————————————— 

Please detach and return to the address below 

THE AUCTION IS OUR MAIN REVENUE FOR THE SOCIETY.  PLEASE MAKE 
ARRANGEMENTS  TO ATTEND   PLEASE BRING A FRIEND. 

CHECKS AND CASH ONLY  
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P.O. Box 19895 
Sarasota.,  FL 34276-2895  

www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 


