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UPCOMING MEETINGS:

Fred offers cluhs a 10%
discount and no ship-
ping costs. Members

can call and mention

S$S0S membership when
they preorder or e-mail
fred.clarke@att.net. See
sunsetvallieyorchids.com
for his catalog.

Decemher—Annual
Auction

February th—Boh
Scully - tentatively
titled “What’'s New in
Asia”

Meetings are on the 1st
Monday of each month.
Doors open at 6:15 pm.
Cultural Study Group

starts promptly at 6:30 pm.

Regular meeting starts at
1:30 pm.

Marie Selby Botanical
Gardens, 811 South Palm
Avenue, Sarasota, Florida
www.sarasotaorchidsoci-
ety.org

Sarasota Orchid
Society

Annual Orchid Auction
Monday/Deg¢ember 6,/2010
Marie Selby Botanical/Gardens
Great Room by the Bay ¢ 811 S. Palm Ave, Sarasota
Preview—o6 pm ¢ Auction—7 pm ® All are welcome
Free admission ® Refreshments
Auctioneer: Neal Van De Ree

Along with hundreds

of beautiful, blooming
orchid plants, we will

be auctioning several
pieces of orchid related
art work and a brand
new, updateable license
of the latest version 7.01
of OrchidWiz, an Orchid
Encyclopedia and Journal
on DVD. This software is
valued at $259.00.
OrchidWiz is the world's
most complete and ac-
curate orchid research
software. Updated
through June 2010 with
the Royal Horticultural
Society's Sander's hy-
brid registrations and

through December 2009
with the American Orchid
Society's Awards. This
software is easy to use,
accurate, comprehensive
and up-to-date. Minimum
requirements: Windows
XP. Vista, or 7 and 3.5 GB
of disk space. One can
look-up orchids by new
taxonomic names or by
older more familiar Sand-
er's names. OrchidWiz
Encyclopedia contains
more than 30 different
analysis windows, pro-
viding the most complete
and accurate information
on orchid species and
hybrids ever assembled.

by Dr. Martin Motes

November looms as

the only truly dismal
month in South Florida.
Even without the pros-
pect of the unspeakable
‘H” word, November
disheartens since it is
easily the dampest, dull-
est month in the year.
Although more inches
of rain fall in June, more
hours of rain occur in the
often slow, seemingly
endless drizzles of Sep-
tember. Frequently a day
or two can pass without
so much as a solid hour
of truly bright sunshine
to lift our spirits and dry
out our plants. Days are
growing much shorter

See "November" on page 5




/The Sarasota Orchid Society Inc.
(80S) meets on the first Monday
of each month at Selby Botanical
Gardens, 800 South Palm Ave.,
Sarasota, FL. The SOS Inc., an
affiliate of the American Orchid
Society, is a nonprofit association
with the aims of promoting the
development, improvement and
preservation of orchids through
the dissemination of informa-
tion concerning the culture,
hybridization or development of
orchids; and generally to extend
the knowledge of orchids.

Annual dues are $20; $25 for
family. Deadline for the news-
letter is the 15th of the previous
month.

Contributors to this newslet-
ter give reprint rights of their
work to newsletters and other
affiliates of the American Orchid
Society.
www.sarasotaorchidsociety.org

2010 Sarasota Orchid Society
Board of Directors

PRESIDENT:

Monroe Kokin
941-445-4789
orchidpix@comcast.net

VICE PRESIDENT:

Laurie Stoner
941-358-8537
laurissas@msn.com

TREASURER:

Roberta Arcand
941-400-0775
arcand1173@gmail.com

RECORDING SECRETARY:
Jo Davis 941-228-5501
srqjd@uerizon.net

N

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY:
Linda Kokin
941-445-4789
mkorchid@comcast.net

A0S REPRESENTATIVE:

Barry Reese

MEMBERSHIP:

Carolyn Langdon 941-907-
4161
carolynlangdon@tampabay.
rr.com

SHOW CO-CHAIRPERSONS:
Monroe Kokin &
Jo Davis

LIBRARIAN:
Pat Quinnelly

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:
Fred Bigio
fredbigio@comcast.net

WEBMASTER:
Alan Marlor

RAFFLE HOST:

Leroy Mouton

STORAGE MANAGER:

Norm Hillstrom

DISPLAY TABLE HOSTS:

Roy Krueger
Barry Reese

AT-LARGE:
Dennis Pavlock
Manuel Chepote

Leroy Mouton
Michael Sinn

COUNSEL TO THE SOS:
Robert M. Johnson, Esq.
One North Tuttle Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34237
941-906-1480

~

SUPPORT OUR VENDORS AND SUPPLIERS

American Travel Group, Shelton Thorne,
813-282-4510 or 800-266-0755

Byrd'’s Orchids, Bill & Wanda Byrd
863-859-5060

Canaima Orchids, Michael Sinn
941-773-2940 (Mon-Sat 10:00 am-4:00 pm)

Chapman’s Orchids, Charlie Chapman
407-619-1907

Featherstone Orchids, Ed & Lyn Bugbee
352-795-4614

Fender’s Flora Orchids, Bill & Susan
Fender, 941-412-1355 (Mon-Sat 9:00 am-
2:00 pm)

Florida SunCoast Orchids, Jim Roberts
941-544-6831 (By appointment only)

Hicks Orchid Supplies, John & Lois Hicks
407-493-3064

Krull-Smith Orchids, Jim Krull & Frank
Smith, 407-866-4134

Nature on the Rocks,Guy & Janice
386-437-6832

Odom’s Orchids, John & Louise Odom
772-467-1386

Orchid Art, Joné Ritchie (Orchid Paintings)
941-922-3434 By appointment only

Orchid Art, Judy Robertson (Ceramic
Orchid Art) 941-926-1819 (By appointment
only)

Orchids Etcetera, Jeff & Walter
941-921-9138 (Tues-Sat 9:00 am-5:00 pm)

Palmer Orchids, Robert Palmer
941-322-1644 (Mon-Sat 9:00 am-4:00 pm)
Call for Appointment

Plantio La Orquidea, Rafael Romaro
941-504-7737 (Mon-Sat 9:00 am-5:00 pm)

So Nursery, (401) 928-0831

The Orchid Specialist, Steve Hawkins
407-889-3138 or 321-279-3003

Wayne Hibbs Farm & Garden, Jeff Hibbs
941-366-4954 (Mon-Sat 9:00 am-5:00 pm)



If you are not a member of the
American Orchid Society, let
me briefly tell you about the
premier organization devoted
to our hobby. The AOS is

the world’s largest specialty
horticulture group and of-

fers information not avail-

able elsewhere. The monthly
magazine, Orchids, is the
most highly-regarded orchid
periodical in the world. The
photography and articles are
outstanding. Membership
entitles you to a 10% discount
on publications and your dues
support conservation and
educational programs. As a
new member you will receive
a copy of Your First Orchid, a
book chock full of advice and
an Almanac listing all affiliate
organizations (Florida has the
most with 58), growers, special
interest groups, descriptions
of awards, and many more
resources. Membership forms
are available at the sign-in
table for anyone who needs
one.
The AOS also publishes the
Awards Quarterly (Now on
CD AQ Plus), with detailed
descriptions of 200-300 award-
ed orchids with color photo-
graphs. I eagerly await mine
every three months.

Dues are U.S. single mem-
bership $60.00; for a 2 year
membership $108.00. Ameri-
can Orchid Society, 16700 AOS
Lane, Delray Beach, Fl. 33446

Monroe

Orchids Need Help?

TIIZER

PRODUCTS & SERVICES

Over 50 Years Experience Growing & Showing Orchids

Contact Bob * 941.922.1776 * tigerorchid@verizon.net

AMERICAN GROUP

TRAYEL

3825 Henderson Blvd. ¢ Suite 603 * Tampa, Florida 33629
www.americangrouptravels.net
Toll Free: 1-800-266-0755
americantravels@earthlink.net
813.282.4510 * Fax 813.288.4904

SHELTON A. THORNE

-
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10% COMMISSION GIVEBACK
BUY or SELL property through me, a Sarasota
Orchid Society Member and Treasurer, and [
will give 10% of my personal Real Estate
commission to the charity of your choice.

ROBERTA ARCAND,
SRES, CSP

REALTOR
PRUDENTIAL PALMS
REALTY

130 N TaAmMIiaMI TRAIL
SARASOTA, FL 34236
941-400-0775




22-24—Tampa Orchid
Club "Orchid Expo”,
University of South Florida,
12210 USF Pine Dr., Tampa,
FL

29-31—Delray Beach
Orchid Society Show,
Old School Square, 51

N. Swinton Ave., Delray
Beach, FL.

<http:/ /www.flos.org/>,
War Memorial Auditorium,
800 NE 8th St., Ft. Lauder-
dale, FL.

22-23—Manatee River
Orchid Society Show,
Manatee Convention &
Civic Center, 1 Haber Blvd.,
Bradenton, FL

9-6—Venice Area
Orchid Society Show,
Venice Community Center,
Venice, FL.

12-13—Boca Raton

11-13—0rchid Society
of Coral Gahles Show,
Fairchild Botanical Gar-
dens, Coral Gables, FL.

12-14—Port St. Lucie
Orchid Society Show,
2195 Airso Blvd, Port St.
Lucie, F1.

19-20—Jacksonuville
Orchid Society Show,
Garden Club of Jackson-
ville, 1005 Riverside Ave.,
Jacksonville, FL.

23-21—Naples Orchid
Society Show, First Pres-

For members who are re-
ceiving the newsletter by
mail, you are missing out
on some wonderful color
pictures taken during the
year in our newsletter.

If you have computer
access and are getting
the newsletter by snail
mail, you can switch and
save the Society $7.00
per year per person.

Please contact me and
I'll be glad to add you to
our e-mail list.

Monroe
orchidpix@comcast.net
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Newsletter advertise-
ments are $120.00 per
year. Checks payable to
Sarasota Orchid Society
may be sent to:

Roberta Arcand

8727 53rd Terrace East

Bradenton, FL 34211

\_ J

Orchid Society Show,  byterian Church, Naples,
8-9—54th Annual Sara- Safe Schools Institute, 1790 FL.
sota Orchid Society NW Spanish River Blvd.,
Show and sale, Sarasota Boca Raton, FL. 25-26—EIIQ|GWO0I|
Auditorium on US 41 nrea_ )
Orchid Society Show,
14-16—Ft. lauderdale  4-6—Martin County Englewood United Meth-
Orchid SocietyShow  Orchid SocietyShow,  odist Church, 700 East
Martin County Dearborn St., Englewood,
Fairgrounds, FL
LET’S TALK ABOUT SALES 2616 SE Dixie
The vendors who lecture Highway, Stu-
at our meetings take art, FL.
their valuable time and
effort to educate us on
orchid culture. In turn, Ve
they ask us to huy lll_eil'
plants which they bring HELPING HAND ORCHID SERVICES
to sell at our meetings. REPOTTING, DIVIDING, WATERING, SPRAYING
PLANTSITTING, PLANT ACQUISITION, SETUP
We know that there are
lots of places to buy Leroy A. Mouton
orchids in our area hut
as members of SOS, we 941-592-8803
should really make a
Ilﬂilll of natronizing the hhhs@tampabay.rr.com
speakers and advertis-
ers when we huy new
plants. www.helpinghandhomeservice.net

ELPING

OME




"November" from page 1

also, with long nights
when our plants are
wet from the frequent

Cym. Milton Carpenter

rains. Coming at the
end of the rainy season
when disease pres-

sure has been building,
November presents the
maximum opportunity
for fungal and bacterial
diseases to take hold of
our orchids. Hopefully
careful watering prac-
tices and the judicial use
of fungicides (as recom-
mended last month) will
have diminished the
potential for disease in
our collections. But even
in the best managed col-
lection, November calls
for extra vigilance. Keep
a close eye out for prob-
lems and remove im-
mediately any plant that
shows the first sign of
fungus to a dry location
to prevent the disease
being spread by splash-
ing rain drops. Good
hygiene is particularly
important this month.

Photo by Monroe Kokin

Clean up growing areas
and remove any dead
leaves, twigs or other
organic debris from the

plants and the ground.
In November numerous
diseases that linger in
decaying plant material
find the ideal conditions
that allow them to jump
to the living tissue of our
prize orchids. Such prob-
lems can develop more
quickly in November
than in any other
month. November
is a month to stay
home and be there
for your orchids.
Look at every plant,
every day.
November,
above all, is the
month that the old
Florida growers
adage that "One
needs a cat to grow
good orchids,"
holds true. By leav-
ing enough space
between plants
on a shade house L
bench for a cat to

Cym. Jean 'Ice Cascade'

walk around without
knocking them down,
one provides the good
air circulation which is
absolutely essential
in periods of pro-
tracted wet weather.
Well spaced plants
are much less likely
to encounter dis-
ease problems this
month. Remember
that your plants will
have grown con-
siderably over the
summer and that
the space they oc-
cupied comfortably
in the Spring has
now been filled by
their own growth as
well as their neigh-
bors. Space them
out. Now is perhaps
the time to decide to
hang some of the larger
ones where they will
dry much more quickly.
The small cute ones left
behind on the bench will
be very appreciative of
the extra air and light.

Another excellent
way to increase air

circulation and enhance
rapid drying is by trim-
ming excess (particularly
vertical) branches from
all trees that support
orchids or are near to
orchid growing areas.
By increasing the light
and airflow one will
also garner the benefit
of reducing the pos-
sibility that such trees
will be knocked down
in a severe storm. As
there is rarely time to
do such pruning when
storm warnings are
actually posted and
creating extra debris is
not then wise, now is
the time to protect both
your orchids and your
trees. Days are shorten-
ing quickly now and
more hours of rain and
overcast skies mean that
your orchids will benefit
from all the additional
light that they can get.
Beginning the process
of "hardening off" our
plants by allowing more
light to reach them will
give them a leg up on

Photo by Monroe Kokin



‘November" from page 5

the coming cool weather
as well.

As orchids grown
outside are so frequently
wet in November, it is
often difficult to apply
fertilizer or fungicides
to the plants because
they are already damp.
Catch 22! — the plants
need extra protection
because they are wet and
because they are wet one
can’t apply chemicals to
protect them. In these
circumstances, many
growers find Quaternary
ammonium compounds
useful. Sold as Physan,
Consan, Greenshield
or Triathalon these
disinfectants dissolve
totally in water and can
be applied to wet plants.
Strengths vary so fol-
low the label. Although
Federal regulations say
they should not, many
growers substitute the
cheap and readily avail-
able pool algicide which
contain the same active
ingredient. Home De-
pot sells a brand called
“Pool Time” which
could be purchased
legally to disinfect walks
and pathways at the rate
of 1 to 2 tsps. per gallon
and would certainly do
no harm at that rate, if it
came into contact with
the orchids no more fre-
quently than every 7-10
days.

This month when
those brief periods of
dry weather permit
growers to think of
applying other pesti-
cides, they are tempted
to think of giving their

starving charges fertiliz-
er as well. This is gener-
ally not a good idea with
any fertilizer containing
phosphorous (the sec-
ond in the numerical
series of three numbers).
Phosphorus changes the
Ph of water and tends to
interact with many other
chemicals reducing their
effectiveness. In Novem-
ber we need as much fire
power from our chemi-
cal arsenal as we can get.
A much better strategy
in general to add some
nutrients employs potas-
sium nitrate (KNO3)
13-0-43 at a rate of 1 tbs
per gallon of water. One
should ask for the type
usually referred to as
“spray grade”. In gen-
eral sympodial orchids
are reaching the end of
their growth cycle as
November progresses

so a reduction in nitro-
gen from the potassium
nitrate substitution or a
missed fertilizer applica-
tion usually does little
harm to orchids grown
outside in South Florida.
Soft cane dendrobiums
of the "Nobile" types will
actually benefit from

the reduction in feeding
and drying out. It’s time
to wean these decidu-
ous types before cutting
them off entirely from
the grub next month.
Vandas and Phalaenop-
sis on the other hand
can be fertilized as often
as weather permits

and will bloom all the
stronger for this extra
attention in the coming
months.

President Kokin called the
meeting to order at 7:30 pm.

Minutes of the August
meeting were approved as
printed in the September
newsletter on a motion and
second.

The treasurer’s report
was posted on a cover letter
for members receiving their
newsletter by email and an
insert for those members re-
ceiving it by mail. A motion
was made to approve and
seconded.

Pesident Kokin thanked
Fred Bigio for the great Oc-
tober newsletter. President
mentioned the bus trip run
by Venice Area Orchid Soci-
ety to Krull-Smith Orchids
and Ritter/ Tropic I Orchids
on October 16th.

New business: President
Kokin reminded the mem-
bership that when the soci-
ety meeting has a speaker
that is not selling plants, any
member can bring in their
plants for sale. He asked
that members let Laurie
Stoner know in advance so
we only have one person
selling at a time. He/she will
be required to supply the
raffle table with plants.

The 54th Annual Orchid
Show will be January 8th
and 9th, 2011. Set-up will be
on Wednesday and Thurs-
day the 6th and 7th. Presi-
dent Kokin and Jo Davis
will be asking monthly for
volunteers to fill various
jobs. Note: At the November
meeting, Jo Davis will be

giving a rundown of each
of the committees to explain
the various jobs available.

Selby Gardens will be
holding their Garden Festi-
val on February 26 & 27, 2011
and will give SOS a table.
This is a great opportuni-
ty to promote the Society.
The Society will be hand-
ing out information and
answering questions.
President Kokin asked for
volunteers to sign up to
man the table from 9 am
to 5 pm on Saturday the
26th and 10 am to 5 pm
on Sunday the 27th.

The library is open
during the meeting for
members to sign out
books for the month. See
Patti Quinnelly to check
out any books.

Leroy Mouton
brought in some wonder
ful plants for sale and
supplied raffle plants for
the meeting.

President Kokin then
introduced Michael Sinn
of Canaima Orchids
located here in Sarasota
on Honore Ave, with Or-
chids Etcetera. Michael
spoke about Venezuelan
Orchids. He stated that
there are 1,600 described
species in Venezuela, with
at least that many more
undescribed! He said
Cattleya percivaliana is
very temperature tolerant,
can be grown outdoors
with no protection, unless
it gets extremely cold, and
is very easy to grow in
Florida.

Submitted by Jo Davis



American Orchid Society

On July 24, 2010, the
Trustees of the Ameri-
can Orchid Society met
to resolve the ongoing
financial matters facing
us.

As a major step tak-
en to refocus the Soci-
ety on our core values,
the trustees approved
the establishment of a
task force to investigate
the sale of the head-
quarters building. In
addition, adjustments
were made to the 2010-
2011 budget to balance
anticipated cash flow.

Current economic
conditions are difficult
and we must remain
solvent in today's
economy. The overhead
cost associated with the
building and gardens
have diverted funds
from the primary mis-
sion of the Society. The
trustees believe that it
is in the long-term best
interest of the members
to make these changes.
The facility will contin-
ue with a full schedule

of events and activities
during the process.

Times are different
now from those days
when the decision was
made to construct the
headquarters. No one
can say that the build-
ing and gardens are not
beautiful. Many mem-
bers have provided
funds, time and labor
to make the headquar-
ters a first-class desti-
nation. We will never
be able to thank them
enough for their ef-
forts.

It will be difficult
to recover the value of
the building because
of today's economics,
but if we do not plan
Nnow, we may miss op-
portunities that pres-
ent themselves. The
sale of a facility of this
size will take time and
it is not the intention
of the trustees to sell
the property at just
any price. Appropriate
consultants will be re-
tained to determine the

potential uses allowed
under current zoning
as well as the feasibility
of rezoning the proper-
ty and professional ap-
praisers will determine
a fair market price.
New locations will be
investigated as well

as the costs to relocate
the Society's missions-
related operations. We
have much work ahead
of us.

During the last ten
years, many dedicated
people have worked
to make the facility a
major asset to the Soci-
ety. No one anticipated
the economic disaster
that has befallen all
businesses worldwide.
Non-profits every-
where have felt the
devastating impact.
The Trustees believe
these actions are nec-
essary to financially
strengthen the AOS
and ensure its ongo-
ing contribution to the
orchid community.

Winners from Octoher 4th
Meeting

There were two Members
Choice awards

Guarianthe bowringiana—Species
of the month—owner: Laurie Stoner

Ascda. Arunee's Honeymoon—
Members Choice—owner: Bill
Shaban

Rlc. Glenn Maidment—Members
Choice—owner: Roy Kruger

Rlc. Frank Gilmore—Members
Choice—owner: Susan Gerhardt

Brassia Eternal Wind—Novice—
owner: Fred Bigio
All photos by Monroe Kokin



Repotting
your_
orchids

Each orchid genus has
different requirements for
potting media. It is very
important to have the cor-
rect medium for each type
of orchid, depending on
whether it is terrestrial or
epiphytic—tree dwelling.
Growing media com-
monly include fir bark,
coconut husk, sphagnum
moss, tree fern fibers and
perlite, and frequently a
mixture of two or three

of these materials. All
orchids potted in a typi-
cal bark medium need to
be repotted every 18 to 24
months, depending on the
needs of the individual
plant.

The primary purpose
of repotting is to provide
fresh media, not necessar-
ily a larger pot, but pot
size should be selected
according to the size of
the root mass. Orchids
like to be a little tight in
their pots. Orchids trans-
ferred to overly large pots
tend to concentrate their
energy on root growth
and may not show new
growth or foliage for sev-
eral months.

Orchids may be pot-
ted in plastic, clay or dec-
orator pots, and the type
of pot selected may influ-
ence watering frequency;
plants in clay pots will
need more frequent wa-
tering, as they will dry
out a little faster. Always
select pots with drain-

age holes; orchid roots

in contact with standing
water will rot and die,
killing the plant. Media in
the center of larger pots
may remain wet for long
periods and become an
unhealthy environment
for roots. This can be
avoided by placing pieces
of broken terra cotta in
the bottom of the pot. A
smaller pot inverted into
a larger one can also help
with drainage and aera-
tion, with the roots of the
plant draped over and
around the smaller pot.
Some orchids, such as
Phalaenopsis, have roots
capable of photosynthe-
sis. For these plants, clear
pots have become popu-
lar, as they allow light to
get to the roots.

THINGS TO CON-
SIDER: Orchids should
not be repotted without a
compelling reason. If, for
example, aeration of the
potting materials is poor
because of decomposi-
tion, it must be replaced.
Care must be taken to
ensure that new growths
and shoots are not over-
lapping the rim of the
pot—large, neglected
plants that have been
potted for a long time are
notoriously difficult to
handle, and it is easy to
break off new shoots and
roots. But, when in doubt,
put it off for another year!

ANNUAL REPOT-
TING: Dendrobium,
Miltonia, Paphiopedilum
and Phalaenopsis and
their hybrids.

EVERY OTHER
YEAR: Cattleya, Den-
drobium, Oncidium,

Odontoglossum and their
hybrids.

EVERY THIRD
YEAR: Vanda and its al-
lies, Cymbidium

RECOMMENDED

BOOKS:

Ultimate Orchid by
Thomas J. Sheehan
Growing Classic Orchids
by Mike Tibbs and Ray
Bilton

A. In this example, the orchid

is burdened by a mass of root
matter and excessive top growth.
Remove any dead roots or roots
affected by rot with a sharp,
sterilized blade.

.
B. Divide the remaining root
matter into several sections.
Each division should consist of a
small number of younger, healthy
shoots.

e of & i
C. The new pot should be sizable
enough to accommodate at least
two years' growth. Choose a
potting medium (fine, medium or
coarse) suitable to the particular
requirements of the orchid (do
not reuse old bark).

plant in its pot. The most mature
growth should be positioned
against the side of the pot. Fill
with the appropriate potting
medium.

E. Place the orchid label back in
to the pot after repotting is done
for a proper identification of your
orchid.



94th
Annual
Orchid
Show

The Sarasota Orchid Society
will present their 54th An-
nual Orchid Show & Sale
on January 8th & 9th, 2011.
This American Orchid
Society sanctioned show
will be held at the Sarasota
Municipal Auditorium, 801
N. Tamiami Trail, US #41,
Sarasota, Florida 34236.
Show hours are Saturday
and Sunday 9 am to 5 pm.
Admission charge is $5.00
children under 8 are free.
“Wild About Orchids”
the theme for Sarasota
Orchid Society’s 2011
Celebration, will showcase
thousands of award-win-
ning orchids in the displays
created by orchid vendors
and local orchid societies.
A variety of orchids and or-
chid related accessories will
also be available for pur-
chase from expert orchid
growers and artists from

45“7;:—""'
ORCHID SOCIETY, INC.
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7:00am fo 5:00pm

Wild {3bout Orehids
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January 8th & ?th, 2011

Rarminion §5.00 at Door

Sarysots Municipsl Audioriun
801 Harth Tamiami Tad

Children Uncler 8 ae Frea ’

dens.

Throughout
the two show
days, visitors will
have the oppor-
tunity to interact
with the growers,
purchase orchids
and related items,
and to immerse
themselves in the
beauty of orchids.
There will also be
educational classes
given by our local
growers.

Hibbs Farm &
Garden Supply &
Marie Selby Botan-
ical Gardens are
proud sponsors of
the Sarasota Or-
chid Society 54th
Annual Orchid

the state of Florida, includ-
ing American Group Travel,
Byrd Orchids, Canaima Or-
chids, Chapman'’s Orchids,
Featherstone Orchids,
Florida SunCoast Orchids,
Hicks Orchids Supplies,
Jone’ Ritchie Artist, Judy
Robertson Orchid Ceram-
ics, Krull-Smith Orchids,
Marie Selby Botanical Book
Store, Marie Selby Botani-

cal Garden, Nature on the
Rocks, Odom’s Orchids,
Orchids Etcetera, Plantio
La Orquidea, Stig Dalstrom
Botanical Art, The Orchid
Specialist, and much more.
Breathtaking displays
of orchids will be show-
cased by Sarasota Orchid
Society, and many other
local orchid societies and
Marie Selby Botanical Gar-

(

JOHNSON, BROWNING & CLAYTON

ROBERT M. JOHNSON, ESQUIRE
Estate Planning and Probate

Wills and Trusts

Real Estate and Commercial Transactions

One North Tuttle Avenue o Sarasota, FL 34237-6327
Phone 941-906-1480 « Fax 941-951-7702
Email: rmjlaw@daystar.net
AV®Rated --- Martindale-Hubbell

~

Show.

For more information,
please contact 2011 Orchid
Show Co-chairs, Jo Davis at
941-228-5501, email srqjd@
verizon.net or Monroe
Kokin at 941-586-7795,
email orchidpix@comcast.
net

We welcome your visit
at www.sarasotaorchidsoci-
ety.org.



By Laurie Stoner

Orchid Show time! Every
year it's a mad scramble

to get all of the beautiful
blooming plants assembled,
identified, put in their prop-
er classes, labeled, tagged,
and creatively displayed for
judging prior to opening
the show to the public.

Jo Davis has chaired the
judging process at our show
for many years. I've only
been involved for a few of
those years, but I've seen
her struggle with computer
crashes, run after people
whose handwritten entry
forms are barely readable
or missing information, and
deal with temperamental
software programs for
printing the judging work-
sheets.

Right after last year’s
show, she and I met with
Wesley Higgins, our head
judge, and Alan Marlor, our
webmaster, to brainstorm
how to streamline this pro-
cess. I volunteered to look
into using Microsoft Excel
to reduce the duplicate data
entry—hopefully without
complicating the process for
our exhibitors!

Bulb. Jim Clarkson

Den. Green Wonder (Wonder Nishi x Green EIf)

Of course, I started
with an elegant vision of
rewriting the entire data
entry system and all of
the printouts. After a little
research, however, I wisely
decided to replace only two
of the handwritten forms
with Excel spreadsheets and
pre-assign the plant and
exhibitor numbers for each
of the societies.

How will this change
affect what we do on show
day? Once a society has
arrived and entered all of
their information on their
laptop, they will give a
copy of the two spread-
sheets to the volunteers at
our registration desk. In

turn, the society will receive
their pre-printed plant tags
(the little round numbers
on sticks we put on each
orchid) rather than waiting
several hours for us to print
them out.

Bottom line? Jo should
be able to import the data
into the judging program
rather than painstakingly
re-enter it from the hand-
written sheets. The registra-
tion people should have
more time to deal with
changes during the day,
which will still be handwrit-
ten. The judges should have
adequate time to look over
all of the entries to make
sure they’re in the proper

All photos this page by Monroe Kokin

classes before the process
begins.

If anyone is interested
in learning this process and
being part of the Registra-
tion Team, please contact
either Jo Davis or Laurie
Stoner and we will be more
than happy to teach you,
and we plan to do a dry
run before the actual show.
Wish us luck!

Den. Dawn Maree



SMM, November 6th E\

9:00 am (at the orchid tables)
The Home Depot (S. Ft. Myers) |
14655 S. Tamiami Trail

il g

Featured instruction provided by:

Joe Hayden, orchid cultivator at Sun Bulb
Company, Inc. (Arcadia, FL)

.

- ."1."' a
Learn techniques, tips, and tricks to ,
successfully re-pot your Cattleya,

Phalaenopsis, and much more!

Bring your questions and get ready to
learn how to care for your orchids!

' We know orchids. We grow orchids. I

www.better-gro.com
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The Hospitality Committee
Will provide the following at
our monthly meetings:

Cheese, Crackers, Fruit
Hot Coffee and fixings
Iced tea—sweet and un-
sweetened, Water

Any additions to the tahle
will be greatly appreciated.

Contributions can be made
atthe table.

Hospitality Committee
Members:

Susanne Gerhardt...922-8359
Linda Peel............ 323-2015
Renae Gerhardt...... 966-10M
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L+ Concrete Texturing & Des
(941) 234-2122

—

www.topthatconcrete.com
Lick CBC1250842 _,mm ;

Making Concrete Beautiful Inside & Out! A

+ Driveway / Walkway + Garage
+ Pool Deck + Kitchen / Bath
+ Patio & Lanai + Entryway




