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              SARASOTA ORCHID SOCIETY 
OrchidView 

 
     Meetings are on the 1st Monday of each month  

  The doors open at 5:45 PM 
 

               Marie Selby Botanical Gardens   
                          801 South Palm Ave. 

Sarasota, FL 
  

                                              www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 

 
 

Monday, September 7 
2009 

 
Labor Day Barbeque 

Picnic 
6:00 PM 

 
Raffle Table And 

Show Table 
 

Marie Selby Botanical 
Gardens Activities  

Center 
811 South Palm Ave. 

Sarasota, Florida 
PLEASE NO ALCOHOL             

 

 
The menu will be 

appetizers, barbequed ribs & barbequed 
chicken, salads, desserts & beverages. 

We have divided the membership 
list by last names so that you will know 

what to bring. 
 

A-E beverages 
F-K desserts 
L-R salads 

S-Z appetizers 
 

Please make enough for at least 12 
servings. It is very important to let the 
committee know if you are attending, 

how many guests you are bringing and 
what food you are bringing. The cutoff 
date is August 26. Hope to see you all 
there. Remember, no meeting, just 
orchid aficionado social and plant  

table. 
Committee names & phones. 

SHERRIE BALAITY 941-942-2573 
SHIRLEY GONGAWARE 941-924-7852 

TAMA LICHTMAN 941 955-8841 
 



The Sarasota Orchid Society Inc. (SOS) meets on the 
first Monday of each month at Selby Botanical Gardens, 
800 South Palm Ave., Sarasota, FL.  The SOS Inc., an       
affiliate of the American Orchid  Society, is a nonprofit 
association with the aims of promoting the development, 
improvement and preservation of orchids through the 
dissemination of information concerning the culture, 
hybridization or development of orchids; and generally 
to extend the knowledge of orchids.   
 

www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 
 

Annual dues are $20; $25 for family.  Deadline for the 
newsletter is the 15th of the previous month.   
 

Contributors to this newsletter give  reprint rights of 
their work to newsletters and other affiliates of the 
American Orchid Society. 
 

SOCIETY OFFICERS 
President 
Laurie Stoner (941) 358-8537 
laurissas@msn.com 
 

Vice President & Past President 
Monroe Kokin (941) 445-4789 
orchidpix@comcast.net 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Carolyn Langdon (941)  907-4161 
carolynlangdon@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Recording Secretary 
 
 

AOS Representative 
Jo Davis 228-5501         
Srqjd@verizon.net 
 

Treasurer 
Linda Kokin  445-4789   
mkorchid@comcast.net 
 

Members at Large 
Sally Werlinich 346-1059 
Manuel Chepote 388-2528 
Norm Hillstrom  926-0166 
Juanita Goolsby  351-3019 
Sherrie Balaity  924-2573 
Barry Reese 727- 423-3712 
Roy Krueger 776-5079 
 
Librarian 
Jim Fahrney 924-7178  
 

Newsletter 
Monroe Kokin - orchidpix@comcast.net 
 

Publicity/Advertising 
Carolyn Langdon - carolynlangdon@tampabay.rr.com 
 

 
 

 Support Our Vendors and Suppliers 
 

American Travel Group , Shelton Thorne 
813-282-4510 or 800-266-0755  
 

B&D Orchids  Betty & Don Burkam 
813-782-4631 By appointment only 
 

Byrd’s Orchids  Bill & Wanda Byrd 
863-859-5060 
 

Canaima Orchids  Michael Sinn     
941-773-2940 (Monday-Saturday 10:00AM-4:00PM)  
 

Chapman's Orchids  Charlie Chapman              
407-619-1907 
 

Featherstone Orchids Ed & Lyn Bugbee      
352-795-4614 
 

Fender's Flora Orchids Bill & Susan Fender            
941-412-1355  (Monday-Saturday 9:00AM-2:00PM) 
 

Florida SunCoast Orchids Jim Roberts        
941-544-6831  By appointment only 
 

Hicks Orchid Supplies John & Lois Hicks    
407-493-3064 
 

Krull-Smith Orchids Jim Krull & Frank Smith        
407-866-4134 
 

Nature on the Rocks Guy & Janice   
386-437-6832 
 

Odom's Orchids John & Louise Odom          
772-467-1386 
 

Orchid Art  Joné Ritchie        
941-922-3434 By appointment only 
 

Orchid Mania Karen Harper  
941-322-1678  (Monday-Saturday 9:00AM-5:00PM)  
 

Orchids Etcetera Jeff & Walter         
941-921-9138  (Tuesday-Saturday 9:00AM-5:00PM) 
 

Palmer Orchids Robert Palmer          
941-322-1644  (Monday-Saturday 9:00AM-4:00 PM) 
Call for Appointment 
 

Plantío La Orquídea  Rafael Romaro            
941-504-7737  (Monday-Saturday 9:00AM-5:00PM) 
 

Venice Orchids Bob Hague    
941-321-4691  By appointment Only   
 

Dawn Vertrees Jewelry Designer 
954-594-2186 
 

Wayne Hibbs Farm & Garden Jeff Hibbs    
941-366-4954  (Monday-Saturday 9:00AM-5:00PM) 
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JOIN THE AOS 
  

If you are not a member of the American 
Orchid Society, let me briefly tell you about 
the premier organization devoted to our 
hobby.  The AOS is the world’s largest  
specialty horticulture group and  offers  
information not available elsewhere.  The 
monthly magazine, Orchids, is the most 
highly-regarded orchid periodical in the 
world.  The photography and articles are 
outstanding. Membership entitles you to a 
10% discount on publications and your 
dues support conservation and  educational 
programs. As a new member you will        
receive a copy of Your First Orchid, a book 
chock full of advice and an Almanac listing 
all     affiliate organizations (Florida has the 
most with 58),  growers, special interest 
groups, descriptions of awards, and many 
more resources.  Membership forms are 
available at the sign-in table for anyone 
who needs one.   
 
The AOS also publishes the Awards      
Quarterly (Now on CD AQ Plus), with  
detailed descriptions of   200-300 awarded 
orchids with color photographs.  I eagerly 
await mine every three months. 
 
Dues are U.S. single membership $60.00 for 
a 2 year membership $108.00.  American 
Orchid Society, 16700 AOS Lane, Delray 
Beach, Fl. 33446 
 
Monroe 
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Let’s talk about sales…...The vendors who lecture at our meetings take their valuable time 
and effort to educate us on orchid culture.  In turn, they ask us to buy their plants which they bring 
to sell  at our meetings.   
 
We know that there are lots of places to buy orchids in our area but as members of SOS, we should 
really make a point of patronizing the speakers and advertisers when we buy new plants.  

                           Treasurer’s Report 
 
Beginning Balance              7/15/09                            13480.47 
                                                                        
Income 
                Membership Income                  110.00 
                 Raffle Inc.                                   120.00   
                Vendor Reg. Fee 2010 show       740.00                                           
                                                                        
Total Income                                                               970.00    
                                                                                                             
 
Expenses 
                Insurance                                     221.90  
               Website Exp                                 167.40 
                Printing Exp.                                 37.66 
                Meeting Exp.                                  76.90 
               
Total Expenses                                                            503.86                            
 
Ending Balance                8/17/09                                13946.61 
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For members  who are receiving the  

newsletter by mail, you are missing out  on 
some  

wonderful color pictures taken during the 
year  in our newsletter.   

  

If you have computer access and are getting 
the newsletter by snail mail, you can switch 

& save the Society $7.00 per year per  
person. 

  
Please contact me and I’ll be glad to add 

you to our  e-mail list. 
 

Monroe 

UPCOMING SHOWS 
 

September, 2009 
 

19-20 - Ridge Orchid Society Show , Lake Mirror 
Center, 121 S. Lake Ave., Lakeland, FL. Contact: 
Jackie Schwartz, 823 Woodmont  Ln., Lakeland, FL  

October, 2009 
2-4 - Florida West Coast Orchid Society Show , 
Minnreg Center, Largo, FL. Contact: Robert Barrett, 
2781 Rockledge St., Clearwater, FL 
 

10-11 - Gainesville Orchid Society Show , Kanapaha 
Botanical Gardens, 4700 SW 58th Dr., Gainesville, FL 
 

17-18 - Fort Pierce Orchid Society Show , Fort Pierce 
Community Center, Veterans Memorial Park, 600 N. 
Indian River Dr., Fort Pierce, FL 

 

American Orchid  

Society closes doors to public 
 

The Associated Press 
 

Published: Friday, February 13, 2009   
 

DELRAY BEACH, Fla.  - The American Orchid 
Society is closing its Florida  headquarters to 

visitors to save money. 
Executive Director Jim Jordan says the       

society will close public access to its gardens 
and greenhouses on 3.5 acres near Delray 
Beach in May. He blames the   closure on    

declining membership and endowments hit 
by the financial crisis. 

 
The society has more than 17,000 members 

worldwide. Its greenhouses and gardens    
contain about 15,000 varieties of orchids. 

Jordan says the society will be able to       
support orchid education, conservation and 

research if it doesn't have to "subsidize       
activities that touch so few people ." 

 
Jordan says the gardens could reopen when 

the economy improves. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS                                                

 
 

September 7th   Annual  Picnic 
 
October 5th        Growing Encyclia 
                             Jim Roberts  -  Florida Sun Coast                       
 
November 2nd    Growing Cymbidiums 
                             Charlie Chapman  - Chapman Orchids                             
 
December 7th     Orchid Auction 
 
January 4th        Setting up an Orchid Display 
                             Michael  Polen - Art Stone Orchids 
 
January 8th         53 RD ANNUAL SOS ORCHID     
                              SHOW SET-UP 
 
January 9 & 10   53rd ANNUAL SOS ORCHID  
                             SHOW      
 
February 1st      To be announced 
  
March 1st           To be announced 
 
April 5th             To be announced    
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South Florida Orchid Society  SPEAKERS DAY 2009 
 
SFOS will host its annual Speakers Day on Sunday, October 4, 2009 at Signature Gardens, 12725 S.W. 122 Avenue, Miami, FL.  We have a 
wonderful panel of highly respected speakers presenting an enjoyable and educational program.  Speakers Day also includes AOS Judging 
and SFOS Medal Judging. Plants for judging must be registered by 10:00 A.M. and can be picked up at 12:00 P.M. Speakers’ Day has AOS 
approval for judging seminar credits as well.  Several of our speakers will have plants to sell and sales will be open only to registered seminar 
participants.   
 
This year’s speakers are: 
Bob Burkey – owns Kamuela Greenhouse/Specialty Orchids along with his wife where they raise Odontoglossums, Oncidiinae Intergenerics, 
Cymbidiums, and Paphiopedilums.  For the past four years Bob has also been the Director of the Hawaii Biotech Tissue Culture Center.  He is 
an accredited Cymbidium Society Judge and an accredited American Orchid Society Judge. He has written many articles on growing orchids 
and judging, and has lectured on the subjects throughout the U.S., New Zealand, Japan, and the U.K.  He is currently the Vice President of the 
Odontoglossum Alliance.  Bob will speak on talk on “Judging Oncidiinae/Odont Intergeneric Hybrids” and will have plants to sell. 
 
Jason Fischer – Jason has had a life-long education in orchids mainly from the opportunity to be raised in a family orchid business.  Jason 
Fischer works at and helps manage Orchids Limited in Plymouth, Minnesota with his father Jerry Fischer.  Their operation consists of four 
greenhouses with 15,000 square feet of growing space, a shade house, and laboratory.  He took interest in orchid hybridization and lab work 
around 14 years of age, and first started breeding with Phalaenopsis, which later on lead to Paphs, Pphrags and miscellaneous hybrids. Jason’s 
first lecture on Neofinetia Falcata at the Minnesota Orchid Society in 2004 was the kick-off for an amazing journey of lectures across  
America including the WOC in Miami in 2008.  Jason will speak on “The Phragmipedion Craze” which will cover breeding and growing 
techniques.  Jason will also have plants to sell.   
  
Norito Hasegawa - is the owner of Paphanatics, unlimited.  He has been a judge in both the American Orchid Society and the Cymbidium 
Society of America for over 35 years.  He is primarily a hybridizer of Slipper Orchids (Paphiopedilum) although his interests and collection of 
15,000 orchids include Miniature Cattleyas, Phalaenopsis, Cymbidiums and variegated orchids of all sorts.  Norito is a 3 million miler  
traveling to many foreign countries talking and/or judging in places such as Japan, South Africa, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Denmark,  
Germany, New Zealand, Taiwan, England, France, Switzerland and many cities in the USA.  Norito will speak on Paph. Species and How 
They Influence Their Hybrids.  Norito will also have plants to sell.   
  
Tom Mirenda - trained as a Marine Biologist, and has been an orchid addict since his childhood.  Tom is presently the Orchid Collection 
Specialist at the Smithsonian Institution where he cares for a huge collection of orchid species and hybrids, and produces a four month long 
orchid exhibit each year and supplies information about orchid cultivation, ecology and conservations to the public year round. His mission in 
life is trying to bring the horticultural, scientific and conservation communities closer together. He has been writing two popular monthly  
columns in Orchids magazine ‘The Orchid Checklist’ and the ‘Genus of the Month’ for the last four years.  Tom will speak on “Judging and 
Breeding of Miniature Art Shade Cattleyas”.   
 
Marguerite Webb - Marguerite Webb began her orchid growing career in the mid-1970’s when she took a job at J&L Orchids in Easton, CT.  
In 1979 she and her two partners Cordelia Head and Lucinda Winn purchased J&L, a small nursery that specializes in unusual species and 
miniature orchids. Marguerite has become an authority on certain New World genera such as Masdevallia, writing and lecturing about them 
and other aspects of orchid growing. She has traveled to places like South Africa, New Zealand and Japan to speak at orchid conferences and 
seminars, as well as lecturing at many World Orchid Conferences including Miami in 2008. She is a frequent contributor to orchid  
publications such as The Orchid Digest and Orchids. Marguerite will lecture on “Warm Growing Pleurothallidinae” and will be bringing 
plants to sell.   
 
Speakers Day Schedule: 
8:00 - 9:00           Breakfast, plant registration (for judging), plant sales open 
9:00 - 10:00         Jason Fischer 
10:00 - 11:00       Bob Burkey 
11:00 - 12:00       AOS Judging and panel discussion, plant sales open 
12:00 - 1:00         Lunch 
 
1:00 - 2:00           Marguerite Webb  
2:00 - 3:00           Norito Hasegawa 
3:00 - 4:00           Tom Mirenda 
4:00 - 5:00           Plant sales open 
* Plant sales area will also be open during breaks and between speakers 
 
Tickets for Speakers Day are $45.00 per person.  The price includes a continental breakfast and cold buffet lunch.  This is one of the major 
orchid events held annually in South Florida!  Be sure to register early since tickets are limited and sold on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis.   Tickets are not available at the door.  To register, please send your check and this order form to the SFOS office: 10801 S.W. 124 
St., Miami, FL  33176.   For more information call (305) 255-3656. 
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  BUS TRIP          
Sponsored by the  

Venice Area Orchid Society 
 

ORCHID OCTOBER FEST 
 

EFG ORCHIDS 
DELAND, FLORIDA  

 
Friday October 23rd 

 
Cost: 30.00 : includes bus and tip for driver  

German food for sale.   
 

There will be several growers and supplies for 
sale. 

 
Must have money by October 15th   

No refunds after the 15th. 
 

Leaves Venice community center 
7:00 AM 

 
Leave Sarasota Pavilion 

Clark and #41 
7:30 AM 

 
Leaves Festival  

4:00 PM 
 

Send money to 
Barbara Wagner 

6834 Anchor Way 
Sarasota, FL 34231 

(941) 923-7706   

 
 
 

 
Orchid Culture Sheets 

Online 
One of AOS’s most popular resources 

are 
culture sheets for the most popular 

cultivated orchid 
genera . There are two series of culture 

sheets: 
one for beginners and one for  

intermediate growers. 
Go to: 

http://www.aos.org/aos/orchids/
page01.aspx 

Click onto the genera that interests 
you and 

download pdf files. 

 
Member Advertising 

Newsletter  advertisements are   
$120.00 per year. Checks payable to  

Sarasota Orchid Society  
may be sent to   

 

Linda Kokin 
19780 Cobblestone Circle 

Venice, FL 34292 
 

 
New membership book inserts are 

available. 
Please pick up your copy when you 

come to the meeting.  
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Re-printed with permission of Bob Scully 
 
Bob’s Notes 
 
Show Preparation- For some, show preparation means only watching the growing area to see if any flowers are 
open…the week of the show. But for those who are really interested in showing their plants, either individually or as 
part of a group, preparation begins many weeks in advance of show opening. Since it usually takes 4-8 weeks for the 
flowers to emerge, once there are signs of an inflorescence, it makes sense to start looking for display candidates that 
much in advance. As the plants are located, mark them some way so that they can be identified in a quick glance at 
the area; or if you have the luxury of space, consider moving some of the cattleyas and dendrobiums, for example, to 
a spot where they can be readily monitored…and groomed as necessary. On the other hand, moving vandaceous 
plants from the spot where they have initiated their inflorescence can lead to problems caused by changes in light  
intensity/directional origin. So what should be done to groom an orchid for a show?? Here are some ideas: 1) Be sure 
that the plant has good positioning in the growing area for a steady light exposure…toward what you would consider 
the optimum intensity. 2) Place the plant so that its flowering lead or the emerging inflorescence will not be  
obstructed by an adjacent plant; for cattleyas, this would also mean turning the plant so that the flowers will develop 
away from the supporting pseudobulb and its leaf. For monopodials, turn the plant so that its leaf axis (leaf tip to leaf 
tip) is 90º to the direction of its primary light source; this will insure that the flowers will open with the best  
presentation relative to the plant. 3) And be sure that the plant after you have repositioned it, is stable; sometimes 
this means placing the flowering plant (with its container) into a larger clay pot in order to lower its center of  
gravity…because as the flowers begin to open, the plant can become top heavy, especially those in small clay or 
plastic pots. This single advance step can save lots of heartache…caused when your special plant topples during 
transportation…and always directly on its “face.” 4) Be especially diligent with watering practices. Remember that 
the emerging flowers consist of water and carbohydrates; inadequate water means smaller flowers opening much 
more slowly than would be possible with more water. 5) Stake the pseudobulb or long inflorescence carefully as 
early as possible. Further attention to the staking/tying chores will be needed as the development progresses. 6)  
Remove weeds and other debris from pot surface (tree leaves, twigs, etc.) 7) If you plan to put your plant with the 
individual entries, clean its container to eliminate algae and maybe any accumulated salts; sometimes, this grooming 
step is accomplished by slipping the orchid into a new pot…or by just dropping the whole unit, including pot, into a 
larger clay pot. 8) Be sure to groom the opening  flowers in order to make the best presentation of the grouping. This 
can mean more staking and tying. It is a pity to have perfectly lovely blooms presented for show with their beauty 
partially hidden as a result of inadequate grooming. In the case of vandas and ascocendas, use a small section of 
bamboo stake (or even a twig) to wedge behind the emerging inflorescence and the leaf fan…forcing the growing 
raceme to push outward from the plant and thus permitting flowers on the back side of the inflorescence to open 
properly. 9) Clean the leaves to remove chemical and water stains as well as dust; use of Safer’s Insecticidal Soap, 
diluted with a little water, has proven very effective for this purpose. Do not place the plants thus cleaned into direct 
or even bright sunlight until the leaves have thoroughly dried…to avoid burning the foliage. 10) Redo the plant’s la-
bel to include the name and parents (in case of hybrid)…as best you know the information. 
 
And then when it is time to move the plants to the Show site, pack them in such a way that not only are the flowers 
not likely to get damaged, but also so that the plants themselves will arrive intact. Do all that you can to be sure that 
everyone will have the opportunity to see your flowering treasures in the best presentation possible. 
 
Let’s have a beautiful 1999 show…featuring your plants!! 
  
Robert M. Scully, @tigerorchid@verizon.net  
6590 Wild Orchid Lane, Sarasota, FL 34241  
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 Species of the Month 
 

 Neofineta falcata  ‘Amaini Island’ 
Owner  -  Laurie Stoner 

Members Choice 
 

Blc. Toshie Aoki ‘Pizzaz’ 
Owner  -  Jo Davis 

Minutes of the August Meeting 
 
President Stoner called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM 
 
Sherrie introduced 5 new members and guests. 
 
The minutes for July were approved as printed in the newsletter  
 
The treasurer’s report was approved as printed in the newsletter 
 
There was a 10 minute break 
 
Karen LaBonte was introduced in lieu of Stig Dalstrom as the 
guest speaker.  Karen explained the problems surrounding Stig vs. Selby Gardens.   Karen introduced 
Darryl Saffer.  Darryl presented the Wild Orchid Man in the Ghost Orchid Swamp.  The presentation 
was well received. 
 
Jo and Monroe gave an update on the 2010 show. 
 
President Stoner announced a bus trip to EFG Orchids run by the Venice Area Orchid Society. 
 
President Stoner announced the September Barbecue information. 
 
Roy Kruger and Barry Reese discussed the show table 
 
The raffle was held 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:45 PM   
  

 
New Members 

 
Roberta Arcand 
Richard Cardozo 

Fredric And Ellen Biogio 
Sydney and Anthony Iannone 

Brigitte Ortiz   



9  

September in your Orchid Collection by Dr. Martin Motes 
 
September looms as the only truly dismal month in South Florida. Even without the prospect of the unspeakable 'H' word, September 
disheartens since it is easily the dampest, dullest month in the year. Although more inches of rain fall in June, more hours of rain occur 
in the often slow, seemingly endless drizzles of September. Frequently a day or two can pass without so much as a solid hour of truly 
bright sunshine to lift our spirits and dry out our plants. Days are growing much shorter also, with long nights when our plants are wet 
from the frequent rains. Coming at the end of the rainy season when disease pressure has been building, September presents the maxi-
mum opportunity for fungal and bacterial diseases to take hold of our orchids. Hopefully careful watering practices and the judicial use 
of fungicides (as recommended last month) will have diminished the potential for disease in our collections. But even in the best      
managed collection, September calls for extra vigilance. Keep a close eye out for problems and remove immediately any plant that 
shows the first sign of fungus to a dry location to prevent the disease being spread by splashing rain drops. Good hygiene is particularly 
important this month. Clean up growing areas and remove any dead leaves, twigs or other organic debris from the plants and the ground. 
In September numerous diseases that linger in decaying plant material find the ideal conditions that allow them to jump to the living  
tissue of our prize orchids. Such problems can develop more quickly in September than in any other month. September is a month to 
stay home and be there for your orchids. Look at every plant, every day. 
 
September, above all, is the month that the old Florida growers' adage that "One needs a cat to grow good orchids," holds true. By leav-
ing enough space between plants on a shade house bench for a cat to walk around without knocking them down, one provides the good 
air circulation which is absolutely essential in periods of protracted wet weather. Well spaced plants are much less likely to encounter 
disease problems this month. Remember that your plants will have grown considerably over the summer and that the space they         
occupied comfortably in the Spring has now been filled by their own growth as well as their neighbors. Space them out. Now is perhaps 
the time to decide to hang some of the larger ones where they will dry much more quickly. The small cute ones left behind on the bench 
will be very appreciative of the extra air and light. 
 
Another excellent way to increase air circulation and enhance rapid drying is by trimming excess (particularly vertical) branches from all 
trees which support orchids or are near to orchid growing areas. By increasing the light and air flow one will also garner the benefit of 
reducing the possibility that such trees will be knocked down in a severe storm. Trees trimmed to permit proper air circulation and light 
for orchids were frequently the only ones which survived upright after Andrew. As there is rarely time to do such pruning when storm 
warnings are actually posted and creating extra debris is not then wise, now is the time to protect both your orchids and your trees. Days 
are shortening quickly now and more hours of rain and overcast skies mean that your orchids will benefit from all the additional light 
that they can get. Beginning the process of "hardening off" our plants by allowing more light to reach them will give them a leg up on 
the coming cool weather as well. 
 
As orchids grown outside are so frequently wet in September, it is often difficult to apply fertilizer or fungicides to the plants because 
they are already damp. Catch 22!- the plants need extra protection because they are wet and because they are wet one can't apply    
chemicals to protect them. In these circumstances, many growers find Quaternary ammonium compounds useful. Sold as Physan,     
Consan, Greenshield or Triathalon these disinfectants dissolve totally in water and can be applied to wet plants. Strengths vary so follow 
the   label. Although Federal regulations say they should not, many growers substitute the cheap and readily available pool algicide 
which contain the same active ingredient. Home Depot sells a brand called ''Pool Time'' which could be purchased legally to disinfect 
walks and pathways at the rate of 1 to 2 tsps. per gallon and would certainly do no harm at that rate, if it came into contact with the or-
chids no more frequently than every 7-10 days. 
 
This month when those brief periods of dry weather permit growers to think of applying other pesticides, they are tempted to think of 
giving their starving charges fertilizer as well. This is generally not a good idea with any fertilizer containing phosphorous (the second in 
the numerical series of three numbers). Phosphorus changes the PH of water and tends to interact with many other chemicals reducing 
their effectiveness. In September we need as much fire power from our chemical arsenal as we can get. A much better strategy in general 
to add some nutrients employs potassium nitrate (KNO3) 13-0-43 at a rate of 1 tbs per gallon of water. One should ask for the type     
usually referred to as ''spray grade''. In general sympodial orchids are reaching the end of their growth cycle as September progresses so 
a reduction in nitrogen from the potassium nitrate substitution or a missed fertilizer application usually does little harm to orchids grown 
outside in South Florida. Soft cane dendrobiums of the "Nobile" types will actually benefit from the reduction in feeding. It's time to 
wean these deciduous types before cutting them off entirely from the grub next month. Vandas and Phalaenopsis on the other hand can 
be fertilized as often as weather permits and will bloom all the stronger for this extra attention in the coming months. 
 
Snails can also be a problem again in September. Even if you earlier used the ''lightly, frequently'' baiting suggested in July, snails can 
travel long distances on wet ground in the dull, dark weather of September. Chances are your neighbors have not been as good as you on 
snail control. So, once more with feeling: snail bait "lightly, frequently" to give a warm welcome to any recently arrived mollusks. With 
an eye to the heavens (or at least to the TV screen), removing any old boards, empty pots or other debris that might fly about in a storm 
will also render the humble snails homeless. An opportunity to re-double your virtue and save some precious moments in the face of the 
storm that we hope never comes!  
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P.O. Box 19895 
Sarasota.,  FL 34276-2895  

www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org 

 
 

Orchid of the month 
 
Neolauchea pulchella  
 
This quaint little miniature is endemic to the state of Parana, and down the          
mountainous areas leading to the Rio Grande Do Sol in southern Brazil. It occurs at 
moderate to high altitudes growing in oak forests as well as other native timbers, in 
my culture, it grows well on callistemon viminalis (Bottlebrush) although there is no 
reason to suggest that it wouldn’t do equally as well on other species in the genus or 
related  genera, as it also grows on a slab of bark from Eucalyptus leucoxylon var 
macrocarpa (pink flowering Ironbark). The name Neolauchea has been a difficult one 
to decipher, Kraenzlin first described the species in 1897 and it was unclear as to 
whether he named the plant in honour of Lauche, or after the Spanish Laucha* 
(mouse) in reference to its hairy pseudobulb and singular terete and coriaceous 
(leather like) leaf, or the Spanish Lauchea (struggling) as the plant is somewhat      
difficult to establish (*1). The prefix Neo of course means new, and pulchella        
translated into English means beautiful. After a reasonable investigation and the help 
of a colleage, it was discovered that the plant was indeed named after Lauche, director 
of the Liechtenstein Botanical Gardens. It is a monotypic, creeping species which    
enjoys plenty of room to move, so its best to pick a mount large enough (almost to the 
point of looking ridiculous) to accommodate at least 5 years growth. Plants enjoy 
abundant moisture all year round and this only being withheld on the coldest of days. 
50-80% shade is adequate, and good air movement is also recommended. Once       
established, this species is fast growing and easily maintained and will reward the 
grower with an abundance of its small but brilliant purple flowers.  


