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UPCOMING MEETINGS                                              

 
There will be a Special Cultural Study group  

Getting your plants ready for the SHOW 
November 2nd at 6:30 PM                      

 
November 2nd    Growing Cymbidiums 
                             Charlie Chapman    
                             Chapman Orchids 
                             Plants will be for sale                             
 
December 7th     Orchid Auction 
 
January 4th        Setting up an Orchid Display 
                             Michael  Polen - Art Stone Orchids 
 
January 8th         53rd ANNUAL SOS ORCHID     
                             SHOW SET-UP 
 
January 9 & 10   53rd ANNUAL SOS ORCHID  
                             SHOW      
 
February 1st       Paul Storm 
                             Schomburgkias and Myrmecophilas  
                             Schomo 101 
                             Plants will be for sale 
  
March 1st           To be announced 
 
April 5th             To be announced    

              SARASOTA ORCHID SOCIETY 
                             OrchidView 

 
   Meetings are on the 1st Monday of each month  

The doors open at 6:15 PM 
Cultural Study Group  starts promptly at 6:30 PM 

           Regular meeting starts at 7:30 PM 
 

                                                 Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 
      November 2009                    801 South Palm Avenue 
                                                         Sarasota, Florida 
                                                               www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 
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150 BLOOMING ORCHIDS AND RELATED ITEMS     
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The Sarasota Orchid Society Inc. (SOS) meets on the 
first Monday of each month at Selby Botanical Gardens, 
800 South Palm Ave., Sarasota, FL.  The SOS Inc., an       
affiliate of the American Orchid  Society, is a nonprofit 
association with the aims of promoting the development, 
improvement and preservation of orchids through the 
dissemination of information concerning the culture, 
hybridization or development of orchids; and generally 
to extend the knowledge of orchids.   
 

www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 
 

Annual dues are $20; $25 for family.  Deadline for the 
newsletter is the 15th of the previous month.   
 

Contributors to this newsletter give  reprint rights of 
their work to newsletters and other affiliates of the 
American Orchid Society. 
 

SOCIETY OFFICERS 
President 
Laurie Stoner (941) 358-8537 
laurissas@msn.com 
 

Vice President & Past President 
Monroe Kokin (941) 445-4789 
orchidpix@comcast.net 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Carolyn Langdon (941)  907-4161 
carolynlangdon@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Recording Secretary 
 
 

AOS Representative 
Jo Davis 228-5501         
Srqjd@verizon.net 
 

Treasurer 
Linda Kokin  445-4789   
mkorchid@comcast.net 
 

Members at Large 
Sally Werlinich 346-1059 
Manuel Chepote 388-2528 
Norm Hillstrom  926-0166 
Juanita Goolsby  351-3019 
Sherrie Balaity  924-2573 
Barry Reese 727- 423-3712 
Roy Krueger 776-5079 
 
Librarian 
Jim Fahrney 924-7178  
 

Newsletter 
Monroe Kokin - orchidpix@comcast.net 
 

Publicity/Advertising 
Carolyn Langdon - carolynlangdon@tampabay.rr.com 
 

 
 

 Support Our Vendors and Suppliers 
 

American Travel Group , Shelton Thorne 
813-282-4510 or 800-266-0755  
 

B&D Orchids  Betty & Don Burkam 
813-782-4631 By appointment only 
 

Byrd’s Orchids  Bill & Wanda Byrd 
863-859-5060 
 

Canaima Orchids  Michael Sinn     
941-773-2940 (Monday-Saturday 10:00AM-4:00PM)  
 

Chapman's Orchids  Charlie Chapman              
407-619-1907 
 

Featherstone Orchids Ed & Lyn Bugbee      
352-795-4614 
 

Fender's Flora Orchids Bill & Susan Fender            
941-412-1355  (Monday-Saturday 9:00AM-2:00PM) 
 

Florida SunCoast Orchids Jim Roberts        
941-544-6831  By appointment only 
 

Hicks Orchid Supplies John & Lois Hicks    
407-493-3064 
 

Krull-Smith Orchids Jim Krull & Frank Smith        
407-866-4134 
 

Nature on the Rocks Guy & Janice   
386-437-6832 
 

Odom's Orchids John & Louise Odom          
772-467-1386 
 

Orchid Art  Joné Ritchie        
941-922-3434 By appointment only 
 

Orchid Mania Karen Harper  
941-322-1678  (Monday-Saturday 9:00AM-5:00PM)  
 

Orchids Etcetera Jeff & Walter         
941-921-9138  (Tuesday-Saturday 9:00AM-5:00PM) 
 

Palmer Orchids Robert Palmer          
941-322-1644  (Monday-Saturday 9:00AM-4:00 PM) 
Call for Appointment 
 

Plantío La Orquídea  Rafael Romaro            
941-504-7737  (Monday-Saturday 9:00AM-5:00PM) 
 

Venice Orchids Bob Hague    
941-321-4691  By appointment Only   
 

Dawn Vertrees Jewelry Designer 
954-594-2186 
 

Wayne Hibbs Farm & Garden Jeff Hibbs    
941-366-4954  (Monday-Saturday 9:00AM-5:00PM) 
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JOIN THE AOS 
  

If you are not a member of the American 
Orchid Society, let me briefly tell you about 
the premier organization devoted to our 
hobby.  The AOS is the world’s largest  
specialty horticulture group and  offers  
information not available elsewhere.  The 
monthly magazine, Orchids, is the most 
highly-regarded orchid periodical in the 
world.  The photography and articles are 
outstanding. Membership entitles you to a 
10% discount on publications and your 
dues support conservation and  educational 
programs. As a new member you will        
receive a copy of Your First Orchid, a book 
chock full of advice and an Almanac listing 
all     affiliate organizations (Florida has the 
most with 58),  growers, special interest 
groups, descriptions of awards, and many 
more resources.  Membership forms are 
available at the sign-in table for anyone 
who needs one.   
 
The AOS also publishes the Awards      
Quarterly (Now on CD AQ Plus), with  
detailed descriptions of   200-300 awarded 
orchids with color photographs.  I eagerly 
await mine every three months. 
 
Dues are U.S. single membership $60.00 for 
a 2 year membership $108.00.  American 
Orchid Society, 16700 AOS Lane, Delray 
Beach, Fl. 33446 
 
Monroe 
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Let’s talk about sales…...The vendors who lecture at our meetings take their valuable time 
and effort to educate us on orchid culture.  In turn, they ask us to buy their plants which they bring 
to sell  at our meetings.   
 
We know that there are lots of places to buy orchids in our area but as members of SOS, we should 
really make a point of patronizing the speakers and advertisers when we buy new plants.  

 
 

Treasurer’s Report  
 
Beginning Balance    9/10/09            13789.28  
 
Income  
              Raffle Inc.                  106.00  
              Membership Inc.         60.00  
              Newsletter advt.       120.00  
 
Total Income                                286.00  
 
Expenses  
               Printing Exp.              40.44  
               Meeting Exp.            225.65  
 
Total Expenses                            266.09  
 
Ending Balance 10/13/09                  13809.19  
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For members  who are receiving the  

newsletter by mail, you are missing out  on some  
wonderful color pictures taken during the year  

in our newsletter.   
  

If you have computer access and are getting the 
newsletter by snail mail, you can switch & save 

the Society $7.00 per year per  
person. 

  
Please contact me and I’ll be glad to add you to 

our  e-mail list. 
 

Monroe 
orchidpix@comcast.net 

UPCOMING SHOWS 
 

October 2009 
23-24 - East Everglades Orchid Society Show, R.F. 
Orchids, Inc., 28100 SW 182 Ave., Homestead, FL. 
 
November 2009 
 
30-November 1 - Delray Beach Orchid Society 
Show , Old School Square Gymnasium, 51 N. Swanton 
Ave., Delray Beach 
 
30-November 1 - Brevard County Orchid Society 
Show, Melbourne Auditorium, 625 E. Hibiscus Blvd., 
Melbourne, FL 
 
31-November 1 - Tampa Orchid Club Show, Univer-
sity of South Florida Botanical Gardens, 12210 USF 
Pine Dr., Tampa 
 
7-8 Paphiopedilum Symposium Orlando,Fl 
http://www.slippersymposium.com 
 
20-22 - American Orchid Society Show, American 
Orchid Society Botanical Garden, 16700 AOS Lane, 
Delray Beach, FL.  
 
January 2010 
 
9-10 - Sarasota Orchid Society Show , Sarasota Mu-
nicipal Auditorium, 801 Tamiami Tr., Sarasota, FL 
 
24-25 - Manatee River Orchid Society Show,  
Manatee Convention and Civic Center, 1 Haben Blvd., 
Palmetto, FL. 
 
February, 2010 
 
4-7 - Tamiami Orchid Festival, Sunshine Pavilion, 
Fair Expo Center, 10901 SW 24 St., Miami, Fl.  
 
6-7 - Venice Area Orchid Society Show, Venice  
Community Center, 326 S. Nokomis Ave., Venice, FL. 
 
13-14 - Boca Raton Orchid Society Show, Safe 
Schools Institute, 1790 NW Spanish River Blvd., Boca 
Raton, FL. Contact: Jackie Wood, 1360 W 18th St., 
Boca Raton, FL  
 
26-28 - Miami International Orchid Show, Double-
tree Hotel & Convention Center, 777 NW 72 Ave.,  
Miami. FL.  

Member Advertising 
Newsletter  advertisements are   

$120.00 per year. Checks payable to  
Sarasota Orchid Society  

may be sent to   
 

Linda Kokin 
19780 Cobblestone Circle 

Venice, FL 34292 

New membership book inserts are 
available. 

Please pick up your copy when 
you come to the meeting.  
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AOS Orchid Culture Sheets Online  
http://www.aos.org/aos/orchids/page01.aspx 
 

Click onto the genera that interests you and 
download pdf files. 

 
 

The Hospitality Committee will 
 provide the following at our  

monthly meetings 
  

Cheese 
Crackers 

Fruit 
Hot Coffee and fixings 

Iced tea – sweet and unsweetened 
Water 

  
Any additions to the table will be greatly  

appreciated. 
 

Contributions can be made at the table. 
  

Hospitality Committee Members 
  

Sherrie Balaity           941-924-2573 
Shirley Gongaware    941-924-7852 
Tama Lichtman          941-955-8841 

 
PLEASE BRING FOOD 

November in your collection by  
Dr. Martin Motes 

 
November looms as the only truly dismal month in South 
Florida. Even without the prospect of the unspeakable 
‘H’ word, November disheartens since it is easily the 
dampest, dullest month in the year. Although more inches 
of rain fall in June, more hours of rain occur in the often 
slow, seemingly endless drizzles of September. Frequently 
a day or two can pass without so much as a solid hour of 
truly bright sunshine to lift our spirits and dry out our 
plants. Days are growing much shorter also, with long 
nights when our plants are wet from the frequent rains. 
Coming at the end of the rainy season when disease  
pressure has been building, November presents the  
maximum opportunity for fungal and bacterial diseases 
to take hold of our orchids. Hopefully careful watering 
practices and the judicial use of  fungicides                     
(as recommended last month) will have diminished the  
potential for disease in our collections. But even in the 
best managed collection, November calls for extra  
vigilance. Keep a close eye out for problems and remove  
immediately any plant that shows the first sign of fungus 
to a dry location to prevent the disease being spread by 
splashing rain drops. Good hygiene is particularly  
important this month. Clean up growing areas and  
remove any dead leaves, twigs or other organic debris 
from the plants and the ground. In  November numerous 
diseases that linger in decaying plant material find the 
ideal conditions that allow them to jump to the living  
tissue of our prize orchids. Such problems can develop 
more quickly in November than in any other month.  
November is a month to stay home and be there for your 
orchids. Look at every plant, every day. 

November, above all, is the month that the old Florida 
growers adage that "One needs a cat to grow good  
orchids," holds true.  By leaving enough space between 
plants on a shade house bench for a cat to walk around 
without knocking them down, one provides the good air 
circulation which is absolutely essential in periods of  
protracted wet weather. Well spaced plants are much less 
likely to encounter disease problems this month.  
Remember that your plants will have grown considerably 
over the summer and that the space they occupied  
comfortably in the Spring has now been filled by their 
own growth as well as their neighbors. Space them out. 
Now is perhaps the time to decide to hang some of the  
larger ones where they will dry much more quickly. The 
small cute ones left behind on the bench will be very  
appreciative of the extra air and light. 
 
Another excellent way to increase air circulation and  
enhance rapid drying is by trimming excess (particularly 
vertical) branches from all trees that support orchids or 
are near to orchid growing areas.  
 
                                                                    Continue on Page 6 

 
See page 11 for 2010  
Membership Dues 



Continued from Page #5 
 
By increasing the light and airflow one will also garner the 
benefit of reducing the possibility that such trees will be 
knocked down in a severe storm.  As there is rarely time to 
do such pruning when storm warnings are actually posted 
and creating extra debris is not then wise, now is the time 
to protect both your orchids and your trees. Days are 
shortening quickly now and more hours of rain and  
overcast skies mean that your orchids will benefit from all 
the additional light that they can get. Beginning the process 
of "hardening off" our plants by allowing more light to 
reach them will give them a leg up on the coming cool 
weather as well. 
 
As orchids grown outside are so frequently wet in  
November, it is often difficult to apply fertilizer or  
fungicides to the plants because they are already damp. 
Catch 22! — the plants need extra protection because they 
are wet and because they are wet one can’t apply chemicals 
to protect them. In these circumstances, many growers find  
Quaternary ammonium compounds useful. Sold as Physan, 
Consan, Greenshield or Triathalon these disinfectants   
dissolve totally in water and can be applied to wet plants. 
Strengths vary so follow the label. Although Federal   
regulations say they should not, many growers substitute 
the cheap and  readily available pool algicide which  
contain the same active ingredient. Home Depot sells a 
brand called ‘‘Pool Time’’ which could be purchased  
legally to disinfect walks and pathways at the rate of 1 to 2 
tsps. per gallon and would certainly do no harm at that 
rate, if it came into contact with the orchids no more  
frequently than every 7-10 days. 
 
This month when those brief periods of dry weather permit 
growers to think of applying other pesticides, they are 
tempted to think of giving their starving charges fertilizer 
as well. This is generally not a good idea with any fertilizer 
containing phosphorous (the second in the numerical series 
of three numbers). Phosphorus changes the PH of water 
and tends to interact with many other chemicals reducing 
their effectiveness. In November we need as much fire 
power from our chemical arsenal as we can get. A much 
better strategy in general to add some nutrients employs    
potassium nitrate (KNO3) 13-0-43 at a rate of 1 tbs per  
gallon of water. One should ask for the type usually  
referred to as ‘‘spray grade’’. In general sympodial  
orchids are reaching the end of their growth cycle as  
November progresses so a reduction in nitrogen from the 
potassium nitrate substitution or a missed fertilizer   
application usually does little harm to orchids grown out-
side in South Florida. Soft cane dendrobiums of the 
"Nobile" types will actually benefit from the reduction in 
feeding and drying out. It’s time to wean these deciduous 
types before cutting them off  entirely from the grub next 
month. Vandas and Phalaenopsis on the other hand can be 
fertilized as often as weather permits and will bloom all the 
stronger for this extra attention in the coming months. 
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Members Choice 
 

Phal. Hsu’s Mambanosa x Phal. bellina 
 

Owner  -  Dr. Jeff Kaine  

Species of the Month 
 

C. jenmanii 
 

Owner  -  Laurie Stoner 

Species of the Month 
 

A Collection of Habenaria 
 

Owner  -  Stig Dalstrom 

Novice Plant of the Month 
 

Den. Somsak ‘White’ 
 

Owner  -  Linda Pell 
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Show & Tell Instructions 
 
First, Please place your name on the numbered sign-in sheet (numbers coincide with the exhibitor # on 
the Plant Entry card.) Fill out Plant entry card (Roy will assign Entry #) 
 
Please put your plants on the appropriate table: Species, Hybrids (crosses), or Novice. The tables are 
clearly marked.  

 
If you're not sure which table to put it on, please ask Roy. 

Novice table is for anyone who has been growing orchids less than 3 years. 
 

At break time, please vote for your favorite orchids: Best Species Choice, Best Members Choice, and 
Novice Choice by writing the Entry # from the plant entry card on the ballot. Ballots will be counted and 

ribbons will be awarded at the end of the meeting while we are reviewing the Show & Tell table. Our 
speaker will be picking their favorite for a Speaker’s Choice Ribbon.  

 
Monroe will photograph the winners each month and the color pictures will be posted in the next 
month’s online newsletter (black & white if mailed) and on the website 

 
www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org  

 
Thank You, Roy Kruger 

            Don't miss the 2009 Paphiopedilum Symposium! 
You are invited to attend the 12th International Slipper Orchid Symposium November 7-8, 
2009 in sunny Orlando, Florida. For more than a decade, slipper orchid enthusiasts from 
countries around the globe have converged each Fall to learn from expert speakers, meet fel-
low slipper orchid enthusiasts and participate in lively roundtable discussions.  
 
This year we’ll hear Professor Harold Koopowitz describe the developments and advances 
in Paphiopedilum hybridizing over the last 100 years and Theresa Hill will offer insight 
from her experience and a magnificent photo show of the complex paphiopedilum hybrids 
created at Hillsview Gardens. Sam Tsui of Orchid Inn, Ltd. will present an astounding pro-
gram focused on the amazing developments in Paphiopedilum leucochilum breeding over 
the years.                                                                                                               

Paph. Crystelle 'Awesome Blossom', FCC/AOS     

Grower: Krull-Smith, Inc.  

Photograph copyright Larry Johnson  
 

This is an event that no slipper orchid enthusiast 
should miss. We highly recommend that you register early, as space is limited and now is the time to make those 
airline reservations while the fares are low and there are plenty of seats available!  
 
Visit the official 12th International Slipper Orchid Symposium website for more details, including program and 
speaker information, schedule of events, a list of vendors and special offers, hotel discounts, and how to register. A 
portion of the proceeds from the Symposium will be donated to the American Orchid Society.  

Are you involved in the AOS judging program? Here is 
a wonderful opportunity to satisfy educational credit   
requirements while actually having fun! 

http://www.slippersymposium.com 
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       FRIDAY NOVEMBER 6th THRU SUNDAY NOVEMBER 8th  

                 Bring this flyer for $5.00 off a single $30.00 potted plant.                               
One per person per day. 

  Sorry bare roots are not included.  Good for sale days only. 
            FREE CLASSES ON REPOTTING & ORCHID CARE!!! 

                  FRI the 6th   SAT the 7th   and SUN the 8th 
                    
 
                    ALL CLASSES BEGIN AT 10:00 AND RUN ABOUT 2 HOURS 
                                            NO RESERVATIONS NEEDED !!!! 

                                           MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THIS SPECIAL EVENT                      
                                                              
                                                 5050 261st St E 
                                                              Myakka City, FL 34251-9191 
                                                                           (941) 322-1678 

Orchid Show and Sale 
 
The East Everglades Orchid Society is having its annual Show and Sale on October 23-
25, 2009, 9 am to 5 pm, at the gardens of r.f. Orchids in Homestead, FL. Please come 
and join us for orchids, food, crafts, and fun! Vendors from all over the area, local and 
beyond! Raffles and door prizes all weekend long! Music and an enjoyable time the 
whole weekend! 
 
There will be AOS judging and EEOS ribbon judging. For judging, please bring all plants 
to r.f. orchids on Thursday, October 22, between 1pm and 5 pm. Also, anyone inter-
ested in putting in a display, or if you have any questions, email me at orchidiva@att.
net. 
 
Additionally, r.f. Orchids will be holding their annual Fall Sale featuring new arrivals from 
Asia, special Sale pricing on species, hybrids and meristem, plus great bargains on  
garden décor, gifts and more. 



12 

The following will be voted on at the November meeting  
PLEASE ATTEND 

 
SARASOTA ORCHID SOCIETY ESTABLISHES AN ORCHID RESEARCH PROGRAM 

 
The Sarasota Orchid Society Inc., (SOS), an affiliate of the American Orchid Society, is a nonprofit association 
(IRC 501 (c)( 3)) with the aims of promoting the development, improvement and preservation of orchids 
through the dissemination of information concerning the culture, hybridization or development of orchids; and 
generally to extend the knowledge of orchids.  
 
The Orchid Identification Center (OIC) at Marie Selby Botanical Gardens was established in 1975 to study and 
curate wild-collected and conservatory grown species orchids and to serve as a center for their identifica-
tion.  The OIC was recognized for identifying species orchids and for confirming identities of orchids that win 
American Orchid Society awards.  It provided determinations to institutions and individuals from around the 
world, amassing a collection of more than 20,000 taxonomic reference files, a collection of photographs, and 
25,000 spirit preserved specimens. Unfortunately, the OIC suspended operation in June of 2009.  
 
With the creation of an orchid research program under the auspice of the SOS, we hope to compensate for that 
loss in a limited way. The intent of this research program is to allow our members to pursue scientific research 
projects similar to but not limited to those performed by the OIC: collection, identification, and classification of 
orchids, primarily through fieldwork and through collaboration with other scientific institutions, organizations, 
companies, government agencies, or private individuals. The research results will be published in scientific  
papers, scholarly journals, and via lectures. 
 
Funding for the efforts will be through private donations from individuals, organizations or non-profit  
foundations and/or through funding grants, applied for and administered by the active researcher who must be 
an SOS member. 
 
The OIC had particular strengths in collections from Mexico, Central America, Andean South America and 
Venezuela, but this program will be open to all geographical areas where orchids naturally occur. 

THE AUCTION IS OUR MAIN REVENUE FOR THE SOCIETY.  PLEASE MAKE 
ARRANGEMENTS ATTEND   PLEASE BRING A FRIEND. 

CHECKS AND CASH ONLY  



13 
October 2009 Minutes 
 
President Stoner opened the meeting at 7:30 PM 
 
Sherrie introduced the new members and guests.  
 
Old Business 
 
The minutes of our September meeting were approved as reported in the newsletter. 
 
The Treasurer’s report was approved on a motion and second. 
 
New Business: 
 
President Stoner announced our Annual members meeting and election is coming up in November. 
Nominations for new board members are still being accepted.  
  
Jo gave an update on volunteers for the 2010 show. 
 
Monroe introduced Jim Roberts who gave a talk on Encyclias.  
  
Show table was discussed by Roy Kruger.  
 
Raffle. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9 PM 

2010 DUES NOTICE 
 

Dues for the year         FAMILY MEMBERSHIP     $25 . 
 

Dues for the year           INDIVIDUAL                     $20. 
 

     Please make check payable to 
 

SARASOTA ORCHID SOCIETY 
PO Box 19895   

           Sarasota, FL 34276-2895                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please indicate if you would like to have your news letter sent by 
 

Email ____________________________________________  

                             
                            Name     ————————————––—–– 
                             
                            Address ———————————–———– 
                                           —————————–————–— 
                            Phone    ——————————————— 

Please detach and return to the address below 



14 

P.O. Box 19895 
Sarasota.,  FL 34276-2895  

www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 


